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 SMOKY LAKE COUNTY 

 
Minutes of the Agricultural Service Board Meeting held on Tuesday, 
December 14, 2021, at 9:05 A.M. held virtually online through 
Electronic Communication Technology: Zoom Meeting and physically 
in County Council Chambers. 

The meeting was called to Order by the Chief Administrative Officer, 
Gene Sobolewski, in the presence of the following persons: 

   ATTENDANCE 
 Div. No. Councillor(s) Tuesday, Dec. 14, 2021 
 1 Dan Gawalko Present in Chambers 
 2 Linda Fenerty Present in Chambers 
 3 Dominique Cere Present in Chambers 
 4 Lorne Halisky Present in Chambers 
 5 Jered Serben Present in Chambers 
 CAO Gene Sobolewski Present in Chambers 
 Assist. CAO Lydia Cielin Virtually Present 
 Finance Manager Brenda Adamson Virtually Present 
 Ag. Fieldman Carleigh McMullin Present in Chambers 
 Assist. Ag. Fieldman Amanda Kihn Present in Chambers 
 Legislative Svcs./R.S. Patti Priest Virtually Present 
 Natural Gas Manager  Daniel Moric Virtually Present 
 GIS Officer Carole Dowhaniuk Virtually Present 
 ********************************************************* 
 No Members of the Media were Present.  

No Members of the Public were Present. 
 

 1. Election of Chairperson/Vice-Chairperson: 
 

Chairperson  
 The Chief Administrative Officer called a first (1) time for nominations 

for Chairperson of the Agricultural Service Board. 
 

104-20: Halisky That Councillor Dan Gawalko be nominated as the Chairperson of the 
Agricultural Service Board. 
 
The Chief Administrative Officer called a second (2) time for 
nominations for Chairperson. 
 
The Chief Administrative Officer called a third (3) time for 
nominations for Chairperson. 
 
HEARING NO FURTHER NOMINATIONS. 
 

 The Chief Administrative Officer declared nominations for the 
Chairperson of the Agricultural Service Board, ceased. 

 
 Mr. Dan Gawalko was declared elected by acclamation by the Chief 

Administrative Officer as the Chairperson of the Agricultural Service 
Board for the ensuing year and assumed the Chair. 
 

Vice-Chairperson  
 The Chairperson called a first (1) time for nominations for Vice-

Chairperson. 
 

105-20: Halisky That Councillor Linda Fenerty be nominated as the Vice-Chairperson 
of the Agricultural Service Board. 
 
The Chairperson called a second (2) time for nominations for Vice-
Chairperson. 
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The Chairperson called a third (3) time for nominations for Vice-
Chairperson. 
 
HEARING NO FURTHER NOMINATIONS. 
 

 The Chairperson declared nominations for the Vice-Chairperson of the 
Agricultural Service Board, ceased. 
 

 Ms. Linda Fenerty was declared elected by acclamation by the 
Chairperson as the Vice-Chairperson of the Agricultural Service Board 
for the ensuing year. 

 
 2.     Agenda: 

 
106-21: Serben That the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board Meeting 

Agenda for Tuesday, December 14, 2021, be adopted as presented.  
 

Carried Unanimously. 
 

 3. Minutes: 
 

107-21: Fenerty That the Minutes of the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service 
Board Meeting held on Tuesday, October 12, 2021, be adopted as 
presented. 

Carried. 
 

 There was no Action List required from the Smoky Lake County 
Agricultural Service Board Meeting held on Tuesday, October 12, 
2021. 
 

 4.    Request for Decision: 
 

Policy Statement No. 62-28-04 Mowing Program 
108-21: Halisky That the Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 62-28-04: Mowing 

Program be amended: 
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Carried. 
 

