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December 10, 2020 

 SMOKY LAKE COUNTY 
 

Minutes of the County Council Meeting held on Thursday, December 
10, 2020 at 9:05 A.M. held virtually online through Electronic 
Communication Technology: Zoom Meeting and physically in Council 
Chambers. 

The meeting was called to order by the Reeve, Mr. Craig Lukinuk, in 
the presence of the following persons: 

   ATTENDANCE 
 Div. No. Councillor(s) Thursday, Dec. 10, 2020 
 1 Dan Gawalko Present in Chambers 
 2 Johnny Cherniwchan Present in Chambers 
 3 Craig Lukinuk Present in Chambers 
 4 Lorne Halisky Present in Chambers 
 5 Randy Orichowski Present in Chambers 
 CAO Gene Sobolewski Present in Chambers 
 Assistant CAO Lydia Cielin Present in Chambers 
 Finance Manager Brenda Adamson Present in Chambers 
 Legislative Svcs/R.S. Patti Priest Virtually Present 
 ********************************************************* 
 Observers in Attendance Upon Call to Order: 
 Public Works Mgr. Doug Ponich Virtually Present 
 Plan/Dev Manager Jordan Ruegg Virtually Present 
 Plan/Dev Manager Kyle Schole Virtually Present 
 Communications Tech. Evonne Zukiwski Virtually Present 
 Regional Ec. Dev. Officer Michelle Wright Virtually Present 
 Natural Gas Manager Daniel Moric Virtually Present 
 GIS Carole Dowhaniuk Virtually Present 
 Media Smoky Lake Signal Virtually Present 
 Media Redwater Review Absent  
 Public  None 
    

 2. Agenda: 
 

204-20: Orichowski That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting Agenda for Thursday, 
December 10, 2020, be adopted, as amended: 
 

Addition to the Agenda: 
1. Delegation: Mike Pelech, Westload Transport Ltd., Request 

for Reduction on Property Taxes. 
Carried Unanimously. 

 
 3.  Minutes: 

 
Minutes of October 8, 2020 – County Council Committee of the Whole - Administration 
205-20: Cherniwchan That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Committee of 

the Whole for the purpose of Administration Meeting held on 
Thursday, October 8, 2020, be adopted as presented. 

Carried. 
 

Minutes of October 22, 2020 – County Council Meeting 
206-20: Halisky That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting held on 

Thursday, October 22, 2020, be adopted as presented. 
Carried. 

 
Minutes of October 22, 2020 – County Council Organizational Meeting 
207-20: Orichowski That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Organizational 

Meeting held on Thursday, October 22, 2020, be adopted as presented. 
 

Carried. 
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Minutes of October 29, 2020 – County Council Committee of the Whole - Planning 
208-20: Gawalko That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Committee of 

the Whole for the purpose of Planning Meeting held on Thursday, 
October 29, 2020, be adopted as presented. 

Carried. 
 

 4. Request for Decision: 
 

Policy Statement No. 01-52-02: Municipal Accountability Program (MAP). 
209-20:  Halisky That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 01-52-02: Municipal 

Accountability Program (MAP), be amended: 
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Carried. 
 
 

Bylaw No. 1385-20: Designation of Ferry Crossing as a Municipal Historic Area 
210-20: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 1385-20: Designation of Ferry 

Crossing as Municipal Historic Area, being a bylaw for the purpose 
of designating six former Ferry Crossings as Municipal Historic Areas 
along the North Saskatchewan River, described as: Waskatenau 
Crossing, at NE-32-58-19-W4, Warspite Crossing A, at River lot 8 
(Lobstick Settlement), Warspite Crossing B, at River lot 1 (Lobstick 
Settlement), Pakan/Victoria Crossing, at River lot 6 (Victoria 
Settlement), Shandro Crossing, at NW and NE-34-57-15-W4, and 
Desjarlais Crossing, at SE-11-57-14-W4, be given FIRST READING. 

 
Carried. 
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 Moved by Councillor Gawalko that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1385-20: Designation of Ferry Crossing as Municipal Historic Area, 
being a bylaw for the purpose of designating six former Ferry Crossings 
as Municipal Historic Areas along the North Saskatchewan River, 
described as: Waskatenau Crossing, at NE-32-58-19-W4, Warspite 
Crossing A, at River lot 8 (Lobstick Settlement), Warspite Crossing 
B, at River lot 1 (Lobstick Settlement), Pakan/Victoria Crossing, at 
River lot 6 (Victoria Settlement), Shandro Crossing, at NW and NE-
34-57-15-W4, and Desjarlais Crossing, at SE-11-57-14-W4, be given 
SECOND READING. 

  Carried. 
 
 
 Moved by Councillor Orichowski that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1385-20: Designation of Ferry Crossing as Municipal Historic Area, 
being a bylaw for the purpose of designating six former Ferry Crossings 
as Municipal Historic Areas along the North Saskatchewan River, 
described as: Waskatenau Crossing, at NE-32-58-19-W4, Warspite 
Crossing A, at River lot 8 (Lobstick Settlement), Warspite Crossing 
B, at River lot 1 (Lobstick Settlement), Pakan/Victoria Crossing, at 
River lot 6 (Victoria Settlement), Shandro Crossing, at NW and NE-
34-57-15-W4, and Desjarlais Crossing, at SE-11-57-14-W4, be given 
PERMISSION for THIRD AND FINAL READING. 
                    Carried Unanimously. 
 
 
 Moved by Councillor Cherniwchan that Smoky Lake County Bylaw 
No. 1385-20: Designation of Ferry Crossing as Municipal Historic 
Area, being a bylaw for the purpose of designating six former Ferry 
Crossings as Municipal Historic Areas along the North Saskatchewan 
River, described as: Waskatenau Crossing, at NE-32-58-19-W4, 
Warspite Crossing A, at River lot 8 (Lobstick Settlement), Warspite 
Crossing B, at River lot 1 (Lobstick Settlement), Pakan/Victoria 
Crossing, at River lot 6 (Victoria Settlement), Shandro Crossing, at 
NW and NE-34-57-15-W4, and Desjarlais Crossing, at SE-11-57-14-
W4, be given the THIRD and FINAL READING and that the Reeve 
and the Interim Chief Administrative Officer are hereby authorized to 
fix their signatures to all necessary documents and that the corporate 
seal also be fastened where it is deemed to be necessary. 

Carried. 
 

 
 

Bylaw No. 1384-20: Rubuliak Ukrainian House: A Municipal Historic Resource Designation
211-20: Orichowski  That Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 1384-20: Rubuliak Ukrainian 

House: A Municipal Historic Resource Designation, being a bylaw 
for the purpose of designating the Rubuliak Ukrainian House on the 
lands legally described as Plan 9720834, Lot 2, in accordance with the 
Section 26 and 27 of the Alberta Historical Resources Act, R.S.A. 2000, 
c. H-9, as amended, be given FIRST READING. 

Carried. 
 
 
 Moved by Councillor Gawalko that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1384-20: Rubuliak Ukrainian House: A Municipal Historic 
Resource Designation, being a bylaw for the purpose of designating 
the Rubuliak Ukrainian House on the lands legally described as Plan 
9720834, Lot 2, in accordance with the Section 26 and 27 of the Alberta 
Historical Resources Act, R.S.A. 2000, c. H-9, as amended, be given 
SECOND READING. 

  Carried. 
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 Moved by Councillor Cherniwchan that Smoky Lake County Bylaw 
No. 1384-20: Rubuliak Ukrainian House: A Municipal Historic 
Resource Designation, being a bylaw for the purpose of designating 
the Rubuliak Ukrainian House on the lands legally described as Plan 
9720834, Lot 2, in accordance with the Section 26 and 27 of the Alberta 
Historical Resources Act, R.S.A. 2000, c. H-9, as amended, be given 
PERMISSION for THIRD AND FINAL READING. 
 
                    Carried Unanimously. 
 
 Moved by Councillor Halisky that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1384-20: Rubuliak Ukrainian House: A Municipal Historic 
Resource Designation, being a bylaw for the purpose of designating 
the Rubuliak Ukrainian House on the lands legally described as Plan 
9720834, Lot 2, in accordance with the Section 26 and 27 of the Alberta 
Historical Resources Act, R.S.A. 2000, c. H-9, as amended, be given the 
THIRD and FINAL READING and that the Reeve and the Interim 
Chief Administrative Officer are hereby authorized to fix their 
signatures to all necessary documents and that the corporate seal also be 
fastened where it is deemed to be necessary. 

