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ABSTRACT 

An alternative title to this paper might well be "Building with Logs, 
Ukrainian Style" . The permanent dwellings of the early settlers of Alberta 
tended to be much the same whatever the ethnic origin of the builder; but 

the Ukrainian pioneers employed some building techniques and practices 
which set them apart, to a certain extent, from other in-comers. In iso
lating and describing these architectural idiosyncrasies, the author shows 
how they were rooted in the traditional practices of the old country and 
how these traditions were modified in the new land by environment and 
exposure to other cultures. 

Some of the features of the Ukrainian folk house include the thatched 
roof (as opposed to the sod roof favoured by other prairies settlers), 
shaped logs with elaborate work at the corners and eaves, southern orien
tation, mud stove, and above all the finishing of the house, the mud-and
dung plaster coated with white lime. In addition to describing the tech
nology involved in these practices, the author traces how and why they 
were modified, changed, or abandoned as the Ukrainian settlers adjusted 
to life in Alberta. 

This is basically a field study. Although the footnotes cite an ex
tensive bibliography, most of the information contained herein was as
sembled from interviews with surviving pioneers, and direct study of 
extant buildings. And one thing which this monograph demonstrates is 
the remarkable durability of the Ukrainian houses. Many of these build
ings are still standing; of the 24 plates, all but four are contemporary 
pictures. 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Introduction 
The Vernacular Form 
Variants of the Vernacular 
Form, Function and Environment 
Modification of the Vernacular Style 
Footnotes 

7 

25 

31 

35 

41 



LIST OF DRAWINGS AND PLATES 

Fi gure 1 Austro-Hungarian Provinces of Halychyna and Bukovyna 
(map) . 

4 

2 The Study Area (map). 6 

3 Inferior aspen log used in wall construction. 9 

4 Shaped log. 9 

5 Dove tail jointing. 10 

6 Notched log jointing. 10 
7 Roof peggi ng at ea ve. 13 
8 Galician homestead on Athabasca Landing Trail, 1912. 14 

9 Sod roofed Galician homestead, Alberta. 15 

10 Bukowinian house type with hipped gable roof. 16 

11 Wood 1 athes attached to shaped logs afforded 
purchase for mud plaster. 16 

12 Willow lathes on shaped log walls. 17 

13 Mud plaster on round logs. 17 

14 "Russian thatched House". 
15 "Ivan Lupul ' s home at Wostok, Alberta". 
16 Eyebrow vents . 
17 Bukowinian house type with hipped roof and 

eyebrow vents. 
18 Modification of eyebrow vents. 
19 Bukowinian house type. 
20 Eave bracket and eave detail. 
21 Galician house type~ Peno" A.lberta. 
22 Floor Plan of Ukrainian Folk House (diagram). 
23 Reconstructed dug-out, Shandro Pioneer Museum. 
24 Transitional style house. 
25 Transitional style house. 
26 Store at Delph, Alberta 
27 Temporal evolution in house styles; farmstead 

near Mundare, Alberta, 1972. 

iv 

20 

22 

22 

24 
24 

27 
27 

30 

32 

34 

34 

37 
37 

39 



INTRODUCTION 

For the majority of people, a house is the single most important and 
expensive thing they will ever buy or build. Today, as in the past, no 
physical object receives greater attention than one's house; its location 
and size and style. It is indeed a basic cultural expression. 

Nowhere is this more true than within a IIfol kIt culture, a peasant 

economy where the house is more than a shelter, being both a personal and 
social testament. 1 Yet the study of vernacular architecture, along with 
the study of other things described as IIfolk", has been largely ignored 
in the mainstream of scholarship.2 

Vernacular Architecture 

The study of vernacular architecture, or folk housing is confined to 
the building styles and forms traditionally employed by a people of a 
particular heritage. It is not concerned with professionally-designed 
buildings or elitist architecture, although such buildings may be of 
indirect interest insofar as they reflect vernacular traits and 
preferences. 

The vernacular tradition seldom lays down rigid codes for the design 
and construction of dwellings. The folk builder--seldom can he be termed 
an architect--creates a structure based on generations of practical ex
perience. The forms expressed are those of the community and of the 
national tradition with which he is imbued. 3 His work reflects the 
basic qualities of folk building in its concept of function and use of 
materials. The folk builder works 

not so much functionally as adaptably--that is, not so much 
consciously thinking out solutions to problems of light, air, 
and circulation (like a modern architect) as embodying in his 
work inherited generations of experience with, and adjustment 
to, local climate, materials and customs. 4 

It is axiomatic that no major changes will occur in domestic house 
types in most cultures without basic shifts in the culture itself. 5 It 
follows that the persistence of culture through time and space will be 
reflected in the house types built by migrants, as man etches his culture 
into the landscape. 6 
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