
Page 1 of 2 
 

SMOKY LAKE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING 
AGENDA 

Wednesday, August 23, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. 
Virtual - Meeting ID: 354399070 

https://video.businessconnect.telus.com/join/354399070  

And with Council physically present in the County Council Chambers, Smoky Lake. 
 

1) Call to Order 

2) Adoption of Agenda 

3) Adoption of Minutes 
1) Special County Council combined with Town of Smoky Lake Council Meeting – July 20, 2023 
2) County Council Meeting – August 3, 2023 

 

4) Delegation 
1) Autumn Jordan – Nature Canada @ 9:00 a.m. 
2) Sgt. Anita Doktor – Smoky Lake RCMP @ 9:30 a.m. 
3) Juanita Marois – Metis Crossing @ 10:00 a.m. 

 

5) Public Hearing (Council Meeting Recessed and undertaken on a Separate Agenda) - N/A 
 
 PUBLIC QUESTION AND ANSWER PERIOD - announced between 11:30 a.m. & 12:00 p.m. 
 

6) Municipal Planning Commission (Council Meeting Recessed and undertaken on a Separate Agenda) - N/A 
 

7) Business – Requests for Decisions 
1) Bylaw 1450-23: Physicians and Health Care Professionals Committee and Policy No. 05-05-

03: Recruitment and Attraction for Physicians and Healthcare Workers Committee: Terms of 
Reference 

2) Bordering on Disaster Conference 
3) ANI – Smoky Lake Community Daycare Cooperative 
4) Alberta Community Partnership (ACP) Grant Application 

5) County-Owned Lands Public Land Sale Tender 

6) Policy 61-08-01: Regional Engineering and Design Standards (REDS) 

7) Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) – Draft Fall 2023 Fall Advocacy Resolutions 

 

 

8) CAO Report  
 

9) Council Committee Reports 
1) Division One 
2) Division Two 
3) Division Three   
4) Division Four - Reeve 
5) Division Five 

 
 

https://video.businessconnect.telus.com/join/354399070
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10) Correspondence  
1) Letters – Paul McLauchlin, RMA - Camrose casino relocation decision and equitability of 

charitable gaming model 
2) Letter – Bart Guyon, Brazeau County – Opposition to Canadian Heritage Rivers System 

Designation for North Saskatchewan River 
3) Acknowledge 1st Prize Win – Waskatenau Fair 
4) Smoky Lake RCMP Community BBQ – September 7, 2023 
5) Email – Municipal Services Division – Engagement Team – Meeting Opportunity for 2023 Fall 

RMA Convention 
6) Letter – Scott Cyr, MLA Bonnyville-Cold Lake-St. Paul, Glenn van Dijken, MLA Athabasca-

Barrhead/Westlock, Honourable Dale Nally, MLA Morinville-St. Albert– Highway 28 Concerns 
and Planning Process 

7) Letter – Honourable Rajan Sawhney, Alberta Advanced Education – Grant Approval for 
Community Adult Learning Program 
 

11) Information Release - N/A 
 

12) Financial Reports 
1) Budget to Actual 
2) Financial Statement 
3) Cheque Register  

 
13) Next Meeting 

1) Schedule a CAO Recruitment Committee Meeting 
2) Schedule a Government Liaison Committee Meeting 

 

14) In Camera 
1) Personnel Issue: Public Works Staff, under FOIP Act Section 17: third party personal privacy. 

 
15) Adjournment 
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 SMOKY LAKE COUNTY 
 

Minutes of the Special County Council Meeting, combined with the 
Town of Smoky Lake’s Special Council Meeting, held Thursday, 
July 20, 2023, at 5:03 P.M. in Smoky Lake County Council Chambers. 

The meeting was called to order by the Reeve, Mr. Lorne Halisky, and 
Mayor Amy Cherniwchan, in the presence of the following persons: 

   ATTENDANCE 
 Title Name Thurs., July 20, 2023 

County Division 1 / Deputy Reeve Dan Gawalko Present in Chambers 
County Division 2 Linda Fenerty Present in Chambers 
County Division 3 Dominique Cere Present in Chambers 

County Division 4 / Reeve Lorne Halisky Present in Chambers 
County Division 5 Jered Serben Present in Chambers 

County Interim CAO Lydia Cielin Present in Chambers 
County Finance Manager Brenda Adamson Present in Chambers 

County Executive Services /R.S. Patti Priest Present in Chambers 
Town Mayor Amy Cherniwchan Present in Virtually 

Town Deputy Mayor Mel Morton Present in Chambers 
Town Councillor Evelynne Kobes Present in Chambers 
Town Councillor Marianne Prockiw-Zurusky Present in Chambers 
Town Councillor  Terry Makowichuk Present in Virtually @ 5:10 p.m. 

Town CAO Dawn Philips Present in Chambers 
Town Assistant CAO Crystal Letwin Present in Chambers 

MLA Athabasca-Barrhead-Westlock Glenn van Dijken Present in Chambers 
Aspen View Public Schools Board Chair Candice Nikipelo Present in Virtually 

Aspen View Public Schools Trustee Elohne Chizawsky Present in Virtually 
Aspen View Superintendent Neil O’Shea Present in Virtually 

Member of the Public Hank Holowaychuk Present in Chambers 
   

**************************************************************************** 
 

WAIVER NOTICE 
 County Councillors signed a “Waiver Notice” as displayed below: 

 

 

  
 

SMOKY LAKE COUNTY  
 

WAIVER NOTICE of a Special Meeting of the County Council  
of the Smoky Lake County called under authority of  

Section 194 of the Municipal Government Act  
 
******************************************************************************  
We, the undersigned members of the County Council of Smoky Lake County, hereby Waive Notice 
of a Special Meeting of the County Council to be held in County Council Chambers, 4612 
McDougall Drive, Smoky Lake, Alberta, and/or virtually through Telus Business Connect Video 
Meeting: 

https://video.businessconnect.telus.com/join/170329746  
Meeting ID: 170329746  

on Thursday, July 20, 2023, commencing at 5:00 P.M., to be combined with the Town of Smoky 
Lake’s Special Council Meeting, for the purpose of discussing and/or acting on an: 

1. Executive Session / In Camera Legal Issue, under the authority of the FOIP Act, Section 
24 Advice from Officials and Section 27 Privileged Information:   

In respect to the request to delay or halt the demolition of the Original H. A. Kostash 
(HAK) School, located at 5019 50 Street, Smoky Lake, in reference to the “Save Our 
School (SOS) HAK” Campaign’s goal of repurposing the Old HAK School building for 
commercial and community use, initiated by Brian and Leesa Jones, Town of Smoky Lake 
Business Owners, in April 2023.  

