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 SMOKY LAKE COUNTY 

 
Minutes of the County Council Meeting held on Thursday, June 25, 
2020 at 9:03 A.M. held virtually online through Electronic 
Communication Technology: Zoom Meeting. 

The meeting was called to order by the Reeve, Mr. Craig Lukinuk, in 
the presence of the following persons: 
 

   ATTENDANCE 
 Div. No. Councillor(s) Thursday, June 25, 2020 
 1 Dan Gawalko Virtually Present 
 2 Johnny Cherniwchan Virtually Present 
 3 Craig Lukinuk Virtually Present 
 4 Lorne Halisky Virtually Present 
 5 Randy Orichowski Virtually Present 
 CAO Cory Ollikka Virtually Present 
 Asst. CAO Lydia Cielin Virtually Present 
 Finance Manager Brenda Adamson Virtually Present 
 Legislative Svcs/R.S. Patti Priest Virtually Present 
 ********************************************************* 
 Observers in Attendance Upon Call to Order: 
 Public Works Mgr. Doug Ponich Virtually Present 
 Plan/Dev Manager Jordan Ruegg Virtually Present 
 Communications Tech. Evonne Zukiwski Virtually Present 
 Agricultural Fieldman Carleigh McMullin Virtually Present 
 Media Smoky Lake Signal Virtually Present 
 Media Redwater Review Virtually Present 
 Public None N/A 
    
    

 2. Agenda: 
 

888-20: Gawalko That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting Agenda for Thursday, 
June 25, 2020, be adopted, as amended: 
 

Additions to the Agenda 
1. Letter from Roy & Judy Shupenia dated June 25, 2020 – Re: 

Shores of Whitefish Lake surrounding Hillside Acres 
Subdivision. 

2. Email from David Noël dated June 23, 2020 – Re: Request for 
Culvert Installation on Private Land. 

3. Property approach to SE-23-58-14-W4 on Range Road 141, ¾ 
of a mile South of Township Road 584. 

4. Email Communication Protocol for Councillor Requests. 
 

Carried Unanimously. 
 
 

 3.  Minutes: 
 

Minutes of May 28, 2020 – County Council Meeting 
889-20: Cherniwchan That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting held on 

Thursday, May 28, 2020, be adopted as presented. 
Carried. 

 
 

 Kyle Schole, Planning and Development Assistant, virtually joined the 
meeting, time 9:10 a.m. 
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 4. Request for Decision: 
 

Policy Statement No. 03-16-04: Road Closure or Cancellation 
890-20: Halisky 
 
 
 

That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 03-16-04: Road Closure 
or Cancellation, be amended: 
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Carried. 
 
 

 
 

Randy Orichowski, Deputy Reeve, virtually left the meeting, time 9:29 
a.m. 
 
 

 Randy Orichowski, Deputy Reeve, virtually re-joined the meeting, time 
9:39 a.m. 
 
 

Bylaw No. 1380-20 - Road Closure of Undeveloped Government Road Allowance: East 
Side of River Lot 10 (Victoria Settlement) 
891-20: Lukinuk That Smoky Lake County Council Bylaw No. 1380-20 for the Road 

Closure of Undeveloped Government Road Allowance: East side of 
River Lot 10 (Victoria Settlement), containing 2.51 hectares (6.21 acres) 
more or less, for the purpose of closing to public travel and disposing of, 
portions of a public highway in accordance with section 22 of the 
Municipal Government Act, Chapter m-26, Revised Statutes of Alberta 
2000, as amended, be given FIRST READING; and schedule Public 
Hearing for a future County Council Meeting, subject to approval 
through ministerial order. 

Carried. 
 
 
 

 Brenda Adamson, Finance Manager left the meeting, time 9:42 a.m.  
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Policy Statement No. 03-36-01: Roadside Brushing Program 
892-20: Halisky 
 
 
 

That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 03-36-01: Roadside 
Brushing Program, be adopted: 
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Carried. 
 

 Danny Gawalko, Councillor, left the meeting, time 9:59 a.m. 
 
Brenda Adamson, Finance Manager, virtually re-joined the meeting, 
time 9:59 a.m.  
 
Danny Gawalko, Councillor, virtually re-joined the meeting, time 10:00 
a.m. 
 
Brenda Adamson, Finance Manager, left the meeting, time 10:05 a.m. 
 
Brenda Adamson, Finance Manager, virtually re-joined the meeting, 
time 10:05 a.m. 
 
Kyle Schole, Planning and Development Assistant, left the meeting 
10:06 a.m. 
 