 Delegation: Doug Macaulay, Agricultural Service Board Manager, 
Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, virtually joined the meeting, time 
9:24 a.m.  
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Lakeland Agricultural Research Association Year-2022 Contract 
109-21: Halisky That Smoky Lake County’s Agricultural Service Board Chairperson 

attend the next Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) 
board meeting in February 2022, for the purpose of requesting a 25% 
reduction to the Year-2022 County funding contribution in the amount 
of $55,000.00 to the amount of $41,250.00 towards LARA’s extension 
programming services and research with emphasis on cattle production. 
  

Carried. 
 

 
 

Dave Franchuk, Environmental Operations Manager, virtually joined 
the meeting, time 9:47 a.m. 
 

 7. Delegation: 
 

Alberta Agriculture and Forestry - Agricultural Service Board Member Orientation 
 Virtually present before Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service 

Board from 9:29 a.m. to 10:53 a.m., was Doug Macaulay, Agricultural 
Service Board Manager, Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, to provide 
the Provincial Agricultural Service Board Member Orientation, which 
explained: why we have Agricultural Service Boards, what they do, 
what a member’s role is, and what the role of an agricultural fieldman 
is. 

 
 
 

Doug Macaulay, Agricultural Service Board Manager, Alberta 
Agriculture and Forestry, virtually left the meeting, time 10:53 a.m. 
 

 
 

Alyssa Krawchuk, Manager, Forage and Livestock Program, Lakeland 
Agricultural Research Association (LARA), virtually joined the 
meeting, time 10:59 a.m. 
 
Barb Shapka, Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) 
Farm Member representative for Smoky Lake County entered Council 
Chambers, time 10:58 a.m. 
 

Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) 
 Virtually present before Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service 

Board from 11:02 a.m. to 11:19 a.m., was Alyssa Krawchuk, Manager, 
Forage and Livestock Program, Lakeland Agricultural Research 
Association (LARA), to provide and speak to a presentation including 
the following information: 
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Alyssa Krawchuk, Manager, Forage and Livestock Program, Lakeland 
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Agricultural Research Association (LARA), agreed to provide Council 
a breakdown of funding allocation towards extension and research for 
information. 

 
 
 

Alyssa Krawchuk, Manager, Forage and Livestock Program, Lakeland 
Agricultural Research Association (LARA), virtually left the meeting, 
time 11:20 a.m. 
 

Lakeland Agricultural Research Association Farm Member Appointment 
110-21: Halisky That the Smoky Lake County Council recommend Barb Shapka be re-

appointed as a Farm Member representative for Smoky Lake County to 
the Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) Board for 
another 2-year term: 2022-2024. 

Carried. 
 

Policy Statement No. 62-10-05: Agricultural Service Board Business Plan 
111-21: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 62-10-05: Agricultural 

Service Board Business Plan 2022, including the 2021 Agricultural 
Service Board Grant Reporting data overview, be amended: 
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 Ag Service Board Grant Reporting Overview  
 

The following is an over view of the report that is sent to Alberta 
Agriculture, outlining the outcomes of our programs in 2021. 

AGRICULTURAL PEST ACT 
 3 Agricultural Pest Inspectors appointed  
 75 Clubroot fields Inspected - 6 Positive 
 4 Fields inspected for Virulent Blackleg in canola 
 3 Bertha armyworms locations monitored throughout County for AB Ag 
 12 Locations for Grasshoppers monitored for AB Ag 
 2 Fields Sampled for Fusarium Head Blight in Wheat 
 52 Beaver tails brought in 
 4 New water stabilizers installed (gizmos)  
 7 repaired/upgraded gizmos 
 0 1080 pills distributed 
 0 Bottles of strychnine sold 
 193 Problem beavers removed 
 457 Pocket Gopher tails brought in 
 0 Rat calls investigated 

 
WEED CONTROL ACT  

 3 Weed Inspectors appointed 
 0 Weed Enforcements  
 1 Weed Notice issued with 11 locations 
 50% of Municipal Rights of way’s were sprayed for control of noxious weeds 
 2 Location sprayed for prohibited noxious weeds 
 336 Introduction letters sent 
 All County roads mowed once 

 SOIL CONSERVATION ACT  
 2 Soil Conservation Inspectors appointed 
 0 Soil Conservation letters issued 
 Monitoring for different types of soil erosion occurs throughout growing 

season 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND OUTREACH 

 0 EFP’s completed 
 19 virtual and in person workshops open to all producers 
 1 LARA Trial plot location in the County including a Hemp Trial 

  
Carried. 