Carried. 
 

Bylaw No. 1386-20: Land Use Bylaw 1272-14 Amendment for Recreational Vehicles, 
Campgrounds, Campsites & Recreational Vehicle Parks, Shipping Containers, Tiny Homes 
212-20: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Bylaw 1386-20: Land Use Bylaw 1272-14 

Amendment for Recreational Vehicles, Campgrounds, Campsites & 
Recreational Vehicle Parks, Shipping Containers, Tiny Homes, 
being a bylaw for the purpose of amending the Land Use Bylaw No. 
1271-14, be given FIRST READING, and schedule a Public Hearing 
for the said bylaw at the January 28, 2021 County Council meeting, 
and advertise the said Public Hearing, in the local newspapers for two 
consecutive weeks, in accordance with section 230 and section 606 of 
the Municipal Government Act, as well as on the County’s website, 
social media platforms and at the County office. 

Carried. 
  

 One member of the Media: The Review, virtually joined the meeting, 
time 9:42 a.m.  
 

International Dark-Sky Association (IDA) - Dark Skies Nomination and Designation 
213-20: Lukinuk That Smoky Lake County proceed with investigating the feasibility and 

next steps of pursuing a Nomination of, and Designation as, a Dark Sky 
Community under the International Dark-Sky Association (IDA), for the 
purpose of providing leadership in reducing light pollution and promote 
responsible outdoor lighting that is beautiful, healthy, and functional. 
 

Carried. 
 

 Two members of the Public, virtually joined the meeting, time 10:01 
a.m.  
 

 7. Delegation: 
 

Allen Wayne Pirnak, Landowner – Access to Land 
 Virtually Present before Council was Mr. Allen Wayne Pirnak, 

Landowner along with Roman Konowalec, Adjacent Landowner from 
10:04 a.m. to 10:25 a.m. to request reasonable access to Mr. Pirnak’s 
land, legally described as NW-1-60-17-W4, via the County’s 
undeveloped road allowance.  
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Bylaw No. 1387-20: Planning and Development Fees 
214-20: Orichowski That Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 1387-20: Planning and 

Development Fees, being a bylaw for the purpose of establishing fees 
for Development Permits, Land Use Bylaw Amendments, New 
Statutory Plans, and other Planning and Development related activity, 
be given FIRST READING. 

Carried. 
 
 Moved by Councillor Cherniwchan that Smoky Lake County Bylaw 
No. 1387-20: Planning and Development Fees, being a bylaw for the 
purpose of establishing fees for Development Permits, Land Use Bylaw 
Amendments, New Statutory Plans, and other Planning and 
Development related activity, be given SECOND READING. 
 

  Carried. 
 
 Moved by Councillor Gawalko that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1387-20: Planning and Development Fees, being a bylaw for the 
purpose of establishing fees for Development Permits, Land Use Bylaw 
Amendments, New Statutory Plans, and other Planning and 
Development related activity, be given PERMISSION for THIRD 
AND FINAL READING. 
                    Carried Unanimously. 
 
 Moved by Councillor Halisky that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1387-20: Planning and Development Fees, being a bylaw for the 
purpose of establishing fees for Development Permits, Land Use Bylaw 
Amendments, New Statutory Plans, and other Planning and 
Development related activity, be given the THIRD and FINAL 
READING and that the Reeve and the Interim Chief Administrative 
Officer are hereby authorized to fix their signatures to all necessary 
documents and that the corporate seal also be fastened where it is 
deemed to be necessary. 

Carried. 
 

Policy Statement No. 61-05-05: Planning and Development Fees 
215-20: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 61-05-05: Planning and 

Development Fees, be RESCINDED due to the fees being legislated 
through Bylaw No. 1387-20: Planning and Development Fees, as of 
December 10, 2020. 

Carried. 
 

Lamont County Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP) Proposed Bylaw No. 1383-20 
216-20: Halisky That Smoky Lake County proceed with the Public Participation process 

in accordance with Policy Statement No. 01-51-01, for the proposed 
Bylaw No. 1383-20: Lamont County Intermunicipal Development Plan 
(IDP), and determine a date, in early 2021, for the public to virtually 
participate due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic; and advertise the 
Public Notice in regard to same, accordingly in the Smoky Lake Signal 
and the Review newspapers for two consecutive weeks, as well as on the 
County’s website, social media and at the County office. 

Carried. 
 

Lamont County - Intermunicipal Collaboration Committee (ICC) Meeting 
217-20: Cherniwchan 
 

That Smoky Lake County schedule a meeting on a mutually agreed upon 
date to be determined in early 2021, in conjunction with Lamont County 
for an Intermunicipal Collaboration Committee (ICC) Meeting, to be 
held concurrently with the virtual public participation for proposed 
Bylaw No. 1383-20: Lamont County Intermunicipal Development Plan 
(IDP). 

Carried. 
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Bylaw No. 1371-20: Smoky Lake County Regional Heritage Board 
218-20: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council Bylaw No. 1371-20: Joint 

Agreement for the Regionalization of the Smoky Lake County 
Regional Heritage Board (SLCRHB), for the purpose of establishing 
and governing the Smoky Lake County Regional Heritage Board, be 
given FIRST READING; and schedule a Smoky Lake Region 
Intermunicipal Collaboration Committee (ICC) meeting on a mutually 
agreed upon date to be determined congruently with each respective 
municipality, to jointly continue work and further refinement of Bylaw 
No. 1371-20.   

Carried. 
 

 
 

Scott Franchuk, County Fire Chief, virtually joined the meeting, time 
10:57 a.m. 
 

 7. Delegation: 
 

Steven Leluik, Landowner - Waterfront Access Proposal 
 Virtually Present before Council from 11:00 a.m. to 11:21 a.m. was Mr. 

Jordan Ruegg, Planning and Development Manager, as requested on 
behalf of, and in the absence of, Steven Leluik, Landowner, to share Mr. 
Leluik’s power point presentation proposing waterfront access. 
 

219-20: Lukinuk 
 

That Smoky Lake County thank Mr. Steve Leluik, Landowner, for his 
proposal requesting waterfront access to his lake lot property, dated 
December 10, 2020, and notify him of the Council’s decision to take no 
action until further information is available from the province in respect 
to provincial approvals of mooring structures, and advise him of the 
public waterfront access from Lot 28. 

Carried. 
  

Request to Purchase County Owned Land – Pt. SW-6-59-15-W4M (0.31 acres) 
220-20: Lukinuk That Smoky Lake County defer to Administration to seek a reasonable 

market value of the land legally described as Pt. SW-6-59-15-W4M, 
Property Tax Roll No. 15590622, containing 0.31 acres (more or less), 
prior to considering the Expression of Interest, dated October 13, 2020, 
received from the Alberta Infrastructure, Government of Alberta, in the 
amount of $705.00 to purchase the said lands in accordance with County 
Policy Statement No. 61-10-01: Disposition of County Owned Property. 
 

Carried. 
 

11:43 to 11:48 a.m. 
 

9.  Public Question and Answer Period: 

 Hank Holowaychuk, Member of the Public: 
With the Environmental Reserve at Whitefish Lake is there an Area 
Structure Plan for that? And how much public involvement is there 
for determining Environmental Reserve? And what is the amount of 
employment that Smoky Lake Tree Nursery has brought to the 
region? 
 

Gene Sobolewski, Chief Administrative Officer: 
Determining Environmental Reserve does not require a public 
hearing, but the subdivision process does. The Act is clear that the 
intent of Environmental Reserve is to maintain the land in a natural 
state. 
 

Kyle Schole, Planning and Development Assistant: 
There is an Area Structure Plan for Whitefish Lake. 
 
The amount of employment that Smoky Lake Tree Nursery has 
brought to the region is unknown but has been significant over time. 
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Town of Smoky Lake - Harvest Gold Drive 
221-20: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County take no action to the Town of Smoky Lake 

Invoice #20200178 issued to Smoky Lake County in the amount of 
$50,000.00 pursuant to the Town’s letter dated October 21, 2020 and 
their invoice #20200178 relating to Harvest Gold Drive in the Town of 
Smoky Lake. 