Bylaw No. 1368-20: Thorhild County Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework  
893-20: Orichowski That Smoky Lake County defer giving first reding to Bylaw No. 1368-

20: Thorhild County Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework, and 
pursue a meeting with Thorhild County for the purpose of discussing 
sections of the bylaw including but not limited to:    

 
5.1.2  Water: Smoky Lake County, Thorhild County, the Town of 

Smoky Lake and the Villages of Vilna and Waskatenau joined 
together to form the Highway 28/63 Regional Water Services 
Commission to provide water to the Thorhild and Smoky Lake 
Counties and the communities within these Counties. 

 
7.25 Each Party’s portion of the arbitration costs shall be determined 

by each respective Party's population. For greater certainty, this 
means that Smoky Lake County’s portion of the costs would be 
43% of the total and Thorhild County’s portion of the costs 
would be 57% of the total, based on the 2019 Alberta Municipal 
Affairs Population List. These percentages will remain for the 
duration of the term of this Framework.    

Carried. 
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 Daniel Moric, Natural Gas Manager, virtually joined the meeting, time 

10:23 a.m. 
 

Municipal Agricultural Disaster 
894-20: Orichowski That Smoky Lake County declare a Municipal Agricultural Disaster to 

bring awareness to the unseeded acres due to excessive moisture and/or 
the inability to complete the 2019 harvest, the loss of seeded acres due 
to excessive moister, as well as pastureland and hay crops under water 
within Smoky Lake County in Year-2020; and notify Glenn van Dijken: 
MLA for Athabasca-Barrhead-Westlock, Devin Dreeshen, Minister of 
Agriculture and Forestry, and Shannon Stubbs, MP for Lakeland, for 
awareness and consideration of financial assistance programs. 
 

Carried. 
 

Farmer’s and Rancher’s Appreciation Day Lunch 
895-20: Orichowski That Smoky Lake County Council rescind June 16, 2020, Motion #835-

20 in regard to hosting a Farmer’s and Rancher’s Appreciation lunch 
event on July 23, 2020, due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

Carried. 
 
 

 
 

Addition to the Agenda: 

Year-2020 Culvert Program Installation Addition - SE-23-60-19-W4 - Range Road 191 
896-20: Orichowski That Smoky Lake County add the installation of two (2) culverts to the 

Year-2020 Culvert Program Installations on the land legally described 
as SE-23-60-19-W4 and supply reject sand and clay for the said project 
(with gravel at the owners expense) for the purpose of encouraging the 
natural waterflow and to abate flooding issues near the said location on 
Range Road 191; in response to the email from David Noël dated June 
23, 2020 regarding same. 

Carried. 
 
 

Property Approach at SE-23-58-14-W4 on Rge Rd 141, ¾ of a mile South of Twp Rd 584 
897-20: Cherniwchan That Smoky Lake County approve a culvert extension and widening of 

the property approach from Range Road 141, ¾ of a mile South of 
Township Road 584, to the land legally described as SE-23-58-14-W4; 
subject to the owner of the said lands paying for the culvert, and prior to 
the commencement of the Year-2020 Harvest, for the purpose of 
correcting the erosion issues as recommended by the Public Works 
Manager. 

Carried. 
 
 

Email Communication Protocol for Councillor Requests 
898-20: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council review Policy Statement No. 01-28-

01: Regular County Council Meeting: Issue for Information and 
Information Releases, to incorporate digital communication protocol 
with respect to utilizing an email account accessible by all Councillors, 
CAO and Assistant CAO, for the purpose of Council communicating 
issues in a timely manner through the CAO with the ability to carbon 
copy County Managers if need be; and the ability for Managers to 
respond to Council through the CAO, directly.  

Carried. 
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 5.    Issues for Information: 
 

Chief Administrative Officer’s Report 
 The Chief Administrative Officer provided a report to Council for the 

period of May 26, 2020 to June 24, 2020: 
 

Legislative/Governance: 
 While some quarters of the economy are starting to re-open, 

physical distancing remains imperative and a cornerstone of 
navigating the ongoing pandemic of COVID-19. County staff have 
all performed incredibly well in the "new normal". The public have 
had full access to all our services other than walk-in to front 
counter. Through telephone and zoom/whereby (virtual) meetings, 
we have effectively provided all services. We have recently allowed 
occasional staff other than the appointed shift staff to come to the 
office if deadlines require it as long as they maintain hygiene 
protocols and maintain social distance. Given the ongoing 
pandemic and need for social distancing, I suggest that the front-
counter services be evaluated by Council after the summer (perhaps 
in September). In the meantime, we have managed to secure plastic 
"sneeze guards" at both offices and they have been installed this 
week at a cost of $1000. This is overdue, as shipping/receiving has 
been a concern of mine for some time. This will, of course, be added 
to the pandemic-related costs that we are tracking.  
 

Administrative: 
 No Report. 

 

Financial: 
 No Report. 

