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SMOKY LAKE COUNTY  

 
A G E N D A:    County Council Meeting  

for the purpose of Departmental Operations to be held on  
Tuesday, July 28, 2020 at 9:00 o'clock A.M.  

Virtual through Zoom Platform 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81153375146?pwd=MmorK0FER3JSYXVRdnQxZEhmWkcydz09 

  
 

1. Meeting: 
 

Call to Order 
 
2. Agenda: 

 
Acceptance of Agenda:   
as presented    or 
subject to additions or deletions 

 
3. Minutes: 
 

No minutes.  
 

4. Request for Decision:  

 
 4.1 Expression of Interest to Purchase County-Owned Land: Plan 314HW, Block 4, 
  Lot 15 (5112-50th Avenue, Warspite). © 
 
 4.2 Request to Lease County-Owned Land: Plan 5225CL; OT (Former Waskatenau 
  Nuisance Ground). © 
 
 4.3 Encroachment Agreement: Plan 7520244, Block 3, Lot 4 & Plan 7520244,  
  Lot R-2 Reserve. © 
 
 4.4 Request to Approve Action Taken: National Trust of Canada. © 
 
 4.5 Smoky Lake County 2020-2024 Financial Plan. © 
 
 
 
5. Issues for Information: 
 

 5.1  Finance Manager.  
5.2  Public Works Manager. © 
5.3  Public Works Foreman. (To be handed out at meeting) 
5.4    Public Works Shop Foreman. © 
 5.5     Peace Officer.  © 

5.6     Natural Gas Manager.  ©    
 5.7  Environmental Operations. (To be handed out at meeting) 
 5.8     Agricultural Service Board. © 

 5.9     Planning and Development. ©     
5.10  Safety Officer. © 
 5.11 Fire Chief.  © 

5.12   GIS. © 

5.13  Communication. ©        
5.14    Legislative Services. © 
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6. Correspondence(s):  
 

1. Marianne Janke, Travel Lakeland/Alberta’s Iron Horse Trail, dated June 23, 2020 
– Re: Municipal Engagement – Alberta’s Iron Horse Trail 10 Year Strategic 
Development Plan. © 

  
   Recommendation: Participate in the zoom meeting on  
       August 26, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. 
 

2. Permitting and Approvals, Carrier and Vehicle Safety Branch, Safety and Policy 
Division, Alberta Transportation, dated July 13, 2020 – Re: COVID-19  
Update. © 

 
   Recommendation: Acknowledge receipt. 
 

3. Mike Priddle, Priddle and Gibbs Adjusters, dated June 23, 2020 – Re: Insurance 
Claim regarding sewer backup. © 

 
   Recommendation: Acknowledge receipt. 
 

4. Adam Kozakiewicz, Chief Administrative Officer, Town of Smoky Lake, dated 
July 17, 2020 – Re: Public Hearing – Proposed Bylaw 014-2020: LUB 
Amendment. © 

  
   Recommendation: Accept for information and provide a letter of 
       support for rezoning. 
  

5. Neil O’Shea, Superintendent, Aspen View Public Schools, dated July 15, 2020 –
Re: New School Update. © 

  
   Recommendation: Acknowledge receipt. 
 
   
 

7. Delegation(s):  
 
8. Executive Session:  
 

1.  Personnel Issue: a record of communication from the International Union of 
Operating Engineers, Local Union No. 955, dated July 15, 2020 – Re: concerns 
for the overall health and welfare of every employee currently employed at 
Smoky Lake County, under the authority of FOIP Act: Section 27: Privileged 
Information. 

 
 
 
Adjournment 
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July 28, 2020                                                   
ADDITION TO THE AGENDA    

 Public Land Sale (PLS) Application – Smoky Lake County and Metis Crossing 

 

• To assist and support Metis Crossing’s Application to purchase Public (Crown) Land, 
comprising the north portion of River Lot 10, Victoria Settlement, comprising of 
approximately 47 acres. A map showing the location of the lands subject to the Application 
is attached for reference. © Attachment 1 

 

• Metis Crossing has identified the subject lands as integral to their site Master Plan, which 
includes the development of bison/elk paddocks and associated facilities. A copy of the 
Master Plan is attached for reference. © Attachment 2 

• It is unlikely that the proposed would be permissible on Crown Land according to the Public 
Lands Act. 