******************************************************************************  

3.1
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 Agenda: 
 

SLC759-23: Cere 
TSL: Morton 

That the Smoky Lake County Special Council Meeting Agenda as 
listed on the “Waiver Notice” for Thursday, July 20, 2023, combined 
with the Town of Smoky Lake’s Special Council Meeting Agenda 
of same, be adopted as presented. 

 Carried Unanimously. 
 
 

 Executive Session / In-Camera: 
 

Legal Issue: Request to Delay or Halt the Demolition of the Old H. A. Kostash School 
SLC760-23: Fenerty 
TSL: Kobes 

That Smoky Lake County Council and the Town of Smoky Lake 
Council go into Executive Session / In Camera, to discuss a Legal 
Issue, under the authority of the FOIP Act, Section 24 Advice from 
Officials and Section 27 Privileged Information, in respect to the Old 
H. A. Kostash (HAK) School, located at 5019 50 Street, Smoky Lake, 
in the presence of all those listed in attendance excepting thereout any 
public, time 5:04 p.m. 

Carried.  
 

SLC761-23: Serben 
TSL: Prockiw-
Zarusky 

That Smoky Lake County Council and Town of Smoky Lake Council 
go out of Executive Session / In Camera, time 6:57 p.m.. 

Carried.  
 
 

 Request For Decision: 
 

Old H. A. Kostash School 
SLC762-23: Cere 
TSL: Kobes 

That Smoky Lake County Council and Town of Smoky Lake 
Council: 
  Acknowledge the information received under the authority of 
the FOIP Act Section 24 Advice from Officials and Section 27 
Privileged Information, from Mr. Glenn van Dijken, MLA, Athabasca-
Barrhead-Westlock Constituency, and Mr. Neil O’Shea, 
Superintendent of Aspen View Public Schools, on July 20, 2023, in 
respect to the Old H. A. Kostash (HAK) School, located at 5019 50 
Street, Smoky Lake; and 
  Acknowledge the estimated cost to cancel the project awarded 
by Alberta Infrastructure to demolish the Old HAK School is 30% of 
the total contract (or estimated to be in the amount of $150,000.00) and 
the cost to delay the contract is estimated to be in the amount of 
$75,000.00 per month; and 
  Acknowledge the Old HAK School property would not be sold 
or transferred for any amount less than fair market value in addition to 
the necessary asbestos abatement estimated to be in the amount of 
$425,000.00; and 
  Acknowledge the Town of Smoky Lake’s decision to not retain 
the portion of the Old HAK School building referred to as the “small 
gym”, due to the estimated cost in the amount of $150,000.00 to 
construct a wall, install utilities, heating system, and roof repairs 
(excluding any internal renovations), and the lack of community 
interest when brought forward to the community in January 2023, and 
  Acknowledge all avenues have been exhausted in respect to 
municipally supporting the “Save Our School (SOS) HAK” 
Campaign’s goal of repurposing the Old HAK School building for 
commercial and community use, initiated by Brian and Leesa Jones, 
Town of Smoky Lake Business Owners, in April 2023; and 
  Acknowledge the Aspen View Public School Board confirmed 
their May 4, 2023, decision to proceed with the demolition of the entire 
Old HAK School, scheduled to commence on August 1, 2023; and 
  Acknowledge Aspen View Public School intends to develop 
the Old HAK School lands for student and public recreational sports-
field use, and now, 
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  Therefore, no further municipal time or resources will be 
expended to support or entertain efforts in saving the Old HAK School 
building or any portion thereof, for commercial and/or community use. 

 
Carried.  

 
 Adjournment: 

 
SLC763-23: Gawalko 
TSL: Morton 

That the Smoky Lake County Special Council Meeting of Thursday, 
July 20, 2023, combined with the Town of Smoky Lake’s Special 
Council Meeting, be adjourned, time 7:04 p.m. 
  Carried. 
 
 
 

                                 _________________________________ 
                                      REEVE 

                                                                                                             S E A L 
 _________________________________ 

                    CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 
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 SMOKY LAKE COUNTY 
 

Minutes of the County Council Meeting held on Thursday, August 3, 
2023, at 9:04 A.M. held both virtually online and physically in Council 
Chambers. 

The meeting was called to order by the Reeve, Mr. Lorne Halisky, in 
the presence of the following persons: 

   ATTENDANCE 
 Div. No. Councillor(s) Thursday, Aug. 3, 2023 
 1 Dan Gawalko Present in Chambers 
 2 Linda Fenerty Present in Chambers 
 3 Dominique Cere Present in Chambers 
 4 Lorne Halisky Present in Chambers 
 5 Jered Serben Present in Chambers 
 CAO Vacant N/A 
 Interim CAO Lydia Cielin Present in Chambers 
 Finance Manager Brenda Adamson Present in Chambers 
 Executive Svcs/R.S. Patti Priest Present in Chambers 
 Plan/Dev Manager Jordan Ruegg Virtually Present 
 Planning Technician Kyle Schole Virtually Present 
 ********************************************************* 
 Observers in Attendance Upon Call to Order: 
 Communications Officer Evonne Zukiwski Virtually Present 
 Fire Chief Scott Franchuk Virtually Present 
 Municipal Clerk Jenna Preston Virtually Present 
 Natural Gas Manager Daniel Moric Virtually Present 
 Public Works Manager Christopher Minailo Present in Chambers 
 Peace Officer Tate Murphy Virtually Present 
 Public 1 Member Virtually Present 
 Media N/A Absent 
    

 2. Agenda: 
 

764-23: Fenerty That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting Agenda for Thursday, 
August 3, 2023, be adopted, as amended: 
 

Additions to the Agenda: 
1. Town of Smoky Lake – Request for Joint Funding. 
2. Smoky Lake Public Library – Request for Funding. 
3. Grand Opening of New H. A. Kostash School. 
4. Lakeland Industry & Community Association (LICA) – 

Request for Letter of Support.  
5. Pursuing Housing Initiatives Jointly. 
6. Executive Session - Personnel Issue. 

Carried Unanimously. 
 
 

 3.  Minutes: 
 

Minutes of June 19, 2023 – County Committee of the Whole Meeting 
765-23: Gawalko That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Committee of 

the Whole Meeting held on Thursday, June 19, 2023, be adopted as 
presented. 

Carried. 
 