Carried. 
 

Policy Statement No. 08-19-02: Smoky Lake County Community Learning Council Program 
– Legal Host Agreement 
222-20: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 08-19-02:  Smoky Lake 

County Community Learning Council Program – LEGAL HOST 
AGREEMENT be amended; and acknowledge Public Participation is 
not required as the amendment is a legislative requirement: 
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Carried. 
 
 

Bylaw No. 1368-20: Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework (ICF) - Thorhild County 
223-20: Orichowski That Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 1368-20: Intermunicipal 

Collaboration Framework (ICF) Between Smoky Lake County and 
Thorhild County, for the purpose of adopting the ICF, be given FIRST 
READING; and proceed in conjunction with Thorhild County to 
develop an agreement outside of the ICF in respect to road maintenance, 
which identifies liability and severability, and cost share the fees for 
legal review of the said agreement at 50/50 with Thorhild County, and 
engage the mutual Municipal Solicitor: Brownlee LLP to perform the 
legal review which is to be presented to each respective Council prior to 
giving Bylaw 1368-20 Second Reading. 

Carried. 
 
 

Meeting Recessed Meeting recessed for Lunch, time 12:00 p.m.   
 
 

Meeting Reconvened The meeting reconvened on a call to order by Reeve Craig Lukinuk at 
12:44 p.m. in the presence of all Council members, the Chief 
Administrative Officer, Assistant Chief Administrative Officer, Finance 
Manager; and virtual presence of the Planning and Development 
Manager, Planning and Development Assistant, Communications 
Technician, Community Economic Development Officer, Public Works 
Manager, Natural Gas Manager, GIS Technician, Recording Secretary, 
one member of the Public and two Members of the Media. 
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County Dog Shelter Caretaker Service Agreement 
224-20: Cherniwchan That Smoky Lake County, in accordance with Bylaw No. 1344-19: Dog 

Control, execute an agreement with Kountry Kennel c/o Diana Bochar, 
to designate a County Dog Shelter with animal caretaking services on 
the lands legally described as SE 1-61-18-W4, 61014 Range Road 180, 
for a Five (5) Year Term:  January 1, 2021 to December 31, 2025 
including yearly reporting protocol outlining the number of animals 
surrendered to the said shelter and mandatory inspections performed by 
the County’s Animal Control Officer. 

Carried. 
 

 Addition to the Agenda: 
 

Delegation: Mike Pecuh, Hardrock Contracting / Westload Transport 
 Virtually Present before Council was Mr. Mike Pecuh, Owner, Hardrock 

Contracting / Westload Transport, from 1:13 p.m. to 1:23 p.m. to request 
a property tax reduction due to a change of his mailing address. 
 
 

Municipal Election 2021 Update – Report No. 1 
225-20: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge receipt of the Municipal 

Election 2021 Update - Report No. 1, prepared by the Assistant Chief 
Administrative Officer, dated November 30, 2020, outlining the 
planning and preparations underway in advance of the October 2021 
Municipal Election, and the changes to the Local Authorities Election 
Act (LAEA) which are relevant to Smoky Lake County. 

Carried. 
 

Watershed Resiliency and Restoration Program 
226-20: Orichowski That Smoky Lake County prepare and submit, an application to the 

Watershed Resiliency and Restoration Program 2020-2021 through 
Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP), prior to the application deadline 
of January 4, 2021, for the purpose of improving flood and drought 
resiliency, through restoration and enhancement of watersheds; and 
further agree to abide by the terms of the Conditional Grant Agreement 
governing the purpose and use of the grant funds, should the said 
application be successful. 

Carried. 
 

Wetland Replacement Program Memorandum of Understanding 
227-20: Halisky That Smoky Lake County authorize Administration to proceed to 

execute a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Alberta 
Environment and Parks (AEP) in Support of Identifying Potential 
Wetland Replacement Projects for the Purposes of the Wetland 
Replacement Program. 

Carried. 
 

Property Tax Write Off Request for Rolls 17593620 & 17593630  
Delegation: Mike Pecuh, Hardrock Contracting / Westload Transport 
228-20: Gawalko 
Defeated 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council deny the request from the December 
10, 2020, delegation: Mr. Mike Pecuh, Owner, Hardrock Contracting / 
Westload Transport, for a property tax penalty cancelation in the total 
combined amount of $338.64 for Property Tax Rolls  17593620 & 
17593630, claiming his tax notice was not received due to a change in 
his mailing address of which, no notice was submitted to the County, 
and as per the Municipal Government Act, Section 337, a tax notice is 
deemed to have been received 7 days after it is sent. 

Defeated. 
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Property Tax Write Off Request for Rolls 17593620 & 17593630 
Delegation: Mike Pecuh, Hardrock Contracting / Westload Transport 
229-20: Lukinuk  
 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council reduce the amount of penalties on 
Property Tax Rolls 17593620 & 17593630, by 50%, in the total 
combined amount from $338.64 to the amount of $169.32, in response 
to the December 10, 2020 delegation: Mr. Mike Pecuh, Owner, 
Hardrock Contracting / Westload Transport, as Council considers it 
equitable to do so. 

Carried. 
 

 5.    Issues for Information: 
 

Chief Administrative Officer’s Report 
 The Chief Administrative Officer provided a report to Council for the 

period of October 15, 2020 to December 4, 2020: 
 

Legislative/Governance: 
 Met with RMA - conversation regarding amalgamation and the 

legislation, process, requirements, study funding, options, etc.. 
 Attended the 2020 Fall RMA Virtual Convention held on 

November 3 and 4, 2020 and the Reeves/Mayors Meeting on 
November 2, 2020. 

 Access for Information: Third Request for 2020 received in Month 
November. 

 Various Commission meetings in regard to various legal issues. 
 

Administrative: 
 Remembrance Day Ceremonies: Donated $200.00 to the Smoky 

Lake Legion Branch No. 227 and to the Waskatenau Legion Branch 
No. 261. 

 Police Survey: Completed with Council - Submitted November 3, 
2020. 

 

Financial: 
 Plex-Glass Update: Material arrived November 24, 2020 

Installation in Council Chambers anticipated on December 09, 
2020. 
 

Human Resources: 
 Implemented additional COVID-19 - Notice to Employees: Wear 

Mask in the Workplace - effective November 16, 2020. 
 Memorandum sent to all Staff from CAO: County to follow 

recommendations in regard to the Chief Medical Officer – COVID 
Restrictions. 

 Held at Staff Meeting, October 27, 2020. 
 Local Authorities Election Training for Year 2021 Module 2: 

November 19, 2020. 
 Nominations was competed by three employees. Nominations 
 Packages will be ready for release: January 4, 2021. 

 

Community: 
 National Aboriginal Veterans Day - Memorial Day observed in 

Canada in recognition of Aboriginal contributions to military 
service - Metis Crossing unveiling ceremony for November 8, 2020 
of the Metis Veteran's monument was postponed to June 6, 2021. 
Smoky Lake County did purchase a wreath in the amount of $80.00 
to participate in this ceremony. 

 Sent COVID protocols to staff in regard to latest requirements and 
recommendations from the Chief Medical Officer. 

 Attended various Tourism meetings. 
 

Training: 
 Legislative Services: Lydia Cielin, Patti Priest and Jenna Pelech 

completed a free Election Training Module on Nominations to be 
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of assistance to the Returning Officer, when required. 
 Legislative Services: Patti Priest received a Certificate of 

Completion on "Protecting Privacy in Alberta Public Bodies": 
FOIP – Privacy Training Program in November 2020 from Cenera. 

 
Village of Vilna – Amalgamation 
230-20: Orichowski That Smoky Lake County continue discussions with the Village of Vilna 

in early 2021, in respect to the verbal information received by the 
County’s Chief Administrative Officer, Assistant Chief Administrative 
Officer and Finance Manager while attending a virtual meeting held on 
November 10, 2020, with representatives from Rural Municipalities of 
Alberta (RMA), in regard to amalgamation legislation, process, 
requirements, study funding, options, etc. 

Carried. 
 