• On July 6, 2020, the Planning and Development Manager & the Planning and Development 
Assistant met virtually with Junaita Marois, Executive Director of Metis Crossing, David 
Pochailo, Interim Lands Manager, Lower Athabasca Region, Alberta Environment and 
Parks & Lennea Oseen, Senior Manager, Approvals and Disposition Services, Alberta 
Environment and Parks, to discuss the process of making a Public Land Sale Application. A 
summary of the meeting is attached for reference. © Attachment 3 

• July 20, 2020 – Committee of the Whole Meeting for the Purposes of Planning 
o Motion 948-20: “That Smoky Lake County Council recommend Administration 

proceed, at no cost to the County, with a Public Land Sale (PLS) application as a co-
applicant with the Métis Nation of Alberta (MNA) or its designate, for the Crown Land 
(Grazing Permit 787758) encompassed within the lands legally described as RL-10-
58-17-W4, more specifically, the North Part of River Lot 10 (Victoria Settlement) 
thereabout encompassing ~47 acres, in accordance with applicable legislation, 
including the Alberta Public Lands Act RSA 2000, Ch. P-40.” 

• Generally, Direct Sales of Crown Land are ONLY granted to municipalities or Metis 
Settlements. Private individuals and corporations are subject to a lengthy auction process. 

• Neither the Metis Nation of Alberta nor Metis Crossing constitute a Metis Settlement as 
defined in the Alberta Metis Settlements Act RSA 2000, Ch. M-14. 

• The proposed joint Application represents a unique example of a potential partnership 
between Smoky Lake County and the Metis Nation of Alberta, and it aligns with the recently 
adopted Victoria District Economic Development Strategy Bylaw 1372-20. 

• The current holder of the Grazing Permit (#787758) has indicated their willingness to 
surrender the parcel and facilitate the Application for Public Land Sale. 

• A blank copy of the application form for Application for Public Land Sale is attached for 
reference. © Attachment 4 

• A summary of the Public Land Sale (Direct Sale) process and timelines is attached for 
reference. © Attachment 5 

• NOTE: Joint-Application does not require Smoky Lake County to be the principle 
purchaser, require direct expenditure of capital, nor to be the final owner of the 
lands. 

 

 

• The proposal aligns with Smoky Lake County Strategic Plan Economic Development Goal 1.2 – Victoria District Economic 
Development Plan  

• The proposal aligns with Smoky Lake County Bylaw #1372-20: Victoria District Economic Development Strategy  

• The proposal aligns with Smoky Lake County Bylaw #1305-17: Victoria District Area Structure Plan ©  
 

 

Alberta Public Lands Act  
RSA 2000, Ch. P-40 
     
Sale of land 
18 The Minister may, if in the Minister’s opinion doing so will 



not conflict or be inconsistent with any applicable ALSA regional 
plan, 
 
(a) within 2 years after a sale by public auction that did not find a 
purchaser, sell the land by private sale at a price not less than the upset 
price, 
 
(b) repealed 2019 c12 s5, 
 
(c) reserve public land for any reason and for any period and permit the 
use of that land for any period and subject to any terms and conditions 
that the Minister prescribes by the 
Crown in right of Canada, by any department of the Government or by 
any person, without executing a disposition for it, and 
 
(d) promote good farm cultural practices and require proper 
range management efforts and the adoption of farming and 
grazing practices by disposition holders for conservation 
purposes. 
 
RSA 2000 cP-40 s18;2003 c11 s3(10);2009 cA-26.8 s91(14); 2019 c12 
s5 
 
Public Lands Administration Regulation, AR 187/2011 
 
 
Sale of public land 
6(1) In this section, “sell” means to transfer, as defined in the Land Titles 
Act, for valuable consideration, and includes a notification issued under 
section 30 of the Act or an instrument of transfer prescribed under the 
Land Titles Act. 
 
(2) The Minister may, subject to the Act and regulations, sell 
public land by public auction, private sale or tender, on the terms and 
conditions the Minister considers appropriate and at a price not less than 
the fair value of the land. 
 
(3) In determining the price at which the land will be sold, the Minister 
may take into consideration the purposes for which the land will be used. 
 