Minutes of June 29, 2023 – County Council Meeting 
766-23: Fenerty That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting held on 

Thursday, June 29, 2023, be adopted as presented. 
Carried. 

 
 

3.2
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 5. Municipal Planning Commission: 
 
 Nil. 

 
 6. Public Hearing: 

 
 Nil. 

 
 7. Request for Decision: 

 
Property Tax Agreement - Roll Number 28170123 
767-23: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council execute a Tax Agreement for 

Property Tax Roll Number 28170123, legally described as Plan 2206CL, 
Block 1, Lots 21 to 26 inclusive with a total monthly payment in the 
amount of $211.00 per month effective September 1, 2023, for thirty-six 
(36) consecutive months, as per Policy Statement No. 12-01-01: Tax 
Agreement.  

Carried. 
 

Property Tax Agreement - Roll Number 12591540 
768-23: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council execute a Tax Agreement for 

Property Tax Roll Number 12591540, legally described NE 15-59-12-
W4 with a total monthly payment in the amount of $421 per month 
effective September 15, 2023, for thirty-six (36) consecutive months, as 
per Policy Statement No. 12-01-01: Tax Agreement 

Carried. 
 

Bridge #BF08200 - SE 2-59-13-W4M on Township Road 590 East of Range Road 132 
769-23: Serben That Smoky Lake County acknowledge the bridge identified as 

BF08200, near the lands legally describes as SE 2-59-13-W4M on 
Township Road 590, East of Range Road 132 was closed on June 26, 
2023, due to structural failure; and acknowledge receipt of the 
information provided in an email from Jen Plamondon, P.Eng., Project 
Manager, Associated Engineering Alberta Ltd., dated July 19, 2023, in 
respect to the estimated cost in the amount of $100,000 plus 15% 
contingency, to complete repairs required to re-open the said bridge; and 
submit a written request to the Honourable Deven Dreesen and Chief of 
Staff for emergent funding to complete the necessary repairs to bring the 
said bridge back in service. 

Carried. 
 

Paving Tender – Project #P2314 one mile of Twp Rd 612 between Hwy 855 & Rge Rd 174 
770-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council agree to not proceed to tender Project 

#P2314, described as paving one mile of Township Road 612 between 
Highway 855 and Range Road 174 thereby removing the said project 
from the 5-Year Road Plan and proceed to continue regular maintenance 
as well as re-directing heavy oilfield traffic when appropriate. 
 

Carried. 
 

 Chris Minailo, Public Works Managers, left Council Chambers, time 
9:45 a.m. 
 

Ukrainian Orthodox Society of Spedden – Donation Request 
771-23: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County approve to donate funds in the amount of 

$2,000.00, funded from the Grants to Individuals and Organizations 
budget, to the Ukrainian Orthodox Society of Spedden, in response to 
the request received from Gordon Gordey, Treasurer, Ukrainian 
Orthodox Society of Spedden, dated May 31, 2023, requesting funding 
towards their operating shortfall.   

Carried. 
 



County Council Meeting          15716 
August 3, 2023 

 

 
Request for Donation – Kinette Club of Smoky Lake 
772-23: Serben That Smoky Lake County provide County promotional items as per 

Policy Statement No. 01-37-02: Promotional Items, to the Kinette Club 
of Smoky Lake’s 10-Year Anniversary event scheduled for November 
18, 2023, and their 12-Days of Christmas Raffles, scheduled for 
December 13-24, 2023; and recommend they reapproach the County 
after the new Sports Park funding requirement is determined; in 
response to the letter request for donations received from the Kinette 
Club of Smoky Lake, dated June 26, 2023. 

Carried. 
 
 

Request for Donation – Smoky Lake Golf Club’s Junior Golf Program 
773-23: Cere That Smoky Lake County donate funds in the amount of $300.00, 

funded from the Grants to Individuals and Organizations budget, to the 
Smoky Lake Golf Club, in support of the Year-2023 Junior Golf 
Program, in response to the letter request received from the Clubhouse 
Manager: Craig Lukinuk, received on July 25, 2023. 
 

Carried. 
 
 

Policy Statement No. 02-37-01: Peace Officer Patrol Vehicle 
774-23: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 02-37-01: Peace Officer 

Patrol Vehicle, be adopt: 
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Carried. 
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Policy Statement No. 02-36-02:  Peace Officer Uniform and Equipment    
775-23: Cere That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 02-36-02: Peace Officer 

Uniform and Equipment, be amended: 
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Carried. 
 

RMA Rural Economic Development Microgrant Program 
776-23: Serben That Smoky Lake County apply to the Rural Municipalities of Alberta 

(RMA) Rural Economic Development Microgrant Program, for a 
potential maximum funding in the amount of $10,000.00, under the 
“Innovation in Rural Investment Attraction” stream, for the purposes of 
developing an Investment Attraction Strategy for the Smoky Lake 
Region. 

Carried. 
 

Assumption of Responsibilities for Municipal Streetlights - Entrance Village of Waskatenau 
777-23: Serben That Smoky Lake County defer further discussion in respect to payment 

of the electricity charges for the three (3) streetlights located on Range 
Road 193A, between Highway 28 and the entrance to the Village of 
Waskatenau (identified under ATCO Electric Site IDs 0010465047210, 
0010467850617, and 0010467861915), until further research is 
completed to confirm jurisdictional boundaries.  

Carried. 
 

Bylaw No. 1437-23: Amendment to Land Use Bylaw No. 1272-14  
778-23: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 1437-23: Amendment to Land 

Use Bylaw No. 1272-14, for the purpose of amendment for Hamlet 
Chickens, be given THIRD AND FINAL READING, and that the 
Reeve and the Interim Chief Administrative Officer are hereby 
authorized to fix their signatures to all necessary documents and that the 
corporate seal also be fastened where it is deemed to be necessary. 
 

Carried. 
 

Bylaw No. 1438-23: Animal Control Bylaw 
779-23: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 1438-23: Animal Control Bylaw, 

for the purpose of providing for the keeping and care of animals in 
Smoky Lake County hamlets, as amended, be given THIRD AND 
FINAL READING, and that the Reeve and the Interim Chief 
Administrative Officer are hereby authorized to fix their signatures to 
all necessary documents and that the corporate seal also be fastened 
where it is deemed to be necessary. 

Carried. 
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One Member of the Public, virtually joined the meeting, time 10:32 a.m. 

 
 

Trevor Tychkowsky, Loss Prevention Coordinator, entered Council 
Chambers, time 10:51 a.m. 
 

