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 SMOKY LAKE COUNTY 

 
Minutes of the Agricultural Service Board Meeting held on Tuesday, 
December 8, 2020 at 9:16 A.M. held virtually online through Electronic 
Communication Technology: Zoom Meeting. 

The meeting was called to Order by the Chief Administrative Officer, 
Gene Sobolewski in the presence of the following persons: 

   ATTENDANCE 
 Div. No. Councillor(s) Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2020 
 1 Dan Gawalko Present in Chambers 
 2 Johnny Cherniwchan Present in Chambers 
 3 Craig Lukinuk Present in Chambers 
 4 Lorne Halisky Present in Chambers 
 5 Randy Orichowski Present in Chambers 
 CAO Gene Sobolewski Present in Chambers 
 Assist. CAO Lydia Cielin Virtually Present 
 Finance Manager Brenda Adamson Virtually Present 
 Ag. Fieldman Carleigh McMullin Virtually Present 
 Assist. Ag. Fieldman Amanda Kihn Virtually Present 
 Legislative Svcs./R.S. Patti Priest Virtually Present 
 Planning & Dev. Assist. Kyle Schole Virtually Present 
 Natural Gas Manager Daniel Moric Virtually Present 
 ********************************************************* 
 One Member of the Media: Smoky Lake Signal was virtually present.  

No Members of the Public Present. 
 
 

 1. Election of Chairperson/Vice-Chairperson: 
 

Chairperson  
 The Chief Administrative Officer called first (1) time for nominations 

for Chairperson. 
 

132-20: Orichowski That Councillor Dan Gawalko be nominated as the Chairperson of the 
Agricultural Service Board. 
 
The Chief Administrative Officer called second (2) time for nominations 
for Chairperson. 
 
The Chief Administrative Officer called third (3) time for nominations 
for Chairperson. 
 
HEARING NO FURTHER NOMINATIONS. 
 

 The Chief Administrative Officer declared nominations for the 
Chairperson of the Agricultural Service Board, ceased. 

 
 Mr. Dan Gawalko was declared elected by acclamation by the Chief 

Administrative Officer as the Chairperson of the Agricultural Service 
Board for the ensuing year and assumed the Chair. 
 

Vice-Chairperson  
 The Chairperson called first (1) time for nominations for Vice-

Chairperson. 
 

133-20: Orichowski That Councillor Johnny Cherniwchan be nominated as the Vice-
Chairperson of the Agricultural Service Board. 
 
The Chairperson called second (2) time for nominations for Vice-
Chairperson. 
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The Chairperson called third (3) time for nominations for Vice-
Chairperson. 
 
HEARING NO FURTHER NOMINATIONS. 
 

 The Chairperson declared nominations for the Vice-Chairperson of the 
Agricultural Service Board, ceased. 
 

 Mr. Johnny Cherniwchan was declared elected by acclamation by the 
Chairperson as the Vice-Chairperson of the Agricultural Service Board 
for the ensuing year. 

 
 2.     Agenda: 

 
134-20: Halisky That the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board Meeting 

Agenda for Tuesday, December 8, 2020, be adopted as presented.  
 

Carried Unanimously. 
 

 3. Minutes: 
 

135-20: Lukinuk That the Minutes of the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board 
Meeting held on Wednesday, October 14, 2020, be adopted as presented. 
 

Carried. 
 

 
 

Amanda Mathiot, Cropping Coordinator, Lakeland Agricultural 
Research Association (LARA), virtually joined the meeting, time 9:19 
a.m. 
 

136-20: Cherniwchan That the Action List from the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service 
Board Meeting held on Wednesday, October 14, 2020, be filed for 
information. 

Carried. 
 