 

Human Resources: 
 The absence of a mower operator (due to an emergency medical 

issue) will not be filled. While this loss of capacity is likely to have 
a negative impact on the mowing program (although it will save 
some money), the timing of getting a short-term employee in place 
quickly makes even a temporary replacement a difficult 
proposition. Plus, there is a slight chance that the operator may be 
able to return to work by August. In the meantime, we are cross 
training the weed inspector to do mowing, and he has already 
picked up the ditch clean up where the operator left off. 

 We have finally re-interviewed for and hired the tax clerk that we 
had started interviewing for a few days before the COVID-19 office 
closure. While close-proximity training was the initial concern for 
the delay, we likely left this process a little too long, as we are 
drastically behind going into the summer season as a result. (Due 
to 2 Managers working some of the taxation work off the side of 
their desks, we are currently behind on FCSS reporting, billing 
garbage delivery to Villages, bank reconciliation, Treasurer's report 
for this meeting not prepared in time for agenda packages, draft 5 
year financial plan was supposed to come to this meeting, 
Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) financial reporting, tax 
certificates which postpones land sales, Statistical Information 
Return to province, fixing online payment errors, fixing multiple 
mailing errors from tax notices, entering post-dated cheques, 
removing tax notifications when payments made on overdue 
accounts, and we have been paying a contractor to manage land title 
changes). 
 

Community: 
 Virtual town hall open house for the HAK replacement was held on 

June 23. Up to 42 virtual attendees were in the zoom call (and likely 
many attendees had multiple people watching in from their homes). 
Good ideas were shared. 
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Training: 
 No Report. 

 
 
 

Daniel Moric, Natural Gas Manager, left the meeting, time 11:16 a.m. 
 
Daniel Moric, Natural Gas Manager, virtually re-joined the meeting, 
time 11:19 a.m. 
 
One Member of the Public virtually joined the meeting, time 11:21 a.m. 
 

Financial Statements  
 As annexed to the minutes:  

 None. 
 

Action List(s) 
 Action Lists: 

i. County Council Meeting – May 28, 2020.  
 
 

Chief Administrative Officer’s Report 
899-20: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County’s Chief Administrative Officer report for the 

period of May 26, 2020 to June 24, 2020 be accepted and filed for 
information. 

Carried. 
 
 

11:29 to 11:34 a.m. 
 

9.  Public Question and Answer Period: 

 Hank Holowaychuk, Member of the Public and Mayor of Smoky Lake: 
Q:  When will the County Office be reopening? 

 
Councils’ Reply: 

A:  Sneeze shields have been installed at the front counters and a 
request will be going out to RMA to recommend compile a 
survey - & maybe September 1, 2020. 

 
Finance Manager’s Report: 
Actual to Budget Report 
 Brenda Adamson, Finance Manager provided an updated Financial 

Report for the period of May 19, 2020 to June 17, 2020. 
 
 

Fed GAS TAX 
900-20: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council approve action taken by the Finance 

Manager in submitting applications to the Federal Gas Tax Grant Fund 
towards the County’s 25% portion of costs not covered by Alberta 
Transportation for bridge repairs to Bridge Files (BF): BF77862, 
BF09975, BF74929, and BF78004; and, approve this budgeted cost and 
allocation of grant funds. 

Carried. 
 

Property Tax Request 
901-20: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County deny the request received from Tykewest 

Limited, dated June 5, 2020, in regard to a 15% discount to Property Tax 
Roll # 54000097; and alternatively, offer to enter into a tax agreement 
whereby the County will waive penalties subject to Tykewest Limited 
paying 50% of the Year-2020 Property Taxes for Roll # 54000097 by 
October 31, 2020 and pay the remaining balance in equal payments each 
month thereafter with full payment received by February 28, 2021.  
 

Carried. 
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Finance Manager’s Report 
902-20: Orichowski That the Smoky Lake County Financial Report prepared by Brenda 

Adamson, Finance Manager for the period of May 19, 2020, to June 17, 
2020, be accepted for information. 

Carried. 
 
 

Meeting Recessed Meeting recessed for Lunch, time 11:58 a.m.   
 
 

Meeting Reconvened The meeting reconvened on a call to order by Reeve Craig Lukinuk at 
12:23 p.m. in the presence of all Council members, the Chief 
Administrative Officer, Assistant Chief Administrative Officer, Finance 
Manager, Public Works Manager, Planning and Development Manager, 
Communications Technician, Agricultural Fieldman, Recording 
Secretary, one member of the public and one member of the media. 
 
 

Reeve’s Report: Reeve Craig Lukinuk presented the following written report:  
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Reeve’s Report  
903-20: Cherniwchan That the Smoky Lake County Reeve’s Report received for the period of 

May 21, 2020 to June 18, 2020 be accepted and filed for information. 
 