 8. Interim Chief Administrative Officer’s Report: 
 

Discussion - Disaster Planning  
 Council held a brief discussion with the Interim Chief Administrative 

Officer and the Loss Prevention Coordinator, in respect to Disaster 
Planning and recommended a Regional Emergency Management 
Advisory Committee Meeting be scheduled to address the matter. 
 

 
 

Trevor Tychkowsky, Loss Prevention Coordinator, left Council 
Chambers, time 10:56 a.m. 
 

Schedule Regional Community Development Committee (RCDC) Meeting 
780-23: Gawalko   That Smoky Lake County schedule a Regional Community 

Development Committee (RCDC) Meeting for Thursday, August 31, 
2023, at 1:00 p.m., to be held in County Council Chambers. 

Carried. 
 

     Additions to the Agenda: 
 

Town of Smoky Lake Request to Cost Share Replacement of Library Sidewalk 
781-23: Serben That Smoky Lake County defer the letter received from the Town of 

Smoky Lake, dated July 28, 2023, requesting the County cost share the 
replacement of a 36’ x 4’ 6’’ sidewalk at the Smoky Lake Public Library 
at a cost to the County in the amount of $1,800.00, until further 
investigation is completed to determine all options to rectify flooding of 
the Library’s basement, in response the copied letter from the Smoky 
Lake Public Library to the Town of Smoky Lake, dated November 16, 
2022, in respect to the Library’s basement flood insurance claim 
submitted in August 2022. 

Carried. 
 

Discussion - Pursuing Housing Initiatives Jointly – Councillor Dominique Cere 
 Councillor Cere brought forward the concept of potentially creating an 

ad-hoc Committee for jointly pursing Housing Initiatives within the 
Region which can be established as per the scope of the Intermunicipal 
Collaboration Committee (ICC) and therefore ICC can address the 
matter. 
 

 9. Council Committee Reports: 
 
 Nil. 

 
 10.    Correspondence: 

 
Disposition No. TCL1843 Day Use Area South East End of Bonnie Lake 
782-23: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the Alberta 

Government’s Disposition, under the Public Lands Act, R.S.A. 2000, 
c.P-40, as amended, for a “Tourism and Commercial Recreation Lease” 
identified as No. TCL1843, for the purpose of “Tourism and 
Commercial Development (M/NP)” for the activity of “Day Use Area / 
Shelter” within Smoky Lake County, effective June 21, 2023 to the 
expiry date of June 20, 2083, for the site located within in the lands 
legally described as SE-02-60-13-W4, locally known as the  “County 
Campsite” at the south east end of Bonnie Lake. 

Carried. 
 
 



County Council Meeting          15721 
August 3, 2023 

 

Campground Development Research  
783-23:  Serben That Smoky Lake County research the possibility of developing 

campgrounds within the County at locations such as the site located 
within in the lands legally described as SE-02-60-13-W4, locally known 
as the “County Campsite” at the south east end of Bonnie Lake. 
 

Carried. 
 

Disposition No. TCL711 Campground at Bellis Beach 
784-23: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the Alberta 

Government’s Disposition, under the Public Lands Act, R.S.A. 2000, 
c.P-40, as amended, for a “Tourism and Commercial Recreation Lease” 
identified as No. TCL711, for the purpose of “Tourism and Commercial 
Development (M/NP)” for the activity of “Recreational Campground” 
within Smoky Lake County, effective June 21, 2023 to the expiry date 
of June 20, 2083, for the Campground located within in the lands legally 
described as Sec.15-59-15-W4, commonly known as: Bellis Beach 
Campground. 

Carried. 
 

Alberta Development Officers Week Proclamation 
785-23:  Halisky That Smoky Lake County proclaim September 19, 2023 to September 

22, 2023 as Alberta Development Officers Week: 
 WHEREAS, A Development Officer is a current planning and 
development specialist with knowledge in current legislation, policy and 
bylaws, systems and technical requirements for physical development 
within communities in the Province of Alberta. A Development Officer 
enforces and administers land use regulations and policies on behalf of 
a municipality and is designated to the position of Development 
Authority by the municipality as defined by the Municipal Government 
Act, RSA 2000, Chapter M-26; 
 WHEREAS the Alberta Development Officers Association, 
representing professional Development Officers in Alberta, endorses 
Alberta Development Officers Week to recognize sound development 
and planning practices and the contribution made by Development 
Officers to the quality of development within our communities and 
environment; and, 
 WHEREAS Alberta Development Officers Week helps us to 
publicly recognize the work of our municipal colleagues in planning and 
development for the improvement of Smoky Lake County; and, 
WHEREAS we recognize Development Officers and their commitment 
to public service; and, 
 NOW, THEREFORE, Smoky Lake County does hereby 
proclaim the week of September 19th to September 22nd, 2023, to be 
designated as Alberta Development Officers Week. 

Carried. 
 

Bar-V-Nook Lodge 60th Anniversary 
786-23:  Serben That Smoky Lake County Council who can attend – attend and bring 

greetings to the Bar-V-Nook Lodge’s 60th Anniversary celebration 
scheduled for Tuesday, August 8, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. at the lodge, 4524 
52 Avenue, Smoky Lake.  

Carried. 
 

North Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance (NSWA) - Riparian Policy Workshop 
787-23: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Council who can attend – attend the North 

Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance (NSWA)’s Riparian Policy 
Workshop #2 (East location), scheduled for August 17, 2023, at the 
Vegreville Senior Sunshine Club 4630 49 St Vegreville, Alberta. 
 

Carried. 
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Municipal Sustainability Initiative (MSI) & Canada Community-Building Fund (CCBF) 
788-23:  Cere That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the letter from the 

Minister of Municipal Affairs: Ric McIver, dated July 7, 2023, 
confirming the Municipal Sustainability Initiative (MSI) Capital and 
Operating programs, and the Canada Community-Building Fund 
(CCBF) program funding allocations for Smoky Lake County as follows 
for Year-2023 to be: 

• MSI Capital allocation in the amount of $640,324, 
• MSI Operating allocation in the amount of $215,604, (double the 

2022 allocation), 
• CCBF allocation in the amount of $154,063. 

Carried. 
 

Additional Supports Required for Agricultural Producers in Special Areas 2, 3 and 4 
789-23: Cere That Smoky Lake County provide a letter of support to the Minister of 

Agriculture and Irrigation, for working with the Agriculture Financial 
Services Corporation (AFSC) to ensure producers can utilize insured 
crops, including hay, to alternate uses on a timely basis; in response to 
the copied letters of same from Alberta Municipal Affairs’ Special Area 
Board, dated July 5, 2023, and from County of Stettler No. 6, dated July 
20, 2023. 