Smoky Lake Legion Branch No. 227 and to the Waskatenau Legion Branch No. 261 
231-20: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council approve action taken in donate 

funding in the amount of $200.00 to each of the Royal Canadian Legion 
Halls: Smoky Lake Legion Branch No. 227 and Waskatenau Legion 
Branch No. 261, for the Reembrace Day Ceremonies held on November 
11, 2020, which were held with restricted attendance and outdoors to 
accommodate social distancing measures due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Carried. 
 

COVID-19 - Wear Mask in the Workplace 
232-20: Cherniwchan That Smoky Lake County Council approve action taken in implementing 

an additional COVID-19 pandemic measure, effective November 16, 
2020, including wearing a non-medical mask when walking about inside 
County offices to reduce the spread of COVID-19.  

Carried. 
 

COVID-19 - Memorandum to all Staff 
233-20: Orichowski That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge action taken by the 

Chief Administrative Officer in providing a memorandum, dated 
November 20, 2020, to all staff in regard to following all 
recommendations from the Chief Medical Officer of Alberta, in respect 
to the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions. 

Carried. 
 
 

Financial Statements  
 As annexed to the minutes:  

 September/October 2020. 
 
 

Action List(s) 
 Action Lists: 

i. County Council Committee of the Whole for the Purpose of 
Administration Meeting – October 8, 2020.  

ii. County Council Meeting – October 22, 2020.  
iii. County Council Organizational Meeting – October 22, 2020. 
iv. County Council Committee of the Whole for the Purpose of 

Planning Meeting – October 29, 2020.  
 
 

Chief Administrative Officer’s Report 
234-20: Halisky That Smoky Lake County’s Chief Administrative Officer report for the 

period of October 16, 2020 to December 4, 2020, be accepted and filed 
for information. 

Carried. 
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 5.    Issues for Information: 

 
Finance Manager’s Report: 
Actual to Budget Report 
 Brenda Adamson, Finance Manager provided an updated Financial 

Report for the period of October 16, 2020 to December 3, 2020. 
 

Property Tax Write Off Request  
235-20: Lukinuk That Smoky Lake County Council take no action to the Owner’s request 

to write off penalties on their Property Tax Roll numbers: 14592030, 
14600710, 14600840, 15601320, and 15601321, and the Owner’s claim 
of their cheque being posted in the mail on October 1, 2020, as the 
County has not received the cheque and the outstanding taxes have been 
paid. 

Carried. 
 

Property Tax Write Off Request  
236-20: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County write off penalties in the amount of $45.19 on 

Property Tax Roll numbers: 17620310, 17620320, 17620330, 
17620340, 17620841, and 17621440, due to an administrative error at 
the time of payment, and in response to the Owner’s request dated 
November 19, 2020. 

Carried. 
 

Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) Grant 
237-20: Orichowski That Smoky Lake County approve to allocate funding from the 2020 

Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) Grant budget in 
accordance with Policy No. 08-17-01: Family and Community Support 
Services (FCSS) grant as follows: 

Community Group Eligibility Funding 
The Victoria Trail 
Agricultural Society 

to offer free gym sessions to 
seniors to help keep Seniors 
active and engaged and offset 
the current feeling of isolation 
and helplessness. 

$2,000.00 

 
Carried.  

 
JMD Group LLP – Smoky Lake County Audit 
238-20: Halisky That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the letter from JMD 

Group LLP, dated November 10, 2020, in regard to the Yearend 2020 
Audit Planning and the interim audit conducted on November 18-20, 
2020. 

Carried. 
 

Councillor Cherniwchan’s RRSP Contribution 
239-20: Orichowski That Smoky Lake County Council approve to discontinue contributing 

Councillor Johnny Cherniwchan’s Year-2021 Registered Retirement 
Savings Plan (RRSP) remuneration and alternatively direct the said 
remuneration into a Tax-Free Savings Account, due age ineligibility to 
contribute to RRSPs. 

Carried. 
 

Finance Manager’s Report 
240-20: Orichowski That the Smoky Lake County Financial Report prepared by Brenda 

Adamson, Finance Manager for the period of October 16, 2020 to 
December 3, 2020 be accepted for information. 

Carried. 
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Reeve’s Report: Reeve Craig Lukinuk presented the following written report:  

Reeve’s Report 
  For October 15, 2020 to November 30, 2020  
 
October 22, 2020 – Council Organizational Meeting held virtually: (All Council) 

 
 
October 22, 2020 – Regular Council Meeting held in Chambers/Virtual: (All Council) 

 Acknowledged the Memorandum of Understanding for the Ukrainian Twinning initiative for the Cooperation 
between Kosiv District, Ivano-Frankivska Oblast, Ukraine, and Smoky Lake Region, which is valid for five 
years to September 30, 2025 unless agreed upon to extend. 

 Approved forming a Ukrainian Twining “Working Group” until there are terms of reference established. 
 Appointed the Returning Officer and Deputy Returning Officer for the 2021 Municipal Election. 
 Approved to offer $85,000 to Aspen View Public Schools, for 50% of the cost to extend the size of the 

Gymnasium being incorporated into the new H. A. Kostash School in Smoky Lake for the ability to host 
Provincial Tournaments. 

 Agreed to advertising Pt. SW-6-59-15-W4M containing .044 acres for sale. 
 Agreed to accept a purchase offer of $3,000 for Plan 1955CL, Block 1, Lot 25 in the Hamlet of Spedden. 
 Agreed to allocate funding from the 2020 Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) Grant to: 

o Kinette Club of Smoky Lake $1,000 
o Smoky Lake Seniors’ Drop-in Centre $2,254 
o Regional Community Development Committee $2,500 
o Vilna Veselka Dance Club $2,500 
o Smoky Lake Holubka Dance Club $2,500 

 Approved to install two culverts: one being on Township Road 602, west of Range Road 195 and the second 
one being through a private approach in the same area adjacent to the land legally described as NE-07-60-
19-W4, at no cost the property owner, to direct the water flow appropriately. 

 Approved a backsloping application from Ron Bobocel for a payout of $2,000. 
 Agreed to submit the proposed Bylaw No. 1380-20 for the Road Closure of Undeveloped Government Road 

Allowance: East side of River Lot 10 (Victoria Settlement), containing 2.32 hectares (5.73 acres) more or 
less for the purpose of closing to public travel to the Minister of Transportation for approval consideration. 

 Accepted the Northern Lights Library System Board (NLLS) Year-2021 requisition of a 0% increase. 
 
October 23, 2020 – Council Workshop with Senior Management: (All Council) 

 Discussion on the Organizational Chart. 
 Talked about Smoky Lake County Level of Services being provided. 
 Discussion on Capital Purchasing for upcoming budget. 
 

October 27, 2020 – Northeast Regional Agricultural Service Board Conference: (All Council) 
 Alberta Agriculture and Forestry update presented by Doug Macualay, Agriculture Service Board Unit. 
 Emergency Preparedness for Communities presented by Katherine Altman, Agriculture, and Forestry-

Emergency Management Services. 
 Received an Alberta Emergency Management Association update by Ian Fox AEMA Northeast Region. 
 FireSmart Alberta – Living Resiliently with Wildfire in Alberta. 
 Emergency Planning for Livestock What Can a Municipality Do Presented by Brad Andres, Agriculture and 
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Forestry, Emergency Management Services. 
 Going Forward After Deregulation of Fusarium graminearum Presented the Alberta Wheat Commission. 
 Reviewed the 2020 Report Card. 

 
October 29, 2020 – Council Committee of the Whole - Planning: (All Council) 

 Discussed and recommended: 
o Pursuing a designation of a Canadian Heritage River under the Canadian Heritage Rivers System 

for the portion of the North Saskatchewan River flowing though the County (82 kilometers). 
o Pursuing a Nomination for an International Dark-Sky Association (IDA) Designation. 
o Executing an Alberta Wetlands Replacement Program Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). 
o Drafting a Bylaw for the purpose of outlining Planning and Development Fees with no changes to 

the existing Fee Structure, which would replace Policy Statement No. 61-11-01: Planning and 
Development Fees. 

o Four Drafts Bylaw amendments to the Land Use Bylaw No. 1272-14, for the purpose of: regulating 
Recreational Vehicles (RVs) and Campsites, use of shipping containers, clarifying regulation 
surrounding tiny homes, & regulating small livestock in urban areas. 