Carried. 
 

 
 

Daniel Moric, Natural Gas Manager, virtually joined the meeting, time 
12:28 p.m. 
 
Kyle Schole, Planning and Development Assistant, virtually joined the 
meeting, time 12:39 p.m. 
 
Member of the Media, Redwater Review left the meeting, time 12:41 
p.m. 
 
 

 Lydia Cielin, Assistant Chief Administrative Officer, left the meeting, 
time 1:00 p.m. 
 

 5.    Issues for Information: 
 

Manager’s Reports: 
 
Public Works Manager 
Road Bans  
904-20: Orichowski That Smoky Lake County implement a Road Ban on all County roads to 

restrict hauling axle weights to 75% effective June 25, 2020 at 11:00 
a.m. until further notice. 

Carried. 
 

Manager’s Reports 
905-20: Halisky That the Smoky Lake County Management Reports received for the 

period between May 20, 2020 to June 21, 2020 from; Doug Ponich, 
Public Works Manager; Bob Novosiwsky, Public Works Road 
Foreman; Dave Kully, Public Works Shop Foreman; Ed English, Bylaw 
Enforcement/Peace Officer/Parks and Recreation Manager; Carleigh 
McMullin, Agricultural Fieldman; Jordan Ruegg, Planning and 
Development Manager; Trevor Tychkowsky, Safety Officer 
Communications and GIS Department, be accepted and filed for 
information. 

Carried. 
 

Training Events – Reports 
906-20: Cherniwchan  That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge there were no Reports 

received in respect to Management Policy Statement No. 01-M-41: 
Reporting on Training Events in the month of June 2020. 

Carried. 
 

 5.    Issues for Information: 
 

Committee Task Forces and Boards:  Reports 
 
Alberta CARE (Alberta Coordinated Action for Recycling Enterprises) 
  Alberta CARE (Alberta Coordinated Action for Recycling 

Enterprises) Conference is scheduled for September 9-11, 2020 in 
Pincher Creek, Alberta. 

 The Annual General Meeting is scheduled for December 4, 2020 in 
Leduc. 
 

Corridor Communications Inc. (CCI) Wireless 
  Addressed in the Reeve’s Report. 
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Doctor Recruitment and Retention  
  Addressed in the Reeve’s Report. 

 
Evergreen Regional Waste Management Services Commission   
  Meeting held on June 17, 2020 and addressed in Councillor 

Orichowski’s written Report: 
 Richmond Steel’s offer of $35 per Tonne for scrap metal 

accepted and asked if they will offer that price towards fall as 
most transfer sites are not requiring removal yet. 

 The Commission operating license renewal was approved but 
appealed by a resident and legal representation has been retained 
to represent the Commission at the hearing. 

 Frog Lake First Nations is now hauling their own waste to 
Evergreen. An agreement regarding tonnage and tipping fees 
will have to be signed. 

 The board approved renting a tractor from the Waste manager as 
needed to operate the shredder for cell cover. Payments will be 
at Government rates. 

 Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA) Northern 
Lights Chapter’s conference is scheduled to go ahead on 
November 23-26, 2020 in Banff. 

 New rules for operating Commissions are coming down from the 
Provincial Government but have not received any literature of 
such yet. 

 Next meeting is scheduled for July 15, 2020, at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Family Community Support Services Committee 
907-20: Halisky That the report received by Smoky Lake County from Jacob Fox, Family 

School Liaison Worker (FSLW), tilted “Family School Liaison Program 
Smoky Lake County FCSS FSLW Case Report & Review”, for the 
period of January 2020 to June 2020,  along with an overview of 
activities report, be acknowledge as a program update. 

Carried. 
 

Fire and Rescue Liaison Committee 
  Smoky Lake 

 No Report. 
 Vilna 
 Smoky Lake County and Village of Vilna had a Joint Council 

Meeting held on June 22, 2020, to discuss a Personnel Issue in 
respect to Vilna & District Volunteer Fire Department, under the 
authority of FOIP Act: Section 18: Individual or Public Safety. 

 Waskatenau 
 No Report. 

 
Government Liaison Committee 
  Addressed in the Reeve’s Report. 

 
Highway 28/63 Regional Water Services Commission 
  Meeting held on June 24, 2020 and addressed in Councillor 

Orichowski’s written Report: 
 Thompson Bros. Construction company is completing 

deficiencies on the waterline project from Smoky to Bellis. 
Inspections are to be done mid-July. 

 A change order is being prepared to address cold mix repair to 
Range Road 170. 

 Armstrong Construction company’s deficiency inspection is to 
be done June 30, 2020. And waiting for the go ahead to do cold 
mix repair to Range Road 130. 