Carried. 
 

N.E. Muni-Corr Ltd. Annual Golf Tournament 
790-23: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Council take no action to participate in the 

N.E. Muni-Corr Ltd. Annual Golf Tournament, scheduled for Monday, 
August 14, 2023, at the St. Paul Golf Course; and acknowledge the 
appointed member: Councillor Fenerty, will be attending the meeting 
portion of the event. 

Carried. 
 

Economic Developers Alberta – Ministry Dinner October 18, 2023 
791-23:  Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Council take no action to attend the 2023 

Annual Economic Developers Alberta (EDA) Ministry Dinner, 
scheduled for Wednesday, October 18, 2023, in Edmonton, Alberta. 
  

Carried. 
 

Alberta Rural Connectivity Forum – November 6-7, 2023 
792-23:  Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Council take no action to attend the Alberta 

Rural Connectivity Coalition’s Aberta Rural Connectivity Forum 2023, 
scheduled for November 6-7, 2023 in Banff, Alberta.    

Carried. 
 

RMA District 5 Event / Meeting 
793-23:  Gawalko That Smoky Lake County’s Reeve attend the Rural Municipalities of 

Alberta (RMA) District 5 Event / Meeting scheduled for August 24-25, 
2023 at Shell Place, 1 C. A. Knight Way, Fort McMurray, Alberta. 

 
Carried. 

 
 

     Additions to the Agenda: 
 

Grand Opening of the New H. A. Kostash School 
794-23: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council who can attend – attend the Grand 

Opening the new H. A. Kostash School, 4803 54th Avenue, Smoky Lake, 
scheduled for Wednesday, September 13, 2023, at 10:30 a.m.. 

 
Carried. 
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Lakeland Industry and Community Association (LICA) – Letter of Support Request 
795-23: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County submit a letter of support to Lakeland Industry 

and Community Association (LICA), for the purpose of accompanying 
their application to the Aquatic Invasive Species Fund for the Beaver 
River watershed; in response to the email request of same, received by 
the County on August 1, 2023, from LICA’s Environmental 
Coordinator. 

Carried. 
 

11:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
 

  Public Question and Answer Period: 
None. 

 
 

Alberta Premier Danielle Smith’s Meet & Greet Luncheon 
796-23: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Reeve Halisky and Councillor Serben, attend 

the Alberta Premier Danielle Smith’s Meet & Greet Luncheon, 
scheduled for Friday, August 18, 2023, at the Canadian Tractor 
Museum, 9704 96 Ave, Westlock, Alberta. 

Carried. 
 

 11.    Information Releases: 
 
797-23: Cere That the following correspondence released to Smoky Lake County 

Council in accordance with Policy Statement No. 01-28-02: Council - 
Request for Information, for the period of May 25, 2023, to July 21, 
2023, be filed for information: 

 
 

Carried. 
 

 12.   Financial Reports: 
 
 Nil. 

 

Information Release 
Date Released Number/Information Released 

May 25, 2023 R89-23: Evergreen Meeting May 2023 
May 26, 2023 R90-23: UCC-ACP Bulleting May 25 2023 
May 26, 2023 R91-23: RMA Contact Newsletter: May 26 2023 
May 31, 2023 R92-23: NSWA May Newsletter 
June 1, 2023 R93-23: Alberta Provincial Rural Crime Watch Association June 1, 2023 Newsletter 
June 1, 2023 R94-23: LICA – Bonnyville Oil and Gas Show 
June 1, 2023 R95-23: RMA District Update June 2023 
June 2, 2023 R96-23: Contact Information for office of Amarjeet Sohi – June 1, 2023 
June 2, 2023 R97-23: RMA Contact Newsletter: June 2, 2023 
June 6, 2023 R98-23: FCM 2023 Resolutions 
June 7, 2023 R99-23: RMA Quasi Judicial Survey 
June 9, 2023 R100-23: RMA Contact Newsletter: June 9, 2023 
June 13, 2023 R101-23: FCM News – June 12, 2023 
June 13, 2023 R102-23: Metis Crossing Application to Purchase June 12, 2023 
June 12, 2023 R103-23: Industrial Property Assessment Services (Sent by Brenda to Council) 
June 16, 2023 R104-23: NSWA 2022-2023 Annual Report 
June 16, 2023 R105-23: Aspen View News Release June 16, 2023 
June16, 2023 R106-23: RMA Contact Newsletter: June 16, 2023 
June 20, 2023 R107-23: Letter from Ric McIver – June 20, 2023 (Sent by Lorne) 
June 22, 2023 R108-23: FCM Newsletter June 19, 2023 
June 23, 2023 R109-23: Resumption of North Saskatchewan Regional Plan Letter – Town of Vegreville June 23, 

2023 
June 23, 2023 R110-23: RMA Contact Newsletter: June 23, 2023 
June 26, 2023 R111-23: FCM Newsletter June 26 2023 
June 29, 2023 R112-23: NSWA Newsletter June 2023 
June 29, 2023 R113-23: Lac La Biche Golf Tournament Pamphlet 
June 29, 2023 R114-23: National Urban Park Stakeholder Committee Package 
July 4, 2023 R115-23: RMA Contact Newsletter: June 30, 2023 
July 4, 2023 R116-23: Thank You from Pioneer Bible Camp 
July 4, 2023 R117-23: Thank You – Lemonade Day 
July 4, 2023 R118-23: Town of Smoky Lake July Newsletter 
July 6, 2023 R119-23: FCM Newsletter July 5, 2023 
July 6, 2023 R120-23: FCM Newsletter July 4, 2023 
July 6, 2023 R121-23: RMA District Update July 2023 
July 6, 2023 R122-23: Redwater Parade – Entry Information 
July 6, 2023 R123-23: Smoky Lake Regional Heritage Board Minutes of March and October 2022 
July 6, 2023 R124-23: UCC ACP News Bulletin July 6, 2023 
July 7, 2023 R125-23: Training Report – Communications 
July 10, 2023 R126-23: RMA Contact Newsletter: July 7, 2023 
July 12, 2023 R127-23: Invitation to participate in Victoria Trail Ag Society Parade at Waskatenau Fair 
July 12, 2023 R128-23: Evergreen Meeting Information 
July 14, 2023 R129-23: RMA Contact Newsletter: July 14, 2023 
July 17, 2023 R130-23: FCM Newsletter July 17, 2023 
July 18, 2023 R131-23: Canada 365: Welcoming the World. Every Day. - Federal Tourism Growth Strategy 
July 20, 2023 R132-23: Power up North Conference – October 2023 (released by Lorne) 
July 21, 2023 R133-23: Evergreen Meeting Information 
July 21, 2023 R134-23: RMA Contact Newsletter: July 21, 2023 
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  Executive Session: 
 

