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 Minutes of Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Service Board Regular 
Meeting held on Monday, February 12, 2024, at 1:02 P.M. held in 
Smoky Lake County Council Chambers and virtually online through 
Electronic Communication Technology. 
 
The meeting was called to Order by the Chairperson, Dan Gawalko, in 
the presence of the following persons: 

   ATTENDANCE 
 Title Name Mon. Feb. 12, 2024 
 Committee Member Dan Gawalko Present in Chambers 
 Committee Member Jered Serben Present in Chambers 
 Alt. Committee Member Dominique Cere Absent 
 Alt. Committee Member Lorne Halisky Absent 
 Producer-at-Large Member Tori Ponich Present in Chambers 
 Producer-at-Large Member Curtis Boychuk Absent 
 Producer-at-Large Member Tamara Flondra Present in Chambers 
 Alt. Producer-at-Large Member Kurt Melnyk Present in Chambers 
 Alt. Producer-at-Large Member Brett Rurka Absent 
 County Interim CAO Lydia Cielin Present in Chambers 
 Ag. Fieldman Carleigh Danyluk Present in Chambers 
 Assistant Ag. Fieldman Amanda Khin Absent 
 County Executive Services/R.S. Patti Priest Present in Chambers 
 ********************************************************* 
 No Members of the Media were Present.  

5 Members of the Public were Present in Council Chambers. 
6 Members of the Public were Present virtually, online. 
 
Delegation: Alyssa Krawchuk, Executive Director, Lakeland 
Agricultural Research Association (LARA), was present in Chambers. 
 

 2.     Agenda: 
 

ASB22-24: Flondra That Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Service Board Meeting Agenda 
for Monday, February 12, 2024, be adopted as amended: 
 

Addition to the Agenda: 
1. Email from Plot2Farm program, dated February 9, 2024 – Re: 

Field Scale Trials with Lakeland Agricultural Research 
Association (LARA) and Alberta Grains. 

 
Carried Unanimously. 

 
 3. Minutes: 

 
ASB23-24: Ponich That the Minutes of Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Service Board 

Meeting held on Tuesday, December 12, 2023, be adopted as presented.  
 

Carried. 
 

 7. Delegation: 
 

Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) 
 Present before the Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Service Board 

from 1:03 p.m. to 1:58 p.m., was Alyssa Krawchuk, Executive Director, 
Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA), to provide the 
following slide presentation: 
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 4.    Request for Decision: 
 

Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) – Producer Membership Funding 
ASB24-24: Serben 
 

That Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Service Board recommends: 
that Smoky Lake County provides a municipal contribution in the 
amount of $55,000.00 towards the Lakeland Agricultural Research 
Association (LARA) Year-2024 Operating Budget, and enters into an 
agreement to allow Smoky Lake County producers access to LARA’s 
Year-2024 environmental and extension programming; and request all 
relevant detailed historical information from LARA in respect to the 
number of LARA events held in Smoky Lake County and the number of 
Smoky Lake County producers who were in attendance; and have the 
Smoky Lake County Agricultural Fieldman bring forward options for 
providing environmental and extension programming specific to Smoky 
Lake County Producers in Year-2025, for consideration in October 
2024. 

Carried. 
 

 5. Issues for Information: 
 
 Nil. 
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 6. Correspondence: 
 

Connect for Food Symposium “a thriving food industry local and beyond” 
ASB25-24: Flondra That the save-the-date poster received by Smoky Lake County’s 

Agricultural Service Board, from Perry Phillips, Co-founder, Connect 
for Food, through an email dated January 26, 2024, to the Agricultural 
Fieldman, in respect to the Symposium: “a thriving food industry local 
and beyond”, held in partnership with Community Futures, scheduled 
for April 15, 2024, at a location to be announced, be filed for 
information. 

Carried. 
 
 

  Addition to the Agenda: 
 

Plot2Farm Program - Field Scale Trials with LARA and Alberta Grains 
ASB26-24: Melnyk That the email correspondence received by Smoky Lake County’s 

Agricultural Service Board, from the Plot2Farm program, through an 
email dated February 9, 2024, to the Agricultural Fieldman, in respect to 
the Plot2Farm Program opportunity for Field Scale Trials with Lakeland 
Agricultural Research Association (LARA) and Alberta Grains, be filed 
for information. 

Carried. 
 
 

 7. Delegation: 
 

Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) - Delegation 
ASB27-24: Flondra That Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Service Board acknowledge 

receipt of the presentation provided by the February 12, 2024, 
Delegation: Alyssa Krawchuk, Executive Director, Lakeland 
Agricultural Research Association (LARA). 

Carried. 
 
 

 8.    Executive Session: 
 

 No Executive Session. 
 
 

 9. Date and time of Next Meeting: 
 

Next Agricultural Service Board Meeting 
 The next Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board Meeting has 

been previously scheduled for Tuesday, March 5, 2024, at 1:00 p.m., 
to be held virtually, through Electronic Communication Technology as 
per Bylaw 1376-20 and/or physically in County Council Chambers. 
 

 
 ADJOURNMENT: 

 
ASB28-24: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Service Board Meeting of 

February 12, 2024, be adjourned, time 2:05 p.m. 
   Carried. 

 
 

                                    _________________________________ 
    CHAIRPERSON 

 
 
 
 

    S E A L 
  _________________________________  

 CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 