 4.    Request for Decision: 
 

Policy Statement No. 62-22-05 Northlands Farm Family Award 
137-20: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 62-22-05 Northlands 

Farm Family Award, be amended: 
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Carried. 
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Policy Statement No. 62-10-06 Agricultural Service Board Business Plan 
138-20: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 62-10-06: Agricultural 

Service Board Business Plan, be amended: 
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And acknowledge receipt of the 2020 Agricultural Service Board Grant 
Reporting Data Overview provided to Alberta Agriculture, outlining the 
outcome of programs in Year-2020, as follows, and in respect to Smoky 
Lake County Policy Statement 62-10-06: Agricultural Service Board 
Business Plan Year-2021: 

Ag Service Board Grant Reporting Overview  
AGRICULTURAL PEST ACT 
• 3 Agricultural Pest Inspectors appointed  
• 45 Clubroot fields Inspected - 1 Positive 
• 4 Fields inspected for Virulent Blackleg in canola 
• 3 Bertha armyworms locations monitored throughout County for AB Ag 
• 12 Locations for Grasshoppers monitored for AB Ag 
• 2 Fields Sampled for Fusarium Head Blight in Wheat 
• 44 Dams blasted 
• 41 Beaver tails brought in 
• 4 New water stabilizers installed (gizmos)  
• 5 repaired/upgraded gizmos 
• 15 1080 pills distributed 
• 0 Bottles of strychnine sold 
• 388 Problem beavers removed 
• 504 Pocket Gopher tails brought in 
• 0 Rat calls investigated 
 
WEED CONTROL ACT  
• 3 Weed Inspectors appointed 
• 0 Weed Enforcements  
• 1 Weed Notice issued with 17 locations 
• 40% of Municipal Rights of way’s were sprayed for control of noxious weeds 
• 2 Location sprayed for prohibited noxious weeds 
• 200 Introduction letters sent 
• All County roads mowed once 
 
SOIL CONSERVATION ACT  
• 2 Soil Conservation Inspectors appointed 
• 0 Soil Conservation letters issued 
• Monitoring for different types of soil erosion occurs throughout growing season 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND OUTREACH 
• 3 EFP’s completed 
• 18 virtual workshops open to all producers 
• 1 LARA Trial plot location in the County  

Carried. 
 

Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) – Year-2021 Contract 
139-20: Lukinuk That Smoky Lake County execute the Operational Funding Agreement 

with Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA), effective 
January 1, 2021 and expiring on December 31, 2021, with an Extension 
Programming funding contribution in the amount of $55,000.00 to 
LARA for Year-2021 to continue to receive unbiased environmental and 
extension programming for the Smoky Lake County Agricultural 
Community. 

Carried. 
 

 7. Delegation: 
 

Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) 
 Present before Smoky Lake County Council was Amanda Mathiot, 

Cropping Coordinator, Lakeland Agricultural Research Association 
(LARA), from 9:35 a.m. to 9:52 a.m., to provide a verbal summary of 
Year-2020 activities and plans for Year-2021, which included but was 
not limited to the following points: 

 Have developed environmental farm plans with local producers. 
 All seed trails have been processed and annual reports prepared. 
 There are four grant reports due for seed trails, including the 

alternative silage trail done in Smoky Lake County. 
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 Webinars were held for improving resilience of soil and high 
input, as well as a virtual waterwall workshop. 

 Webinars planned for 2021 will be relating to: hemp, livestock 
nutrition, soil, and crop health. 

 There were no in-house events due to COVID-19 and the 
webinars held were well attended. 

 Will inquire on behalf of the County as to why each municipality 
is being charged the rate that they are. 

 
 
 

Amanda Mathiot, Cropping Coordinator, Lakeland Agricultural 
Research Association (LARA), left the meeting, time 9:52 a.m. 
 
 

Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) – Yearend Update 
140-20: Lukinuk  That Smoky Lake County accept the verbal summary of Lakeland 

Agricultural Research Association (LARA) Year-2020 activities and 
plans for Year-2021, received from the December 16, 2020 delegation: 
Amanda Mathiot, Cropping Coordinator, LARA, for information. 
    

Carried. 
 

Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) - Awareness 
141-20: Lukinuk That Smoky Lake County promote the link to Lakeland Agricultural 

Research Association (LARA) for public awareness purposes on the 
front page of the County Website under “Notices” for a period of six 
months ending after June 2021. 

Carried. 
 

Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) - Farm Member Appointment 
142-20: Lukinuk That Smoky Lake County recommend for Lakeland Agricultural 

Research Association (LARA) to re-appoint Charlie Leskiw as Smoky 
Lake County Farm Member for the three-year term: 2021-2023 and 
reconfirm Barba Shapka is the Smoky Lake County Farm Member for 
the three-year term: 2020-2022; and extend an invitation to the LARA 
Farm Members to attend as a delegation at least once per year for the 
purpose of communicating LARA activities. 

Carried. 
 

 5. Issues for Information: 
 

Agricultural Service Board Chairperson’s Report 
143-20: Lukinuk That the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board Chairman’s 

Verbal Report as of December 16, 2020, be accepted for information. 
 

Carried. 
 

Agricultural Department Report 
144-20: Halisky That the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Fieldman’s written Report as 

of December 10, 2020 be accepted and filed for information. 
Carried. 

 
2020 Insect Survey Results 
145-20: Cherniwchan That Smoky Lake County accept the Year-2020 Insect Survey Results 

for bertha armyworms, cabbage seed weevil, pea leaf weevil, and wheat 
midge, within Smoky Lake County done in partnership with Alberta 
Agriculture and Forestry, for information.   

Carried. 
 

 
 

Scott Franchuk, Smoky Lake County Fire Chief, virtually joined the 
meeting, time 10:11 a.m. 
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2020 Provincial Agricultural Service Board Conference Resolutions 
146-20: Lukinuk That Smoky Lake County Council support the Year-2020 Provincial 

Agricultural Service Board Conference Resolution from MD of Peace 
No. 135, titled: Agricultural Research Association Check Off Option, 
as follows:  

that Alberta Agriculture and Forestry and the Alberta 
Agricultural Products Marketing Council create the option for 
producers to allocate check-off dollars directly to their local 
Applied Research Association or various approved Agricultural 
Research and Development Organizations or Agricultural 
Service Board. 

Carried. 
 

147-20: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council support the Year-2020 Provincial 
Agricultural Service Board Conference Resolution from Parkland 
County, titled: Protect Farmers Rights to Use Farm Saved Seed, as 
follows: 

that Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada abandon the proposal to 
implement the adoption of End Point Royalties or farm saved 
seed "trailing royalty contracts" and pursue investment options 
for globally competitive crop variety development that have 
direct and tangible on farm benefits.  

Carried. 
 

148-20: Cherniwchan That Smoky Lake County Council support the Year-2020 Provincial 
Agricultural Service Board Conference Resolution from Flagstaff 
County, titled: An Effective Solution for Control Of Richardson 
Ground Squirrels in Alberta, as follows: 

that the Pest Management Regulatory Agency have Strychnine 
registration extended until an effective and safe alternative 
control be found and/or Alberta Agriculture and Forestry make 
significant funding available for research into a sustainable, long 
term solution for control of Richardson ground squirrels. 

 
Carried. 

 
149-20: Cherniwchan  That Smoky Lake County Council support the Year-2020 Provincial 

Agricultural Service Board Conference Resolution from Stetter County 
No. 6, titled: Registration Of 2% Liquid Strychnine, as follows: 

that the Provincial Minister of Agriculture and Forestry lobby 
with all other Provincial Ministries of Agriculture to encourage 
Health Canada and the Pest Management Regulatory Agency to 
reinstate 2% Liquid Strychnine on the market available on a 
temporary basis to agricultural producers to utilize on their farms 
for control of Richardson's Ground Squirrels. And further, 
That Alberta Agriculture and Forestry create and maintain a 
system that provides producers participating in the Farmer 
Pesticide Certificate program the opportunity to purchase and use 
Strychnine safely. 

Carried. 
 

150-20: Orichowski That Smoky Lake County Council support the Year-2020 Provincial 
Agricultural Service Board Conference Resolution from Stetter County 
No. 6, titled: Reinstating Provincial Agricultural Department Staff, 
as follows: 

that the Ministry of Alberta Agriculture and Forestry reinstates 
funding for extension staff that will assist agricultural, 
apicultural, and horticultural producers throughout Alberta. 
 