 Construction of the WLFN water reservoir is continuing. 
Weather has been a factor but has not changed the completion 
date timeline.  
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 Rain has caused issues for hauling on equipment and material on 
Range Road 125 and 130. The contractor is working with the 
county to keep everyone moving. 

 The Commission executed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with Thorhild County for compensation from the 
Commission for work performed by Thorhild County staff on 
behalf of the Commission.  

 A little more detail regarding the grant dollars used for the 
WLFN water project was requested. The Finance Manager will 
break it down and present it to the board at the next meeting. 

 An email received from Councillor Gawalko regarding 
compensation for inconvenience to two landowners along the 
project was deferred to the next meeting.  

 Next meeting is scheduled for August 26, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Joint Health and Safety Committee 
  Minutes of May 15, 2020 included in this agenda package. 

 An informal meeting was held on June 19, 2020 and the meeting 
notes will be included in the next Council Agenda Package including 
the Committee Member Reports and two incidents reported for the 
period of May 15, 2020 to June 19, 2020 as addressed in Councillor 
Halisky’s written report:  
1. An Employee had a medical emergency while operating a tractor 

mower, a co-worker was able to bring the unit to a safe stop and 
called 911 – WCB was notified – the employee received medical 
attention in hospital and is doing well – there was damage to a 
fence and minimal crop damage, the County will repair the fence. 

2. A tractor mower Operator jumped off the unit twisting their right 
knee, felt pain, iced it, and was still sore the next day is sought 
medical attention – prevention would be to not jump off. 

 Next Meeting is scheduled for August 13, 2020. 
 

Municipal Planning Commission  
  Addressed in the Reeve’s Report. 

 
Municipal Planning Commission Meeting 
908-20: Halisky That the next Smoky Lake County Municipal Planning Commission 

Meeting be scheduled for Tuesday, June 30, 2020 at 9:00 a.m., to be 
held virtually, through Electronic Communication Technology as per 
Bylaw 1376-20 and/or in County Council Chambers.  

Carried. 
 

Northeast Alberta Information HUB 
  Meeting held on June 24, 2020 and address in Councillor Halisky’s 

written report: 
 Welcome message delivered by Steve Upham which included 

working with COVID-19 requirements. 
 MLA David Hanson thanked everyone for their patience as the 

Government of Alberta works through COVID-19 pandemic. He 
also mentioned that the Government of Alberta is continuing to 
implement stimulus packages such as the recent $150 million for 
water/waste water projects, that the Service Minister is pushing 
forward with broadband/connectivity and Highway 28 
widening/resurfacing will likely take place in the next couple 
years.  

 The financial report was given by Richard Jean from JMD 
Group LLP with all in good standing. 

 Alberta Hub Operations was discussed with reduced core 
funding from the Government of Alberta. A three-year funding 
term is being brought forward to the provincial government.  

 Alberta HUB continues to work with all energy sectors 
including Oil & Gas, Agriculture, Aerospace and Tourism.  
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 Alberta HUB thanked MLAs, MPs and Government of Alberta 
for continued support. 

 Alberta HUB Board of Directors Elections took place with all 
previous members winning by acclamation.  

 Speaker Todd Hirsch Vice President & Chief Economist ATB 
Financial gave a “Learning to Live with COVID-19” 
presentation. Now businesses are working with the COVID-19 
pandemic versus trying to work around it and that, in the second 
half of 2020 the economy is most likely going to be approached 
with caution following COVID-19 directives and a second 
COVID-19  wave will likely happen with little economic impact. 
He also stated that 2020 is compared to the 1930’s depression 
with a 7.5% decrease in economic growth and 2021 is expecting 
to have an economic growth of 2.5% to 3.5%. 

 Next Meeting will be scheduled at the call of the Chairperson.  
 

North East Muni-Corr. Ltd. 
 
 

 Minutes of May 31, 2020 included in this agenda package. 
 Meeting held June 24, 2020 and address in Councillor 

Cherniwchan’s’ written report: 
 Discussion on Maintenance: Beaver River Trestle gates are open 

and have been bent and wrecked by 4x4 ATVs. Lots of vehicle 
traffic on both sides of the river and across the trestle. Middle 
Creek culvert was washed out and the trail was impassable at that 
section for two weeks. There was flooding at Fontaine’s east of 
Edouardville and at Pomerleau’s west of Edouardville. The 
drainage channel that the County of St. Paul installed collapsed 
and caused the water to back up. The Ashmont ramp needs the 
decking replaced and trees around it trimmed back. 

 Received correspondence from the M.D. of Bonnyville regarding 
grading and mowing, as well as from the County of St. Paul 
regarding washout, flooding, collapsed ditch and potential 
washout at Boscombe.  