Exchange of public land 
7 The Minister may, subject to the Act and regulations and any 
applicable ALSA regional plan, exchange public land for other land if, in 
the opinion of the Minister, adequate compensation is obtained for the 
public land. 
 
Rejection of application where certain debts owed 
8 The Minister, a director or an officer, as the case may be, may refuse 
an application where the applicant has a debt owing to the Crown, or, 
with regard to any public land, owes arrears of taxes to a municipality. 
 
Application for formal disposition 
9(1) An application to the director for a formal disposition 
 
(a) must be made in a form acceptable to the director, 
  
(b) must contain an accurate description, acceptable to the 
director, of the land to which the application relates, 
  
(c) must, subject to any waiver under subsection (3), be accompanied 
with all applicable fees and other charges 
prescribed under section 9.1 of the Act, (d) must, if the application is for 
a disposition under section 5 authorizing the construction or occupation 
of an ancillary facility, be accompanied with a statement in a form 
acceptable to the director certifying the matters referred to 



in section 5(3)(c), 
  
(e) must, if the application relates to public land that is already the 
subject of a disposition under the Act or a timber disposition, be 
accompanied with a statement of consent, in a form acceptable to the 
director, that is signed by the disposition holder or timber disposition 
holder, 
  
(f) must be accompanied with a statement, in a form acceptable to the 
director, in which the applicant certifies that all proposed developments 
on the land to which the application relates will comply with all applicable 
disturbance standards, and 
  
(g) must be accompanied with any other documentation required under 
Part 3. 
 
(2) Within 30 days after service of a notice from the director requiring it, 
an applicant for a disposition must deliver to the director 
 
(a) security in an amount and form acceptable to the director for the 
performance of some or all of the applicant’s obligations under the Act, 
the regulations and the disposition applied for, and 
 
(b) any relevant information the director requests for the purposes of 
considering the application. 
 
(3) The director may waive the application of clause (1)(c) for any 
particular application and instead issue an invoice to the applicant 
for payment of any applicable fees or charges under section 9.1 of 
the Act, which invoice may be enforced as a debt owing to the 
Crown. 
 
(4) Subsection (1)(e) does not apply to an application for renewal 
under section 18. 
 
(5) The director 
  
(a) must reject an application if it does not meet the requirements of this 
section or if the applicant is served with a notice under subsection (2) 
and does not comply with that subsection, and 
  
(b) in any other case, must accept the application and proceed 
to consider it on its merits. 
 
(6) The director must register a notice of the acceptance or rejection of 
an application under this section within 30 days after receiving the 
application. 
 
(7) Where an application is rejected under this section, the director 
must notify the applicant of the rejection in writing as soon as possible. 
 
AR 187/2011 s9;57/2017 
 

 • By participating as a co-applicant in the Application, the County would: 
o dramatically improve the chances of the Application being successful; 
o facilitate a direct sale form the Crown to Metis Crossing, thereby 

expediting the timeframe of said sale (without the County’s assistance 
the process could take up to four (4) years; and 

o cause the Application to be exempted from the $1,050 application fee 
and $2,000 deposit. 

 • No Public Land Sale application is guaranteed to be successful; and 

• Staff time (minimal) will be required to assist with the application. 

 • Preserve the status quo and not dispose/consolidate said lands 
 



 

Operating Costs:    _________________    Capital Costs:  __________________   

Budget Available:   __                    ____       Source of Funds:  __________________ 

Budgeted Costs: _                            __     Unbudgeted Costs:   __________________ 

 
• Nil. 

 

 • Nil. 
 

 

 
That Smoky Lake County Council direct administration to proceed, at no cost to the County, with a Public Land Sale 
(PLS) Application as a co-applicant with the Metis Nation of Alberta (MNA) or its designate, for the Crown Land (Grazing 
Permit #787758) encompassed within the North Part of River Lot 10 (Victoria Settlement) thereabout encompassing 
approximately 47 acres more or less, in accordance with applicable legislation, including the Alberta Public Lands Act 
RSA 2000, Ch. P-40. 
 

  

 



 
Alberta Land Titles - SpinII Map 

 
Smoky Lake County – MuniSite Ortho  
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