Carried. 
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151-20: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council support the Year-2020 Provincial 
Agricultural Service Board Conference Resolution from Northern 
Sunrise County, titled: Delegation of ASB's and AAAF to Agricultural 
Associations and Commodity Groups, as follows: 

that the Commodity Groups and Agricultural Associations listed 
below be contacted and requested to have an Agricultural Service 
Board (ASB) representative chosen by the ASB Provincial 
Committee and a technical advisor chosen by the AAAF to be 
present as a delegation during policy and legislative discussions 
at their Board/Director meetings and/or Annual General 
Meetings & Special Meetings. 

Carried. 
 

152-20: Lukinuk That Smoky Lake County Council support the Year-2020 Provincial 
Agricultural Service Board Conference Resolution from Vulcan County, 
titled: Pesticide Container Collection Program, as follows: 

that Alberta Environment and Parks develop, with 
CleanFARMS, an empty pesticide container program that places 
the responsibility of collecting pesticide containers in Alberta 
with the Agricultural Retail/Dealer and removes the 
responsibility from the municipalities. 

Carried. 
 

 Kyle Schole, Planning and Development Assistant, Left the meeting, 
time 10:19 a.m. 
 

153-20: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council support the Year-2020 Provincial 
Agricultural Service Board Conference Resolution from Municipal 
District of Taber, titled: Weed Issues on Oil and Gas Sites in Rural 
Alberta as follows: 

that Alberta Environment and Parks, Alberta Energy and the 
Alberta Energy Regulator, who are responsible for energy 
development, to put in place appropriate legislation and standards 
to protect landowners from undue hardship as a result of oil and 
gas company neglect of oil and gas site maintenance issues, 
namely weed control. 

Carried. 
 

154-20: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council support the Year-2020 Provincial 
Agricultural Service Board Conference Resolution from County of 
Barrhead, titled: Fusarium Testing After Cleaning, as follows: 

that Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada revise the labeling 
requirements to include "Fusarium Free" seed, in that the sample 
is taken at the seed plant after it is cleaned by the seed plant 
operator in order to ensure the quality of the certified seed, and 
test results, same as the germination test, will have to be provided 
to the buyer. 

 
Carried. 

 
155-20: Lukinuk That Smoky Lake County Council support the Year-2020 Provincial 

Agricultural Service Board Conference Resolution from County of 
Wetaskiwin No. 10, titled: Federal Fuel Charge, as follows: 

that Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, Alberta Environment and 
Parks, and Alberta Energy jointly lobby the Government of 
Canada alongside Alberta's Agricultural Service Boards and the 
Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) to provide an exemption 
for all consumption of propane and natural gas for all recognized 
agricultural production, including, but not limited to grain 
farming, greenhouse, and other similar practices. 

Carried. 
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 6. Correspondence: 
 

Health Canada - 2% Liquid Strychnine Concentrate 
156-20: Orichowski That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the correspondence 

from a Pesticide Compliance & Enforcement Officer from the Pesticide 
Compliance Program, Health Canada, dated October 28, 2020, in regard 
to the 2% Liquid Strychnine Concentrate (Registration No. 30433 PCP 
Act) being cancelled and phased out with timelines as follows: 

• last date of sale by Registrant is March 4, 2021 (Manufacturer), 
• last date of sale by Retailer is March 4, 2022, 
• last date of permitted use is March 4. 2023. 

Carried. 
 

 8.    Executive Session: 
 

 No Executive Session. 
 

Next Meeting  
157-20: Halisky That the next Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board 

Meeting be scheduled for Tuesday, February 16, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. to 
be held virtually, through Electronic Communication Technology as per 
Bylaw 1376-20 and/or physically in County Council Chambers. 
 

Carried. 
 

 ADJOURNMENT: 
 

158-20: Gawalko That the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board Meeting of 
December 8, 2020, be adjourned, time 10:24 a.m. 

   Carried. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

                                    _________________________________ 
    CHAIRPERSON 

 
 
 
 

    S E A L 
  _________________________________  

 CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 