 
October 30, 2020 – Victoria District Economic Development Strategy Implementation Working Group meeting held 
Virtually: (Craig) 

 Discussion held regarding the: Business Plan Public Consultation Update, Insurance issues for hospitality 
properties, and potential Signature Attractions. 

 
November 2, 2020 – Regional Community Development Committee (RCDC) held in Chambers/Virtual: (Craig & Lorne) 

 Organizational meeting held and Craig Lukinuk was acclaimed as Chairperson and Lorne Halisky was 
acclaimed as Vice-Chairperson. 

 Agreed to identify changes needed to the RCDC terms of reference, and other related RCDC management 
system elements to optimize the Committee’s activities, structures, and reporting. 

 Recommended participating in the 2021 HUB CARES Investment Attraction Video project. 
 Accepted the “Bring Them Home” social media campaign as information. 

 
November 2, 2020 – Reeves and Mayors RMA Fall Meeting: (Craig) 

 Election of the Chair by Acclamation Bart Guyon. 
 Election of the Vice Chair by Acclamation Joe Blakeman. 
 Impact of Assessment Changes on each Municipality. 
 92 Members Attended meeting. 
 Discussion on the New Policing Model and the impacts to Municipalities. 

 
November 3 & 4, 2020 – Rural Municipalities of Alberta RMA Virtual Convention: (All Council) 

 Received the RMA President’s Update, RMA Business Services Report and Financials. 
 Nominations for President were held – Paul McLauchlin was elected as President. 
 Hon. Tracy Allard, Minister of Municipal Affairs provided a speech. 
 Keynote Speaker was Arlene Dickinson who spoke on “Reinvention”. 
 Hon. Jason Kenney, Premier of Alberta provided a speech. 
 Education Session included: Red Tape Reduction, Media Training 101, The Future of Healthcare in Rural 

Alberta, and The Business of Advocacy. 
 20 Resolutions were submitted prior to the convention and 17 of these passed. 

 
November 5, 2020 – Joint Council Meeting w/Village of Waskatenau held in Chambers/Virtually: (All Council) 

 Reviewed, for the purpose of updating, the Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 1312-18, and Village of 
Waskatenau Bylaw No. 667-2018: Joint Operation Agreement for the provision of Fire Protection Services. 
 

November 9, 2020 – Northern Lights Library Executive Meeting: (Craig) 
 Dr. Margaret Zelmanlaw was hired to do a complete organizational review of NLLS. 
 Discussed topics for upcoming NLL Board Meeting. 
 Plan of Service update. 
 Discussion on creating a video on NLLS and how it operates from ordering Books all the way to delivery. 
 In Closed Session to review Executive Directors Resume and Videos. 

 
November 11, 2020 – Remembrance Day Smoky Lake Legion: (Craig, Johnny) 

 Attended the Service that was held in front of the Legion to Remember our Veterans approximately 60 
people attended the service outside while social distancing. 
 

November 10, 2020 – Joint Council Meeting w/Village of Vilna held in Chambers/Virtually: (All Council) 
 Reviewed, for the purpose of updating, the Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 1313-18, and Village of Vilna 

Bylaw No. 539-18: Joint Operation Agreement for the provision of Fire Protection Services. 
 
November 12, 2020 – ICF Meeting w/Thorhild County held in Chambers/Virtually: (All Council) 

 Acknowledged the Municipal Affairs April 1, 2021, mandatory deadline to complete all Intermunicipal 
Collaboration Frameworks. 

 Recommended to work collaboratively to develop an agreement outside of the ICF for boundary area Road 
Maintenance. 

 Discussed and agreed to some changes to the respective proposed ICF Bylaws. 
 
November 12, 2020 - Smoky Lake Region Fire and Rescue Committee Meeting held in Chambers/Virtually: (Craig, 
Johnny & Lorne) 

 Organizational meeting held and Casey Caron was acclaimed as the Chairperson & Craig Lukinuk was 
acclaimed as the Vice-Chairperson. 

 Discussed surplus Fire & Rescue equipment which could be shipped to the Kosiv District, Ivano-Frankivska 
Oblast, Ukraine through a humanitarian effort in respect to the Ukrainian Twinning MOU.  

 Recommended each respective municipality adopt the Policy Statement No. 02-06-03: Years of Service 
Award Program for Volunteer Firefighters 

 Recommended each respective municipality adopt the Management Policy Statement No. M01-44-01: 
District Fire Chief Job Description. 

 Recommended Smoky Lake County Council approve to add the Volunteer Firefighter Member & Family 
Assistance Program (MFAP) Insurance coverage & cover the cost of approximately of $1,340/year. 

 Received a report on the Jack Pine Wildfire at Township Road 590A and Range Road 161 which occurred 
during October 6, 2020 to October 12, 2020. 

 
November 13, 2020 – Victoria District Economic Development Strategy Implementation Working Group meeting held 
Virtually: (Craig) 

 Held discussed on: Business Plan feedback, Legal feedback on fees and structure, potential Signature 
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Attractions, and a booking system. 
 
November 13, 2020 - Council Workshop with CAO: (All Council) 

 Discussion on upcoming meetings. 
 

November 16, 2020 – Ukrainian Twinning Working group meeting held in Chambers/Virtually: (Craig, Johnny, Lorne) 
 This meeting was held informally to gain an understanding of expectations and opportunities, more 

information will be brought forward after the terms of reference for the committee is established. 
 Topics discussed was Humanitarian, Agriculture, and Forestry. 

 
 
November 18, 2020 – Joint Council Meeting w/Town of Smoky Lake held in Chambers/Virtually: (All Council) 

 Reviewed, for the purpose of updating, the Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 1311-18 and Town of Smoky 
Lake Bylaw No. 001-18: Joint Operation Agreement for the provision of Fire Protection Services. 

 Declare November 23-29, 2020 as National Holodomor Awareness Week, to bring awareness to the 87th 
anniversary of the “Holodomor” which was the Soviet Communist regime's genocide against the Ukrainian 
people. 

 
November 20, 2020 – Northern Lights Library Board Meeting: (Craig)  

 Dr. Margaret Zelmanlaw Organizational Review Report to be completed by February. 
 Working with PLSB on Supernet Bandwidth upgrades for libraries. 
 Approved 12 Policies. 
 2020 ALTA Awards nominations are now open to recognize library boards and long serving trustees. 
 PLSB Report by Jordan DeSousa. 
 ALTA Report by Jennifer Anheliger and now sit on the Executive Board. 
 Financial Update by Terri Hampson and Interim acting directors report. 
 Plan of Service Update. 

 
November 25, 2020 – Fire AGM: (Craig, Johnny) 

 Presentation of the Audited Financial Statements for the year ending December 31, 2019. 
 Appointed Metrix Group LLP as the auditor for the upcoming year. 
 Fed Gas Reciprocal Exchange Business Activities Report for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2019. 
 

November 26, 2020 – Council Budget Meeting held in Chambers/Virtually: (All Council) 
 Discussed the Three-Year Road Plan, Five-Year Bridge Program, Capital Budget, Surplus Equipment, and 

Total Function budget. 
 Agreed for Council to not receive any Cost of Living Allowance (COLA) in 2021. 
 Agreed to close the County Offices during the lunch hour as well as on Tuesdays and Thursdays until further 

notice for reason associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
November 26, 2020 – Joint Council Meeting w/Town of Smoky Lake held in Chambers/Virtually: (All Council) 

 Public Hearing held to obtain public input regarding the proposed Victoria District Economic Development 
Strategy: Proposed Business Plan. 

 There were up to 33 participants including 18 County and Town Elected Officials and Staff. 
 Over 20 pages of correspondence was submitted with feedback and read into the record. 
 Overall feedback was positive. 

 
November 27, 2020 – Victoria District Economic Development Strategy Implementation Working Group meeting held 
Virtually: (Craig) 

 Held discussed on: Business Plan feedback, Legal feedback on fees and structure, potential Signature 
Attractions, and the need for an Infrastructure Master Plan. 

 
November 30, 2020 – Northern Lights Library Executive: (Craig) 

 James McDonald signed Northern Lights Library Executive Director Contract and will be starting the 
beginning of February 2021. 

 
Sincerely, 
Craig Lukinuk, Smoky Lake County Reeve 
 

Reeve’s Report  
241-20: Cherniwchan That the Smoky Lake County Reeve’s Report received for the period of 

October 15, 2020 to November 30, 2020, be accepted and filed for 
information. 