Legal and Personnel Issues 
798-23: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council go into Executive Session in the 

presence of all Council, Interim Chief Administrative Officer, Finance 
Manager, Fire Chief and Executive Services Clerk, at 11:33 a.m. to 
discuss a: 

1. Legal Issue in respect to Alberta Emergency Management 
Agency – Wildfire Disaster Recovery Program, under the 
authority of the FOIP Act Section 16: Third party business 
interests, from 11:33 a.m. to 11:54 a.m., 

2. Legal Issue in respect to agreements with the Smoky Lake 
Community Daycare Cooperative, under the authority of the 
FOIP Act Section 16: Third party business interests, from 11:54 
a.m. to 12:08 p.m., and 

3. Personnel Issue in respect to the County Fire Chief’s 
Compensation, under the authority of the FOIP Act Section 17: 
Third party personal privacy, from 12:08 p.m. to 12:45 p.m. 
 

Carried. 
 

 
 
 

Scott Franchuk, Fire Chief, left Council Chambers, time 11:54 a.m. 
 
Brenda Adamson, Finance Manager, and Patti Priest, Executive 
Services Clerk, left the meeting, time 12:08 p.m. 
 

799-23: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council go out of Executive Session, time 
12:45 p.m.. 

 Carried. 
 

Alberta Emergency Management Agency - Disaster Recovery Program 
800-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council apply to the Ministry of Public Safety 

and Emergency Services - Alberta Emergency Management Agency 
(AEMA), Recovery Branch - 2023 Wildfires Disaster Recovery 
Program, for maximum allowable funding. 

 Carried. 
 

Fire Chief Salary Range 
801-23: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council establish a salary range of $81,070 

to $124,711, for the position of Fire Chief, as per discussions held under 
the authority of the FOIP Act Section 17: Third Party Personal Privacy, 
in Executive Session on August 3, 2023. 

 Carried. 
 

 13.  Next Meeting(s): 
 

County Council Meetings 
802-23: Cere That Smoky Lake County confirm the following Council Meeting dates 

are scheduled to be:  
Wednesday, August 23, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. (Regular), 
Thursday, September 7, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. (Regular), 
Thursday, September 28, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. (Regular), 
Thursday, October 12, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. (Regular), 
Thursday, October 26, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. (Organizational), and 
Thursday, October 26, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. (Regular), 

and scheduled the following Council Meeting for: 
Thursday, November 23, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. (Regular), 

to be held virtually, through Electronic Communication Technology as 
per Bylaw 1376-20 and/or physically in County Council Chambers. 
 

Carried. 
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County Council Meetings 
803-23: Gawalko That the next Smoky Lake County Council Meeting be scheduled for 

Thursday, December 14, 2023, at 9:00 a.m., to be held virtually, 
through Electronic Communication Technology as per Bylaw 1376-20 
and/or physically in County Council Chambers. 

Carried. 
 

 15.  ADJOURNMENT: 
 

804-23: Serben That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting of August 3, 2023, be 
adjourned, time 12:49 p.m. 

Carried. 
 

     
   ________________________________ 

   REEVE 
  
 S E A L 

  ________________________________ 
 CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 



7.1















7.2



 Request for Decision (RFD) 

This form legislated under Policy Statement No. 01-27: County Council Meetings Request for Decision  Page 1 of 2 
 

Meeting Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023    Agenda Item: #  
Topic: ANI – Smoky Lake Community Daycare Cooperative  

Presented By: Interim CAO  

Recommendation:   

That Smoky Lake County cancel Smoky Lake Community Daycare Cooperative, as an Additional 

Named Insured (ANI) with RMA Insurance Agencies under the County’s Insurance Umbrella, in 

accordance with County Policy Statement No. 14-B.01-02: Insurance Application for Non-Profit 

Community Organizations, as the Daycare Cooperative is no longer a Non-Profit Organization. 

  

Background:  

As a Not-for-Profit Community Organization, the Smoky Lake Community Daycare Cooperative 

became an ANI in September of 2018, and the Town and County originally agreed to fund the 

Daycare’s insurance held under the County’s ANI umbrella at a 50/50 cost share on January 15, 

2020. 

 

On June 29, 2023, County Council passed the following Motion #730-23: That Smoky Lake County 

Council agree to fund 50% of the insurance policy fees for the Smoky Lake Community Daycare 

Cooperative’s Pumpkin Patch Daycare, held under Smoky Lake County’s Additional Named 

Insured umbrella, further to the January 15, 2020, Joint Council Meeting Motion # J143-20: to 

cost share the said fees with the Town of Smoky Lake at a 50/50 split, and agree to continuing 

the said funding until further notice is received from either party. 

 

On August 10, 2023, the Interim CAO notified the Daycare by email, that Smoky Lake County will 

be cancelling their insurance due to the discovery of their Certificate of Incorporation not being 

listed as “Not-for-Profit”, and advised them to look for another Insurance company, also 

mentioning that the Board can approach the County and Town again to request for a funding 

contribution towards the cost of their new insurance fee.  

 

RMA Insurance mandates that in order to provide insurance coverage through the ANI program, 

the applicant must be a non-profit community group or entity that benefits the community as a 

whole, therefore the Daycare no longer qualifies for the ANI program. 

 

Benefits:  

Reduces the risk of the County being challenged legally, due to lack of consistent documentation. 

 

Disadvantages:  

N/A, this is mandated. 

 

Alternatives:  

N/A, this is mandated. 
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 Request for Decision (RFD) 

This form legislated under Policy Statement No. 01-27: County Council Meetings Request for Decision  Page 2 of 2 
 

 

Financial Implications:  

No financial implications  

 

Legislation:  

Policy Statement No. 14-B.01-02: Insurance Application for Non-Profit Community Organizations. 