 The Town of Bonnyville is to ensure the waterline contractor has 
the detour signs properly in place.  

 An adjacent landowner near Bellis wants to install a fence & gates.  
 A motion was passed to allow the Town of St. Paul Peace Officers 

to drive and park on the trail for radar purposes and public safety 
compliance.  

 RMRF LLP and the MD of Bonnyville are to draft a maintenance 
agreement for the paved sections of the trail.  

 Met with Travel Alberta and will be preparing a grant proposal to 
further develop content and tourism product for the Regional 
Tourism Initiative Committee area (Smoky Lake, St. Paul, and 
Elk Point – Waskatenau to Heinsberg). 

 Next Meeting is scheduled virtually for July 13, 2020.  
 

Northern Lights Library Board 
  Addressed in the Reeve’s Report. 

 
Northern Lights Library Board - Requisition 
909-10: Halisky 
 

That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the Northern Lights 
Library System “Rural Services Grant Disbursement” received from 
Julie Walker, Executive Director, received May 22, 2020, based on 
Smoky Lake County’s 2016 population of 2459 at a rate of $5.55 per 
capita for a total in the amount of $13,647.45 plus 1% Administration 
Fee for a total in the amount of $13,510.98 disbursed as follows: 

Anne Chorney Library  25% $3,377.74 
Smoky Lake Municipal Library 50% $6,755.49 
Vilna Municipal Library 25% $3,377.74 

TOTAL 100% $13,510.98 

Carried. 
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Policy Committee  
  No Report.  

 
Policy Committee Meeting 
910-20: Halisky That the Smoky Lake County Policy Committee Meeting scheduled for 

Tuesday, June 30, 2020 at 10:00 a.m., be rescheduled to Thursday, 
July 16, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. to be held virtually, through Electronic 
Communication Technology as per Bylaw 1376-20 and/or in County 
Council Chambers.  
 

Carried. 
 

R.C.M.P. Liaison Committee 
 
 

 Next Meeting is scheduled for July 24, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Regional Community Development Committee (RCDC) 
 
 

 Addressed in the Reeve’s Report. 
 Next Meeting is scheduled for June 30, 2020. 
 

Policy Statement No. 61M-02-01: RCDC Work Plan  
911-20: Cherniwchan That Smoky Lake County adopt Policy Statement No. 61M-02-01: 

Regional Community Development Committee (RCDC): Work Plan, as 
recommended by the Regional Community Development Committee at 
their Meeting held on June 10, 2020 as follows: 
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Carried. 

 
Regional Emergency Management Advisory Committee 
  No Report. 

 
Risk-Pro Control Management Committee 
  Added Named Insured Minutes Received:  

 None. 
  

Smoky Lake Community Daycare Co-operative Committee 
  Addressed in the Reeve’s Report. 

 
Smoky Lake Foundation 
  Meeting held on June 23, 2020 and addressed in Councillor 

Orichowski written report: 
 Continue to deal with COVID-19 restrictions. 
 Residents are now able to leave the lodge for essential business 

and appointments with strict guidelines. 
 Allowing outdoor visitation in designated areas with a maximum 

of 2 visitors and one of those visitors must be a designated, 
essential visitor. 

 Policy #HS-231, regarding the use of an Automated External 
Defibrillator (AED) within the facilities was reviewed and 
passed. The Foundation will now purchase and install 2 AEDs 
in Bar V Nook Manor and 1 in Vilna Lodge.  

 It is expected that COVID-19 could have a financial impact to 
the Foundation in the amount of $300,000 plus. Administration 
is confident that financial relieve from the Government will 
offset those expenses. 

 All facilities remain relatively full.  There is finally an interest 
in the Waskatenau self-contained units, with 3 move-ins likely 
within the next month. 

 Vilna Lodge is undergoing a face lift of the front entrance and 
parking lot with flower barrels, concrete work, etc..  

 The six-month probation period has expired for the new CAO. 
The board and staff are very pleased. Ms. Loni Leslie will now 
be given the permanent position. A performance review will be 
conducted annually.  

 Next regular meeting is scheduled for July 21,2020 at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Smoky Lake Region Fire and Rescue Committee 
  Address in the Reeve’s Report.  

 Next regular meeting is scheduled for July 24, 2020. 
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Smoky Lake Heritage Board 
  Meeting held May 26, 2020, attend by the Planning and 

Development Manager and Assistant. 
 Discussion held on the regionalization of the Board, an update on the 

North Saskatchewan River being nominated as a potential Canadian 
Heritage River, installation of interpretive plaques at the Bellis Fire 
Hall and the Free Trader's Cabin, the Victoria Trail Municipal 
Historic Area designation and the Victoria District Caveat Program. 
 