Carried. 
 

 7. Delegation: 
 

Smoky Lake Curling Association 
 Virtually Present before Council was Smoky Lake Curling Association 

Members: Scott Franchuk and Amy Cherniwchan, from 3:03 p.m. to 
3:28 p.m. to request funding for a new chiller at the Smoky Lake curling 
rink. 
 

242-20: Lukinuk That the Smoky Lake County Council approve to contribute, in the 
amount of $12,881.00 allocated from the Municipal Sustainability 
Initiative (MSI) Operating funds, to the Smoky Lake Curling 
Association, stipulating the said funds must be utilized to sustain the 
curling rink facility operating fees; and recommend the Smoky Lake 
Curling Association request matching funds from the Town of Smoky 
Lake. 

Carried. 
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Smoky Lake Curling Association Members: Scott Franchuk and Amy 
Cherniwchan, left the meeting, time 3:28 p.m. 
 

 5.    Issues for Information: 
 

Manager’s Reports: 
 
Planning & Development 
Intermunicipal Collaboration Committee (ICC) Meeting with Lamont County 
243-20: Orichowski That the Smoky Lake County Council propose the following possible 

dates of January 18, 2021, January 19, 2021, January 20, 2021, 
January 21, 2021 or January 22, 2021 for an Intermunicipal 
Collaboration Committee (ICC) Meeting with Lamont County, to be 
held concurrently with the virtual public participation for proposed 
Bylaw No. 1383-20: Lamont County Intermunicipal Development Plan 
(IDP). 

Carried. 
 

Manager’s Reports 
244-20: Cherniwchan That the Smoky Lake County Management Reports received for the 

period between October 16, 2020 to December 3, 2020, from Doug 
Ponich, Public Works Manager; Bob Novosiwsky, Public Works Road 
Foreman; Dave Kully, Public Works Shop Foreman; Ed English, Bylaw 
Enforcement Peace Officer / Parks and Recreation Manager; Jordan 
Ruegg, Planning and Development Manager; Trevor Tychkowsky, 
Safety Officer, and the Communications and GIS Department, be 
accepted and filed for information. 

Carried. 
 

Training Events – Report to Council 
245-20: Orichowski That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge receipt of the Reports 

produced in accordance with Management Policy Statement No. 01-M-
41: Reporting on Training Events, received from: 
 

Administration: 
 Local Authorities Election Training – Module Two: Nominations, 

online, attended by Lydia Cielin, Assistant CAO, Jenna Preston, 
Municipal Clerk and Patti Priest, Legislative Services Clerk. 

 
Communications: 
 Protecting Privacy in Alberta Public Bodies: FOIP Privacy 

Training Program, held online, attended by Evonne Zukiwski, 
Communications Technician and Patti Priest, Legislative Services 
Clerk. 
 

Carried. 
 

 
Committee Task Forces and Boards:  Reports 
 
Alberta CARE (Alberta Coordinated Action for Recycling Enterprises) 
  Meeting held on December 4, 2020, and addressed in Councillor 

Gawalko’s written report: 
 Tire Program: An additional processor near Calgary. Which will mean increased service for 

municipalities. 
 Paint Fees: New fees coming for paint containers in October 2021. Currently Albertans pay 

$0.10-$2.00. 
 Electronics: Updated us on the e-pilot program information packages - advertising tool kit and 

post cards. 
 Used oil Program: Trying to expand it to include DEF, W washer, Antifreeze, and container size 

from 30L to 50L. 
 HHW Hazardous Household Waste: 
 Alberta Government looking to convert HHW programs to EPR more info on this coming mid - 
 December 2020. 
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 After December 31,2020 Swan Hills will no longer be accepting HHW. ARMA is looking for 
 alternate private solutions for HHW. 
 Alberta Care conference was in Pincher Creek this fall 78 attended. 
 Alberta Care trained 30 people, in HHW. Wheatland County, Vulcan and district community 

and Beaver Municipal Solutions in Riley AB. 
 Art Sawatzty gave on overview of a new waste to energy project/Peace River. 1.6 million 

Budget. www.prwmc.ca for more information. 
 COVID-19 directive attached. Tom Moore reported. 
 Overview of stake holder input into new regulations into hydro-vac waste and facility by Carol 

Nelson. 
 Alberta Government passes an EPR feasibility study to implement an Alberta EPR Program. 
 Alberta Care website now has a tab for policies under resource. 
 Alberta Care spring seminar is February 24-26 2021 in the town of Stony Plain. 
 Alberta Care fall Conference 2021 is In the MD of Bonnyville AB. Pending 

  
Corridor Communications Inc. (CCI) Wireless 
  No Report. 

 
Doctor Recruitment and Retention  
  Next Meeting at the Call of the Chairperson. 

 
Shannon Stubbs, M.P., Shadow Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness 
246-20: Halisky That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the email from Tina 

Warawa, Executive Assistant, Office of Shannon Stubbs, M.P., Shadow 
Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness, dated 
November 14, 2020, in respect to an update of “no progress” on Dr. 
Lourens’s immigration status, be filed for information. 

Carried. 
 

Evergreen Regional Waste Management Services Commission   
  Next Regular and Organizational meeting is scheduled for December 

17, 2020. 
 

Family & Community Support Services 
  No Report. 

 
Fire and Rescue Liaison Committee 
  Smoky Lake 

 No Report. 
 

 Vilna 
 No Report. 

 
 Waskatenau 
 No Report. 

 
Government Liaison Committee 
  No Report. 

 
Highway 28/63 Regional Water Services Commission 
  Smoky Lake County Councillor Randy Orichowski was once again 

acclaimed as the Chairperson for the Highway 28/63 Regional Water 
Services Commission. 

 The following appointments were made by resolution at the October 
28, 2020, Organizational Meeting for Year 2020-2021: 
 Smoky Lake County as the Commission’s Managing Entity, 
 Mr. Gene Sobolewski, as the Commission Manager, 
 Associated Engineering Alberta Ltd. as the Commission’s 

engineering consultants, 
 Brownlee LLP as the Commission’s Legal Counsel, 
 JMD Group LLP, as the Commission’s financial auditor, and 
 ATB Financial as the Commission’s financial institution service 

provider. 
 Next meeting is scheduled for December 16, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. 
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Highway 28/63 Regional Water Services Commission - MOU 
247-20: Gawalko 
 

That Smoky Lake County execute the Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with the Highway 28/63 Regional Water Services Commission 
for the County to supply information, goods, and services, for a term 
effect immediately upon execution by both parties, and to remain in 
effect indefinitely unless duly amended or terminated, with a scheduled 
of fees payable to Smoky Lake County as follows: 

Financial & Administrative Services 
(CAO, Finance Manager, Finance Clerk & 
Recording Secretary) $6,500.00/month 
Utilities Manager $65.00/hour 
Utilities Serviceman $48.00/hour Regular;  

$72.00/hour OT 

Mileage Current per km rate of the Commission 

 
Carried. 

 
Joint Health and Safety Committee 
  Meeting held on November 19, 2020 and address in Councillor 

Halisky’s written report:  
 2 employees trained on ICS 100, 4 employees trained on Winter Ready and 1 employee trained 

on De Escalating Potential Violent situations.   
 Formal Safety Inspections were conducted at the following locations: Spedden Water Station – 

area was clean, some water on floor from dehumidifier was cleaned up, the first aid kit was not 
in line of sight and brought forward, and the fire extinguisher was out of date, Smoky Lake 
Transfer Site – the small amount of cash kept onsite will no longer be kept on sight, a portable 
eyewash station is needed and would have to be brought to site each so it does not freeze in 
winter, and Spedden Landfill – site is organized, secure and labelled, emergency procedures 
need to be posted with the land location and address. 

 There were 4 incidents reported for the period October 21, 2020 to November 19, 2020: 
 An employee slipped and fell on the Main Office parking lot due to icy conditions, the employee 

did have a sore back and neck and was seen by a doctor, near miss slip with no injuries on 
Main Office parking lot due to icy conditions, another near miss slip with no injuries on Main 
Office parking lot due to icy conditions, and the unit pulling the CNG trailer travelling south on 
highway 855 struck a deer on the driver’s side front bumper causing $1,800.00 worth of damage 
to the vehicle with no personal injuries – better headlights may be required. 