Intergovernmental:  

N/A 

Strategic Alignment:  

N/A 

Enclosure(s):  

N/A 

 

Signature of the Interim CAO: __________________________  
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Dan Gawalko Councillor Report 

Division One  

- June 5 attended the LARA meeting in Ashmont, Alyssa is back on a 

part time basis, Megan gave the forage and livestock reports, 

St.Paul and Smoky Lake sites have been seeded all seeding 

deadlines have been met plots are doing well and will be starting 

to spray, have 2 summer staff and one contract staff that have 

assisted with seeding, Charlene presented the financials up to 

May 31 2023, the LFA report heifers will be going in on June 7 with 

the dry weather water may be a concern this year, a update on 

current contracts was given, still waiting to hear on the RDAR RST 

grant and the potential KTT grant, the board would like to see a 

one page document outlining plots at each site, we will be 

purchasing a new sprayer from R-Tech industries, we will be 

reviewing our policies at the next meeting and will continue to 

have Collaborative Strategies at the final review, upcoming events, 

June 21 Pasture walk with Judy Greg, July 25 St.Paul field day, July 

27 Fort Kent Field day, next meeting July 17 at 10:00 am. 
- June 28, Evergreen Regional Waste meeting, a motion was made 

to purchase and stockpile TDA for new cell construction, Ashley 

gave the treasurers report, Smoky Lake site inspections were done 

all were clean and looking good, Dave will be meeting with 

Evergreen manager and RMA insurance at the Spedden site in 

August for an insurance inspection, Paul gave the site report, 

Omni McCann water monitoring report came back and every thing 

is fine, the loader is back from the welders, next meeting July 20 

at the Lafond landfill. 
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- June 4 attended the NE ASB chairs and fieldman virtual meeting, 

discussed the new Minister of Agriculture RJ Sigurdson from the 

Highwood riding, asked about any resolutions that need more 

discussion also talked about the RMA micro grant for economic 

development with Alberta Hub for the financial and economic 

impacts of airports in the region, will be having a meeting with the 

bee commission and hoping to engage in a conversation with the 

GOA about spraying roads and ditches along highways. 
- July 17 attended the LARA meeting, ordered a new small plot 

sprayer from Homewood Manitoba it should be  here by mid 

August, discussed staffing overtime, currently working on some 

policy reviews, LFA reported 6” of rain on the pasture, also talked 

about holding another young farmer social as the last one was 

well attended, Alyssa gave the executive director report attended 

some ASB meetings met the ED of LICA and will become a 

member, hired a cropping agrologist and interviewed for the 

environmental position, next meeting August 21 @ 10:00 am in 

Ashmont. 
- July 20, Evergreen regional waste management meeting, Omni 

McCann presented new cell construction to accommodate tractor 

trailers and TDA, Wildrose contract was sent out and signed, fire 

marshal inspected town of St.Paul transfer sites and on August 18 

RMA insurance will be doing an inspection at the  Evergreen site 

and also Ashmont and Spedden, Precision scale went into 

receivership so Accurate scale will now be calibrating our scales, 

discussed safety putting non household waste in our bins and also 

about the danger of lithium batteries being placed in bins and 

then being transferred to trucks and the fire hazard from them, 

Ashley gave the treasurers report, after the meeting we had an 



onsite bbq and anyone in attendance could tour the Evergreen 

facility, next meeting will be on August 23 in St.Paul @ 10:00 am 
- July 27 attended the Vilna Bellis Citizens on Patrol in Bellis, Leanna 

gave the finance report, ticket sales are going good, some 

members of  the club will be working at the pancake breakfast at 

the Randy Russ barrel racing event and some will be doing 

security, they will also be having a fun day at Vilna car show on 

Sunday during Vilna Boom Town days serving burgers and hotdogs 

and a silent auction, also who can attend the ACOPA AGM in 

Lloydminster in September, next meeting September 28 7:00 pm 

in Vilna. 



Councillor’s Report 

April – May 26 – August 15, 2023 

From Councillor Linda Fenerty, Division 2 

 

May 26, 2023 – Northern Lights Library System – NLLS Headquarters – 9:00 a.m. 

2023 AGM & General Board Meeting as presented/amended, all in favor, motion carried. Library Manager's Council 

(LMC) report, presented and accepted. Alberta Library Trustee Association – presented and accepted.  Financial 

Report -  presented, all in favor, carried. Population and Levy Discussion - The town of Vermilion (among others) has 

expressed concern about using the same population figures used by the province to calculate the grant and the NLLS 

levy. They've asked that the Board revisit the population figures discussion and consider using the most up-to-date 

population figures available. Motion made to not change the current NLLS agreement and continue to tie the 

provincial operations grant and the NLLS levy together - motion carried. Provincial Grant Increase - The province 

announced an increase in library funding on March 1st. This change includes a move from the 2016 population to the 

2019 population. Motion made to continue with the approved budget based on the 2016 population numbers and 

charge levies accordingly. Carried  Overage money options -  motions to keep the excess monies from the population 

number change from the 2023 operating grant in the NLLS operating budget. Motion carried. Several policies were 

brought up for review & deletion.  Elections held for Executive and Board positions. 

General Board Meeting -  numbers going up in all libraries.  Many different programs are being implemented by 

libraries, ie. Gardening, pop up libraries.  Money leftover in budget has been sent to each library for use e book 

allotments, software, programs.  Financial report – all monies have been received from municipalities.  Population & 

levy discussion – Darlene motions to not change the current NLLS agreement and continue to tie provincial 

operations grant and the NLLS levy together. 

 

June 12, 2023 – Muni-Corr Mtg. – St. Paul County Office – 10:00 a.m. 

Highlights-Approved for up to $10,000.00 for the TransCanada Trail Infrastructure& Major Repairs, received a grant 

to move outhouses and install a compost toilet at Lindbergh.-Approved for funding through the Trans Canada Trail 

for the 2 Billion Tree Project for 10,000 trees each year from 2024 - 2028. 

Year-end review.-Launched the OuterSpatial app. Alberta’s Lakeland Destination Marketing Organization - Soft 

launched the new Lakeland website. Still working on populating the site with tourism operators They have continued 

work on the four PrairiesCan projects.  Discussion on ongoing projects. 

 

June 14, 2023 – Community Futures Mtg. & AGM – St. Paul– 4:30 p.m. 

Annual General meeting was held with no changes made to executive.  Audit report has been given, 

nothing to report.  After AGM, we continued with the regular Board meeting. Loan portfolio was discussed, 

no changes.  Penny presented General Manager’s report.  Small and medium sized businesses are far from 

recovery partly because of COVID and with labour shortages, increasing interest rates and inflation, it’s 

been a difficult time for CF entrepreneurs.  There has been a decrease in clients this year throughout all CF 

regions.   
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June 28, 2023 – North Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance AGM & Board Org. Mtg. – Snow Valley 

Lodge – 8:00 a.m. 