Smoky Lake Heritage Board President’s Report 
912-20: Halisky That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the Smoky Lake 

Heritage Board President’s Report, dated May 26, 2020 submitted by 
the Chairperson: Noreen Easterbrook, in accordance with Bylaw No. 
1236-11, and retained for future reference. 

Carried. 
 

Municipal Historic Designation - Waskatenau General Store 
913-20: Orichowski That Smoky Lake County assist the Village of Waskatenau in the 

preparation of a Municipal Historic Resource Designation Bylaw for the 
Waskatenau General Store, located within the Smoky Lake Region at 
5034 50 Street, Waskatenau, Alberta, legally described as Plan 4934CD, 
Block 1, Lot 6, in accordance with Policy Statement No. 61-15-01: 
Designation of Municipal Historic Resources, and as recommended by 
the Smoky Lake County Regional Heritage Board, as per the letter 
received from the Board Chair, Noreen Easterbrook, dated June 17, 
2020. 

Carried. 
 

Joint Municipalities Meeting  
 No Report. 
 

Smoky Lake Agricultural Society 
  No Report. 

 Next meeting will be scheduled at the call of Chairperson. 
 

Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework Committee 
  No Report. 

 Next meeting will be scheduled at the call of Chairperson. 
 

Citizens-on-Patrol (C.O.P.) Association 
  Meeting held June 23, 2020. 

 Councillor Halisky verbally reported that approval has been received 
to start patrolling within the Provincial COVID-19 health guidelines. 

 Next meeting will be scheduled at the call of Chairperson. 
 

Committee Task Force and Board Reports 
914-20: Orichowski That Smoky Lake County’s Committee Task Force and Board Reports 

presented by Councillors as of June 25, 2020, be accepted for 
information.  

Carried. 
 

 6.    Correspondence: 
 

Alberta Union of Provincial Employees 
915-20: Orichowski That the letter received by Smoky Lake County form Kevin Barry and 

Mike Dempsey, Alberta Union of Provincial Employees (AUPE), dated 
May 15, 2020 in regard to a call on the Government of Alberta to stop 
with job cuts in Alberta Health Services, be filed for information. 
 

Carried. 
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 Craig Lukinuk, Reeve, virtually left the meeting, and the Deputy Reeve 
assumed the chair, time 2:07 p.m. 
 
Craig Lukinuk, Reeve, virtually re-joined the meeting, and assumed the 
chair, time 2:10 p.m. 
 

Garner Lake Birchland Resort – Trail Access and  
916-20: Cherniwchan That Smoky Lake County defer the email received from Ron and 

Christine Hammermaster, dated June 10, 2020 in regard to trail accesses 
and tax dollars spent at Garner Lake, Birchland Resort, to allow time for 
further investigation of the access trails and potential access trails, as 
well as to allow time to compile a response in regard to the tax dollars 
spent. 

Carried. 
 

Information Releases 
917-20: Halisky That following correspondence released to Smoky Lake County Council 

in accordance with Policy Statement No. 01-28-01: Regular County 
Council Meeting: Issues for Information and Information Releases, for 
the month of June 2020, be filed for information: 
 R23-20: Rural Municipalities of Alberta RMA Contact Newsletter, dated 

May 29, 2020.  
 R24-20: Aspen View Public Schools Board Highlights Newsletter, dated 

May 28, 2020.  
 R25-20: Letter from Omer Moghrabi, Mayor, Lac La Biche County, dated 

May 15, 2020, postponing the 2020 Healthier Communities Golf 
Tournament to September 18, 2020.  

 R26-20: Presentation slides from Rural Municipalities of Alberta RMA 
“Ask the Expert” in regard to what a “relaunch” means to municipal and 
community services.   

 R29-20: Letter from Nancy Broadbend, President and CEO, Portage 
College, dated May 19, 2020 along with a copy of a report publication 
called “Voyage - Portaging Together” highlighting positive experiences 
while collaborating with corporate partners.  

 R31-20: Letter from the Honourable Kaycee Madu, Minister of Municipal 
Affairs, dated June 2020 along with a document titled “Questions and 
Answers: Town Hall Teleconferences” which includes information on 
provincial initiatives and funding programs to overcome the negative 
effects of the pandemic.   

 R33-20: Aspen View Public Schools Board Highlights Newsletter, dated 
June 11, 2020.  

 R35-20: Rural Municipalities of Alberta RMA Contact Newsletter, June 
12, 2020.  

and, Council acknowledge receipt of the following correspondence 
released in accordance with same: 
 R27-20: Letter from the Honourable Kaycee, Madu, Minister of 

Municipal Affairs, dated June 10, 2020, in regard to the 2020 Gas Tax 
Fund (GTF) allocation for Smoky Lake County being in the amount of 
$140,773.00.  