 Everyone in the County Administration and Shop areas are still healthy and no one is off 
because of COVID. However, all employees must follow the Return to Work Guidelines.  

 Mold Air Quality test is being conducted first week in December in the Main Office due to 
employees experiencing throat irritation in the office.  

 Ensure your extension cords are in good condition for your vehicles and Christmas lights. 
 Keep your vehicles fueled up and Equip your vehicles with basic winter survival gear such as a 

flashlight, batteries, blanket, snacks, gloves, boots, first-aid kit, etc. 
 Since the time change, we have less daylight to drive in so please remember to turn your lights 

on and drive with care. 
 Please continue to drive to the road conditions and report all hazardous road conditions 

including fallen or leaning trees, missing road signs etc. to County Public Works. 
 Theft in the region continues so please ensure all vehicles/equipment whether County owned 

or personal are secured etc. and report all suspicious activities to the RCMP immediately. 
 Keep your mind on task at all times, conduct hazard assessments, and report all incidents to 

help prevent loss. 
 Hunting season is here so please drive with caution, don’t put yourself in harm’s way and report 

all unlawful/ suspicious activities to the local Fish and Wildlife Office or the Report a Poacher 
Line. 

 Winter season is upon us so please ensure your vehicles/equipment whether County owned or 
personal are winter ready and always remove all snow, slush etc. from your windows, lights and 
mirrors etc. 

 Increased wildlife vehicle collisions occur at this time of year and have already proven that so 
please drive with caution, learn the high wildlife travelled areas and use more caution through 
those areas. 

 When using portable heaters in offices, make sure they are place away from flammables and 
turned off when out of the office. 

 Working on internal safety audit paperwork. 
 Fire drills must be done soon – be prepared. 
 Toolbox meetings were going to start but with the COVID-19 restrictions they have been held 

off until further notice. 
 Next JH&S Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December 17/20.  

 
Municipal Planning Commission  
  Addressed in the Reeve’s Report. 
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Northeast Alberta Information HUB 
  Meeting held on November 23, 2020 and address in Councillor 

Halisky’s written report:  
 Welcome message deliverd by Steve Upham including working with COVID-19 requirements. 
 MLA’s were not present.  
 Financial report by Bob Bezpalko in the absence of Jennifer Leroux, with all in good standing. 
 A meeting with Minister Schweitzer and Alberta HUB Chair Steve Upham is taking place on 

December 1st regarding the value of REDAs. 
 Alice Stewart spoke on the work of Lakeland College to get the attention of the Government of 

Alberta when it comes to the capability of the college in the diversity of Alberta Ag research. 
 Operations update was given on the Ag, Aerospace, Energy and Tourism sectors.  
 The current state of Broadband development was discussed with the frustration of the 

Government of Alberta not giving any direction or assistance.   
 A letter of support from Alberta Hub was discussed for the MCSnet Application for Universal 

Broadband Funding. 
 Greg Harasym and Eric Freisen from Cool Green Solutions gave a presentation on Waste to 

Energy but have little to few operations in Canada. 
 Next North East Alberta Hub Meeting is Monday January 25th, 2021.   

 
Internet Speed Testing Project 
248-20: Halisky 
  

That Smoky Lake County promote on social media, the Internet 
Performance Test Program launched by Rural Municipalities of Alberta 
(RMA) in conjunction with the Canadian Internet Registration Agency 
(CIRA), which measures internet speeds in rural Alberta to collect data 
to demonstrate the current state of broadband in rural Alberta for the 
purpose of using the information to drive advocacy for federal funding. 

 
Carried. 

 
North East Muni-Corr. Ltd. 
 
 

 Meeting held on November 5, 2020. 

Northern Lights Library Board 
  Addressed in the Reeve’s Report. 

 Included in this Agenda Package: 
 Minutes: August 21, 2020.  
 Minutes: November 20, 2020.  
 2020 Alberta Library Trustees Association Memberships.  
 Interim Acting Director’s Report: November 2020.  
 Library Manager’s Council Report: November 20, 2020.  
 Plan of Service Chair Message.  
 

Policy Committee  
  No Report.  

 
R.C.M.P. Liaison Committee 
 
 

 Meeting held on November 12, 2020 and addressed in Bobocel 
Gawalko’s written report: 
 Sgt. Tina Chan reported on how many officers are in the Smoky Lake Detachment. 3 + Sgt and 

a reserve coming in for 6 shifts at a time they stay in town. Redwater members are assisting 
talked about security cameras if you have them learn how to use them. 34 stolen vehicles this 
year lower then compared to last year. Do not leave keys in vehicles, use the club and, lock-lock-
lock. 

 Ed English county peace officer talked about the IHT. He said it has been repaired and signs put 
up. 

 Scott Franchuk County Fire Chief talked about water and ice rescue for the region and that council 
is on board with it and government cutting some training grants. 

 Eric from Fish and Wildlife enforcement services reported on ongoing training, helping out with 
ice and rescue, dealing with trespassing during hunting season. Landowner has to support the 
charges and the fine is $600.00. 

 Next meeting is scheduled for February 24, 2021. 
 

Regional Community Development Committee (RCDC) 
 
 

 Addressed in the Reeve’s Report. 
 Included in this Agenda Package: 
 Regional Community Development Committee (RCDC) 

September 8, 2020 Action List. 
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Regional Emergency Management Advisory Committee 
  No Report. 

 
Risk-Pro Control Management Committee 
 Added Named Insured: Minutes: 

 Waskatenau Pryveet Dance Club 
a. Minutes: November 4, 2020.  
b. Annual Minutes: November 4, 2020. 

  
Smoky Lake Community Daycare Co-operative Committee 
  Addressed in the Reeve’s Report. 

 
Smoky Lake Community Daycare Co-operative Committee – Micro-Website Request 
249-20: Orichowski That Smoky Lake County Council approve action taken in granting the 

request from the Smoky Lake Community Daycare Co-operative 
Committee for the County to provide an AllNet basic micro-website 
through the County’s website at no cost to the Co-operative, as per the 
letter received from Melody Morton, Committee Chair, dated December 
2, 2020. 

Carried. 
 

Smoky Lake Foundation 
  Meeting held on December 9, 2020.  

 The next regular board meeting is scheduled for February 18, 2021. 
 

Smoky Lake Region Fire and Rescue Committee 
  Address in the Reeve’s Report.  

 Next regular meeting is scheduled for November 12, 2020, 1:00 p.m. 
 

Smoky Lake Heritage Board 
  Included in this agenda package:  

 Smoky Lake Heritage Board Minutes: February 12, 2021. 
 

Joint Municipalities Meeting 
  No Report.  

 
Smoky Lake Agricultural Society 
  Meeting held on November 11, 2020 and addressed in Councillor 

Halisky’s written report:  
 Smoky Lake Agricultural Society facility and highway signs purchased, and installation is in 

process.  
 Due to having too many keys not accounted for re-keying and setting up a key management 

system for the facility doors is being looked at.  
 Security cameras are being looked into in conjunction with the security system.  
 Downspout concrete splash guards are being looked at to prevent washouts near facility. 
 Treasurer update was presented with all in good standing.  
 New stove and dishwasher install are near completion.  
 Bingo operations are going okay.  
 CFEP Grant was discussed with having a covered gathering area attached to facility as a 

possibility.  
 Non - profit grants were submitted.   
 Vending machines are presently being managed by the Ag Society and all seems to be 

working well.  
 Jody Carrington function was cancelled and is tentatively set up for April 1st, 2021. 
 Fun Casino Night was rebooked for April 17th, 2021. 
 Ag Society members worker bee is taking place to clean up unrequired materials in the facility 

kitchen. 
 Open Farm Days reimbursement is being followed up with. 
 Next Smoky Lake Agricultural Society Meeting is December 10th, 2020. 

 
Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework (ICF) Committee 
  Address in the Reeve’s Report.  
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Citizens-on-Patrol (C.O.P.) Association 
  Next Vilna/ Bellis Citizens on Patrol – C.O.P. Meeting date is to be 

determined. 
 