 
 5. Issues for Information: 

 
Agricultural Service Board Chairperson’s Report 
 The Agricultural Service Board Chairperson: Dan Gawalko Councillor 

Division 1, provided the following written Agricultural Service Board 
Chairperson’s report: 
 Wanda Austin the chair opened the meeting at 1 pm she had no chair report at this time. 
 Alyssa gave the office building update they received the beautification grant /Ioan 

through community futures Bonnyville and the MD of Bonnyville for 10,000 dollars she is 
waiting for some quotes on window replacement and replacing the lights in the office and 
shop her and Kellie are looking into emission reduction Alberta grants also. 

 Lots of wear on the old forage harvester its in for repairs thinking about replacing it in the 
next 5-10 years looking at costs for replacing their truck they use for hauling equipment 
and also the trailer they are currently using with that unit. 

 FarmRITE report, the next meeting will be on Nov 15/21 goals moving forward working 
with ROAR potential new core grant towards manpower and updating their website. 

 Managers’ report was given by Alyssa the new LARA website is almost ready to launch, 
RDAR has created an extension task force and requested that the Applied Research and 
Forage Associations in the province sit on it Lisa Jeffrey is our rep from Peace Country 
Beef & Forage Alyssa is the alternate, LARA staff are looking into potential projects to 
apply for through ROAR and also looking to develop a research committee LARA. 

 Research report, all trials have been combined and the seed processed, currently 
working on data analysis and compilation, soil sampled the liming trials to determine PH 
levels attended the rvac meeting for the rvt trial program. 

 Kellie gave the AESA report lots of interest in the Environmental Farm Plans EFPs due 
to many grant programs requiring a completed EFP, she is involved in the Thought for 
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food initiative aimed at increasing local food use hosted the Living labs producer 
engagement session and know workshop with ag safe Alberta, she will also be attending 
a meeting on potential hemp projects across the province with Amanda. 

 The financial statements were presented and 2022 budget was also presented and 
discussed. 

 The LFA report was given, and they are constructing a new dugout in pasture C4 to 
replace an aging one. 

 Upcoming events, cultivating resilience on the farm by Leslie Kelly on November 16 in 
Ashmont, looking into some webinars for 2022, and a decision was made not to host 
Farmer Appreciation night in 2022 because of the ongoing covid issues. 

 The next board meeting is at Ashmont on December 13 2021 at 1:00 pm, for any 
financial statements or the minutes of this meeting please contact a LARA staff member 
at the Fort Kent office. 

 

Agricultural Service Board Chairperson’s Report 
112-21: Halisky That the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board Chairman’s 

report for the period: October 13, 2021 to December 14, 2021, in regard 
to the Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA), be 
accepted for information. 

Carried. 
 

 
 

Kyle Schole, Planning and Development Assistant, virtually joined the 
meeting, time 11:42 a.m. 
 

Agricultural Fieldman’s Report: 
Nuisance Cat Control in Hamlets 
113-21: Halisky That the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Fieldman research options 

for nuisance cat control in Hamlets under Smoky Lake County’s 
jurisdiction. 

Carried. 
 

Agricultural Fieldman’s Report 
114-21: Halisky That the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Fieldman’s written Report 

as of November 29, 2021, be accepted and filed for information. 
 

Carried. 
 

Year-2021 Clubroot Map 
115-21: Serben That Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board, accept the 

Agricultural Service Board Departments’ Year-2021 Clubroot Map, as 
presented for information. 