 R28-20: Letter from Ric McIver, Minister of Transportation, dated May 
1, 2020, confirming the Bridge Projects BF: 77862, 09975, 74929, and 
78004 will be funded under the Strategic Transportation Infrastructure 
Program (STIP).  

 R30-20: Notice letter from the Owners and Manager of the Super 8 hotel 
in Smoky Lake notice regarding COVID 19 and the extra measures taken 
to keep guest and employees safe.  

 R32-20: Response letter from Inspector Jeremie Landry, Operations 
Officer, Eastern Alberta District, RCMP “K” Division, dated June 10, 
2020, providing an update on the Eastern Alberta District Rural Crime 
Reduction Unit (EAD-RCRU).  

 R34-20: Letter from Neil O’Shea, Superintendent, Aspen View Public 
Schools, dated June 18, 2020, rescheduling visits to Council meetings and 
an invitation for the County to attend regular Board of Trustees meetings. 

 
Carried. 
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  Addition to the Agenda: 

 
Whitefish Lake, Hillside Acres Subdivision – Shoreline and Docks 
918-20: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County respond to the letter received form Roy and 

Judy Shupenia dated June 25, 2020, in regard to the shores of Whitefish 
Lake, Hillside Acres Subdivision, in respect to dock permits, with 
information outlining the County’s obligations to the Province along 
with the Provincial Contact for reporting concerns.   

Carried. 
 

 10.  Bills & Accounts: 
 

919-20: Orichowski That all the Smoky Lake County Bills and Accounts approved for 
payment, including the bills and accounts recommended for payment by 
the Natural Gas Council, and including transfers to the Payroll Account, 
be filed for information: 
 

County Council Meeting:  June 25, 2020 
   

Batch # Cheque Numbers Total of Batch 
49785 49486 to 49516 $62,343.57 
49805 49517 to 49540 $267,086.40 
49918 49541 to 49565 $75,340.18 
49984 49566 to 49594 $32,310.73 

   
Total Cheques from 49486 to 
49594 $437,080.88 

   
Direct Debit Register  
   
Batch # Description Total of Batch 
49854 Smoky Lake County $353,218.71 

   
Total Direct Debits $353,218.71 

   
Grand Total Bills and Accounts $790,299.59 
(Note: From General Account)  

 
Carried. 

 
 

Committee of the Whole for the purpose of Administration 
920-20: Gawalko  
 

That the next Smoky Lake County Council Committee of the Whole 
for the purpose of Administration be scheduled for Tuesday, June 30, 
2020 at 10:00 a.m., to be held virtually, through Electronic 
Communication Technology as per Bylaw 1376-20 and/or in County 
Council Chambers. 

Carried. 
 

Regional Fire & Rescue Committee Meeting 
921-20: Halisky That Smoky Lake County reschedule the Regional Fire & Rescue 

Committee Meeting from June 17, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. to Friday, July 
24, 2020 at 1:00 p.m., to be held virtually, through Electronic 
Communication Technology as per Bylaw 1376-20 and/or in County 
Council Chambers.  

Carried. 
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County Council Departmental Meeting 
922-20: Orichowski That the next Smoky Lake County Council Departmental Meeting be 

scheduled for Tuesday, July 28, 2020 at 9:00 a.m., to be held virtually, 
through Electronic Communication Technology as per Bylaw 1376-20 
and/or in County Council Chambers.  

Carried. 
 

County Council Meetings 
923-20: Halisky That the next Smoky Lake County Council Meeting be scheduled for 

Thursday, August 27, 2020 at 9:00 a.m., to be held virtually, through 
Electronic Communication Technology as per Bylaw 1376-20 and/or in 
County Council Chambers.  

Carried. 
 

County Council Meetings 
924-20: Cherniwchan That the next Smoky Lake County Council Meeting be scheduled for 

Thursday, September 24, 2020 at 9:00 a.m., to be held virtually, 
through Electronic Communication Technology as per Bylaw 1376-20 
and/or in County Council Chambers.  

Carried. 
 

County Council Committee of the Whole – Planning Meeting 
925-20: Halisky That the next Smoky Lake County Council Committee of the Whole 

for the purpose of Planning be scheduled for Monday, July 20, 2020 
at 10:00 a.m., to be held virtually, through Electronic Communication 
Technology as per Bylaw 1376-20 and/or in County Council Chambers. 
 

Carried. 
 

 ADJOURNMENT: 
 

926-20: Lukinuk That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting of June 25, 2020, be 
adjourned, time 2:33 p.m.. 
 

 
 

     
   ________________________________ 

   REEVE 
  

 S E A L 
  ________________________________ 

 CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 