Committee Task Force and Board Reports 
250-20: Cherniwchan  
 

That Smoky Lake County’s Committee Task Force and Board Reports 
presented by Councillors as of December 10, 2020, be accepted for 
information.  

Carried. 
 

 6.    Correspondence: 
 

Ron Bobocel, Landowner – Thank you 
251-20: Orichowski 
 

That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the correspondence 
received from Ron Bobocel, Landowner, dated October 26, 2020, 
thanking County Employees for their expertise with a backsloping 
project adjacent to his property and delivery of sand and gravel. 
 

Carried. 
 

Village of Waskatenau – Culvert Encroachment Range Road 592 
252-20: Halisky 
 

That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the correspondence 
received from Bernice Macyk, Chief Administrative Officer, Village of 
Waskatenau, dated October 22, 2020, providing the County permission 
for a Culvert Encroachment at Range Road 592 onto the Village of 
Waskatenau road Right-of-Way. 

Carried. 
 

Alberta Environment and Parks 
253-20: Orichowski That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the correspondence 

received from Jason Nixon, Minister of Alberta Environment and Parks, 
dated October 23, 2020, supporting the County’s nomination of a 
portion of the North Saskatchewan River under the Canadian Heritage 
Rivers System, and announcing Alberta Environment and Parks, as the 
jurisdictional representative, will make the formal nomination on the 
County’s behalf; and once the nomination is endorsed by the Canadian 
Heritage Rivers System Board of Directors, the next step is for the 
County to prepare a nomination document with relevant information and 
background studies. 

Carried. 
 

Village of Vilna 
254-20: Cherniwchan 
 

That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the correspondence 
received from Earla Wagner, Chief Administrative Officer, Village of 
Vilna, dated October 21, 2020, in regard to the Village Councillor 
appointments to Boards and Committees as per their Year-2020 
Organizational Meeting. 

Carried. 
 

Village of Waskatenau 
255-20: Gawalko 
 

That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the correspondence 
received from Bernice Macyk, Chief Administrative Officer, Village of 
Waskatenau, dated October 2020 in regard to the Village Councillor 
appointments to Boards and Committees as per their Year-2020 
Organizational Meeting. 

Carried. 
 

COVID-19 Restrictions 
256-20: Orichowski 
 

That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the Government of 
Alberta publication, dated November 2020, titled: COVID-19 
Restrictions, effective November 13, 2020, Understanding Alberta’s 
new temporary public health measures. 

Carried. 
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2021 Prime Minister’s Awards 
257-20: Halisky 
 

That Smoky Lake County advertise for self-nominations, in response to 
the correspondence received from the Government of Canada, in regard 
to the Year-2021 Prime Minister’s Awards, with a nomination deadline 
of January 12, 2021. 

Carried. 
 

Smoky Lake School of Dance 
258-20: Halisky 
 

That Smoky Lake County contribute funding in the amount of $1,500.00 
allocated from Grants to Individuals and Organizations, to the Smoky 
Lake School of Dance, in response to the correspondence received from 

Cheryl Semeniuk, President, Smoky Lake School of Dance, dated 
November 9, 2020, requesting financial assistance to help sustain the 
organization due to the COVID-19 pandemic and loss of Casino fund 
raising. 

Carried. 
 

Alberta Development Officers Association (ADOA) 
259-20: Halisky 
 

That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the correspondence 
received from Jordan Ruegg, Vice President, Education Co-Chair, 
Alberta Development Officers Association (ADOA), dated October 28, 
2020, advising Kyle Schole is the successful recipient of a subsidy 
award in the amount of $573.00 from the Alberta Development Officers 
Association’s Year-2020 Education Subsidy Awards. 

Carried. 
 

MCSnet 
260-20: Lukinuk 
 

That Smoky Lake County provide a letter of support to the Innovation, 
Science and Economic Development (ISED) Canada for MCSnet’s 
application to the ISED Universal Broadband Fund, in response to the 
correspondence received from Rhonda Lafrance, Marketing 
Coordinator, MCSnet, dated November 19, 2020; and extend an 
invitation to MCSnet representatives to attend a future Council meeting 
as a delegation for an update.  

Carried. 
 

Veteran’s Memorial Highway Association 
261-20: Cherniwchan 
 

That Smoky Lake County take no action to the Veteran’s Memorial 
Highway Association, Membership Dues for 2020/2021 invoice dated 
November 7, 2020, as Smoky Lake County has not been a member since 
2017. 

Carried. 
 

Thank You’s 
 Addressed through Correspondence. 

 
Information Releases 
262-20: Gawalko 
 

That following correspondence released to Smoky Lake County Council 
in accordance with Policy Statement No. 01-28-01: Regular County 
Council Meeting: Issues for Information and Information Releases, for 
the month of November 2020, be filed for information or acknowledged 
as follows: 
 R69-20 - RMA Contact Newsletter, November 6, 2020 - be filed 

for information, 
 R70-20 - RMA Contact Newsletter, November 6, 2020 - be filed 

for information, 
 R71-20 - Norine Ambrose, Executive Director, Alberta Riparian 

Habitat Management Society “Cows and Fish”, November 17, 
2020, Letter of Support for the County’s Nomination of the North 
Saskatchewan River, Canadian Heritage River System Designation 
- acknowledge receipt, 
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 R72-20 - Smoky Lake Chamber of Commerce Quarterly Newsletter 
for October 2020 - be filed for information, 

 R73-20 - RMA Contact Newsletter, November 20, 2020 - be filed 
for information, 

 R74-20 - Laura Swain, MPA, Interim Chief Administrative Officer, 
Parkland County, November 19, 2020, Letter of Support for the 
County’s Nomination of the North Saskatchewan River, Canadian 
Heritage River System Designation - acknowledge receipt, 

 R75-20 - Aspen View Board Highlights, November 19, 2020 - be 
filed for information, 

 R76-20 - Ukrainian Canadian Congress, E-Bulletin, November 26, 
2020 - be filed for information. 

Carried. 
 

County Council Meeting 
263-20: Orichowski The next Smoky Lake County Council Meeting is scheduled for 

Thursday, January 28, 2021, at 9:00 a.m., and Thursday, February 25, 
2020, at 9:00 a.m., to be held virtually, through Electronic 
Communication Technology as per Bylaw 1376-20 and/or physically in 
County Council Chambers.  

Carried. 
 

 10.  Bills & Accounts: 
 

264-20: Orichowski 
  

That all the Smoky Lake County Bills and Accounts approved for 
payment, including the bills and accounts recommended for payment by 
the Natural Gas Council, and including transfers to the Payroll Account, 
be filed for information: 

County Council Meeting:  Dec. 10, 2020 
   
Batch # Cheque Numbers Total of Batch 
51671 50380 to 50401 $143,993.66 
51792 50402 to 50435 $67,456.87 
51879 50436 to 50462 $222,162.66 
52011 50463 to 50501 $206,551.82 
52018 50502 $20,212.50 
52043 50503 to 50516 $31,983.12 
52118 50517 to 50547 $189,202.06 
52167 50548 to 50575 $126,253.04 
52234 50576 to 50587 $88,703.48 
52304 50588 to 50610 $296,937.13 
52353 50611 to 50634 $26,177.52 
Total Cheques from 50380 to 50634 $1,419,633.86 

   
Direct Debit Register  
   
Batch # Description Total of Batch 
51974 Smoky Lake County $375,429.11 
52000 My HAS $129.30 
52002 My HAS $658.80 
52003 My HAS $215.48 
Total Direct Debits $376,432.69 

   
Grand Total Bills and Accounts $1,796,066.55 
(Note: From General Account)  

 
Carried. 
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 8.    Executive Session: 
 

Dangerous and Unsightly Property 
265-20: Gawalko 
  

That Smoky Lake County go into Executive Session to discuss a Legal 
Land Issue in regard to a dangerous and unsightly property, under the 
authority of the FOIP Section 27: Privileged Information, time 4:21 p.m. 
 

Carried. 
 

266-20: Orichowski 
 

That Smoky Lake County go out of Executive Session, time 4:44 p.m. 
 

Carried. 
 

 ADJOURNMENT: 
 

267-20: Orichowski 
 

That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting of December 10, 2020, 
be adjourned, time 4:44 p.m.. 
 

     
   ________________________________ 

   REEVE 
  

 S E A L 
  ________________________________ 

 CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 