Carried. 
 

Alberta Crop Report Year-2021 
116-21: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board, accept the 

Alberta Crop Report, produced by Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, 
Natural Resource Management Branch in partnership with Alberta 
Agricultural Fieldmen and staff of AFSC, outlining crop conditions as 
of October 12, 2021, as the final report for 2021, as presented for 
information. 

Carried. 
 

Year-2021 Insect Survey Results for Smoky Lake County 
117-21: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board, accept the Insect 

Survey Results for Smoky Lake County Year-2021, as presented for 
information. 

Carried. 
 
 

 
 

Jordan Ruegg, Planning and Development Manager, virtually joined 
the meeting, time 12:00 p.m. 
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Year-2022 Provincial Agricultural Service Board Conference 
118-21: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board approve the 

following people: Councillor Linda Fenerty, Agricultural Fieldman 
Carleigh Danyluk, and Assistant Agricultural Fieldman Amanda Kihn, 
to attend the Year-2022 Provincial Agricultural Service Board 
Conference, scheduled for January 25-17, 2022, at the Westin Hotel, 
Edmonton. 

Carried. 
 

2022 Provincial Agricultural Service Board Resolutions 
119-21: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board, support in 

favour of all five of the resolutions being brought forward to the Year-
2022 Provincial Agricultural Service Board Conference, as follows: 
 

Resolution # 1-22:  Vegetation Management on Alberta Provincial 
Highways, 

Resolution # 2-22:  Restoration of Alberta Agriculture, Forestry 
and Rural Economic Development Regional 
Network of Experts, 

Resolution # 3-22:  Celebrate Canada Agriculture Day in Alberta 
Schools (February 22, 2022), 

Resolution # 4-22:  Properly Managing Ungulate Populations, and 
Resolution # 5-22:  Exemption of Natural Gas and Propane for 

Agriculture Under the Greenhouse Gasp 
Pollution Pricing Act. 

Carried. 
 

 6. Correspondence: 
 

Municipal District of Fairview No. 136 
120-21: Cere That the letter received by Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service 

Board, from Phil Kolodychuk, Agricultural Service Board Chairman, 
Municipal District of Fairview No. 136, dated October 18, 2021, in 
concerning reductions in in Agricultural Service Board funding, be 
filed for information. 

Carried. 
 

Municipal District of Fairview No. 136 
121-21: Fenerty That the letter received by Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service 

Board, from Ian Sundquist, Agricultural Service Board Chairman, 
Municipal District of Willow Creek, dated November 24, 2021, 
concerning the Government of Canada’s plan to reduce emissions from 
fertilizer and how it negatively impacts agricultural producers, be filed 
for information. 

Carried. 
 

Next Meeting  
122 -21: Halisky That the next Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board 

Meeting be scheduled for Tuesday, February 15, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. 
to be held virtually, through Electronic Communication Technology as 
per Bylaw 1376-20 and/or physically in County Council Chambers. 
 

Carried. 
 

Alberta Agriculture and Forestry Agricultural Service Board Member Orientation 
123-21: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board, acknowledge all 

five (5) Smoky Lake County Councillors attended the Provincial 
Agricultural Service Board Member Orientation, provided by the 
Delegation: Doug Macaulay, Agricultural Service Board Manager, 
Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, on December 14, 2021. 

Carried. 
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Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA) 
124-21: Serben That Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board, accept the 

presentation from Alyssa Krawchuk, Manager, Forage and Livestock 
Program, Lakeland Agricultural Research Association (LARA), for 
information as presented on December 14, 2021. 

Carried. 
 

 ADJOURNMENT: 
 

125-21: Halisky That the Smoky Lake County Agricultural Service Board Meeting of 
December 14, 2021, be adjourned, time 12:14 p.m. 

   Carried. 
 

 
                                    _________________________________ 

    CHAIRPERSON 
 
 
 
 

    S E A L 
  _________________________________  

 CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 


