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Legislative Reference:   Alberta Provincial Statutes  

Bylaw 1102-02: Land Use Bylaw  
 
Purpose: To outline the procedures and requirements for Applying for a Residential, 

Commercial and Industrial Application for Development Permit. 
 
Policy Statement and Guidelines: 
 
1.      STATEMENT 

1.1    Development Permits are an important part of the Planning & Development process as 
they allow County administration to review a proposal and provide a response to the 
applicant on the proper course of action that should be taken to allow a development to 
proceed.  

1.2    Development Permits are issued by Smoky Lake County, and are required PRIOR to 
commencing new construction, altering or adding onto an existing structure, and when 
moving a new manufactured home (e.g. mobile home) onto a site.  

 
2 DEFINITIONS 
 

2.1 “Act” means the Municipal Government Act. 

2.2  “Development” means: 

• an excavation or stockpile and the creation of either of them, or 
• a building or and addition to or replacement or repair of a building and the 

construction or placing of any of them in, on or under land, or 
• a change in use of land or a building or an act done in relation to land or a building 

that results in or is likely to result in a change in the use of the land or building, or 
• a change in the intensity of use of land or a building or an act done in relation to land 

or a building that results in a change in the use of the land or building. 
 

2.3 “Development Authority” means the persons established by the County’s Development 
Authority Bylaw and appointed by Council.  

2.4 “Development Officer” means the person established by the County’s Development 
Authority Bylaw and appointed by Council. 

2.5 “Municipal Planning Commission” means the Municipal Planning Commission 
established by the County’s Municipal Planning Commission Bylaw and appointed by 
Council. 
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2.6 “Subdivision and Development Appeal Board” means the Subdivision and 
Development Appeal Board established by the County’s Subdivision and Development 
Appeal Board Bylaw and appointed by Council. 

 
3.      REQUIREMENTS 

3.1   Development Permits are required when (examples):  

• Building a new structure;  

• Adding onto a new structure; 

• Building an accessory building (including sheds and garages);  

• Excavation of land (including dugouts); 

• Sewage disposal systems (including fields, holdings tanks); and 

• Change in use of the land. 

3.2   Development Permits are NOT required for:  

• Routine maintenance, renovation and works of improvement that do not include 
structural alterations or additions.  

• Construction or repair of fences, gates, walls or other means of enclosure less than 
1.0 m (3.3 ft) in height in front yards and less than 1.87 m (6 ft) in side and rear 
yards.  

• A temporary building, the sole purpose of which is incidental to the erection or 
alteration of a building, for which a permit has been issued.  NOTE that a setback 
requirement of 3 ft from the side and rear property lines is required for all accessory 
buildings whether a permit is required or not. 

 
4.      PROCEDURES 

 

4.1 Application Forms are available from the County Office and from the County website. 

4.2 A Development Permit Application must be completed and submitted to the County 
Office, accompanied with a fee as set out in the Application for Development Permit: 
(Schedule A). 
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4.3 All applications must be in compliance to provincial regulations and in accordance to 
  the Districts defined in Bylaw 1102-02:  Land Use Bylaw. 

4.4 Upon review and evaluation of the Application: 

       4.4.1 Permitted Uses 

• The Development Officer will either Approve or Refuse the Application. 

• Advise the Applicant of the decision, in writing, Notice of Decision: (Schedule 
B). 

4.4.2 Discretionary Uses 

• The Development Officer will prepare a Report to present to the Municipal 
Planning Commission for a decision. 

              4.4.3   Upon Approval of the Application, the Application will be deemed  
   Conditionally Approved and will be advertised in the local newspaper,  
   notifying the public of the chance to appeal the decision of the Development 
   Authority. 

 
5.      APPEALS 
 

5.1 An appeal may be made where the Development Authority 

• Issues a Permit subject to conditions, or 

• Refuses or fails to issue a Permit within forty (40) days of receipt of the Application. 

5.2 The appeal period is 14 (fourteen) days after the Decision of the Development Authority. 

5.3 An appeal shall be made by serving a written Notice of Appeal with reasons and with the 
Development Appeal Fee of $50.00 (fifty dollars), to the Secretary of the Subdivision 
and Development Appeal Board. 

5.4 A decision made by the Subdivision and Development Appeal Board is final and binding 
on all parties and persons subject only to an appeal upon a question of jurisdiction or law 
pursuant to the Act.   

 
6.      ENFORCEMENT 
 

6.1    Where a Development Authority finds that a development or use of land or buildings is 
not in accordance with a Development Permit, the Development Authority made exercise 
the right to order compliance as outlined in Section 5 in the Land Use Bylaw. 

 

 Date Resolution Number 
Approved  September 20, 2007 # 618-07           -       Page # 8484 
Amended     
Amended    
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