NSWA is a non-profit, multi-stakeholder organization dedicating to promoting the health and sustainability of 

the North Saskatchewan River and its watershed.  AGM held with all reports presented and accepted.  Two 

presentations given – (1) Wetlands in the Watershed – This presentation outlined the importance of the 

wetlands.  Four of the strategies used to increase awareness are:  (a) collaborate and take action – 

increase engagement, develop target objectives, enhance website, (2) build and mobilize knowledge 

through better GIS inventory & mapping, understanding cultural and social values, and strategize research 

question, (3) optimize planning, policy, and financial programs, and (4) implement wetland monitoring.  The 

second presentation was from Ducks Unlimited (Bart Muusse) – his presentation was on the efforts made to 

work with NSWA and of programs available for re-developing existing wetlands. 

Board Organizational meeting followed at 1:00 with election of Executive. 

 

 

 

Other Meetings 

• June 1, 2023 – County Council Mtg. – Council Chambers – 9:00 a.m. 

• June 8, 2023 – Summit on the Aging Workforce – 8:00 a.m. 

• June 9, 2023 – Farmers & Ranchers’ Appreciation Day – Smoky Lake Complex – 11:00 a.m. 

• June 9, 2023 – 4-H Achievement Day – Waskatenau Arena – 1:30 p.m. 

• June 12, 2023 – Artisans at Work (Econo Musee’) – The Landing, St. Paul – 1:00 p.m. 

• June 12, 2023 – Joint Municipalities Mtg. – Metis Crossing, Smoky Lake – 5:00 p.m. 

• June 13, 2023 – RMA Special Liens Guide Webinar – Council Chambers – 9:00 a.m. 

• June 19, 2023 – COW mtg. – Council Chambers – 10:00 a.m. 

• June 22, 2023 – North Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance Engagement Session – King’s University 

– 8:00 a.m. 

• June 29, 2023 – County Council Mtg. – Council Chambers – 9:00 a.m. 

• July 6, 2023 – HAK School Discussion – Town of Smoky Lake Chambers 

• July 20, 2023 – HAK School Discussion – Executive Session – Council Chambers 

• July 28, 2023 – Vilna Library Board Meeting – Vilna Library 

• August 3, 2023 – County Council Mtg. – Council Chambers – 9:00 a.m. 

 



May 24 to August 16, 2023 

 

May 26/23 Bar V Nook Resident Meeting Re: Emergency Evacuation:  The manager informed residents of 

the right to form a resident group, reminded them of the forms to file complaints, discussed procedures 

in place for emergencies such as evacuations, advised residents to ensure they have a bag ready for such 

an event.  Also mentioned that the resident survey was to be filled in within the next two weeks.  

Question was asked as to whether assigned parking was available and the reply was we don’t as it is too 

difficult to arrange. Manager asked if residents liked the rocking chairs and as there was money left over 

how would they like it spent.   Last question from one of the residents was about diabetic food and 

manager replied that she would check into that.   

May 28-31/23  AB Fire Chiefs Association Conference:  Attended numerous sessions which covered some 

of the following:  the importance of technology and the value of ChatGPT, the importance of locating 

your fire station so that it can access the whole county, technology needs to be available everywhere, 

need to be up to date with NG911 by 2025; along with the need for technology are the problems of 

cyber security, identity theft as well as the expectations of the public as to what is/can/should be 

available and lastly, the importance of collaboration.  The trade show certainly made evident that the 

cost of supplies/equipment/transportation is on the rise and that everyone needs to budget for all of 

that. 

June 01/23 Regular Council Meeting 

June 08/23 Summit on Aging Workforce: This session discussed the need to be able to retain older 

workers as nearly 1/3 of the workforce is over 55.  It is the first time ever that we will have 5 generations 

in the workforce.  Studies show that age in the workplace is an opportunity for growth and not decline.  

Post pandemic opportunities are out there to recruit, motivate and retain older workers. 

June 09/23 Farmers’ Appreciation Day in Smoky Lake as well as the Bellis 4H show in Waskatenau. 

June 12/23 Joint Municipalities Meeting: Numerous speakers were present: Anita Doktor, Smoky Lake 

RCMP Detachment Commander with a policing update, MLA Glen van Dijken who provided an update 

from the Legislature, and Maryanne Jenke, Chris Down and Clayton Didier who presented a power-point 

presentation to the group.   

June 13/23 Joint Health and Safety Meeting 

June 13/23 RMA & Brownlee; MGA Special Lien: This was a presentation provided to Council to explain 

in detail just exactly what The MGA Special Lien is and how to go about using it.  This one hour 

presentation was well done and also provided some information as to where to go to get some more 

information, should one need it. 

June 19/23 Committee of the Whole Planning Meeting  

June 22/23 Smoky Lake Foundation Meeting   

June 26/23 Alberta Bilingual Municipalities Association: Meeting began with a brief round of 

introductions as well as a review of the agenda.  Some concern expressed over when budgets are passed 

and the expectation is that this will be solved in the near future.   A letter of intent has been sent to 
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Heritage Canada to get an application in for funding. The goal of this Association is to meet every 6 

months. 

June 29/23 Regular Council Meeting  

June 30/23 Smoky Lake Foundation Special Meeting   

July 06/23 H. A. Kostash Special Council Meeting 

July 20/23 County Council Special Meeting re: H. A. Kostash: This meeting also included members of the 

Smoky Lake Town Council,  MLA Glenn van Dijken as well as some of the Aspenview School Board 

representatives. 

July 21/23 Smoky Lake Foundation Regular Meeting 

August 03/23 Regular Council Meeting 

August 08/23 Bar V Nook 60th Anniversary Celebration:  The celebration began with Oh Canada as well as 

a blessing.  Greetings were heard from Métis Crossing, Smoky Lake Town Council, Smoky Lake County 

Council as well as the interim CAO.  Each presentation was followed up with a song.  The celebration 

concluded with cake. 

August 09/23 ICC Meeting 

August 10/23 Métis Crossing Soft Launch of Solar Project:  Program began shortly after dinner at about 7 

pm.  Started with a review of how the project came about, reviewed the different phases of the project 

which began with a pre-feasibility study completed in November, 2018. Fast forward 5 years and the 

project is nearing completion.   

August16/2023 Joint Health and Safety Committee Meeting 
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June 1, 2023 – Regular Council Meeting, held in Chambers (All Council in-person) 

• Amended: Policy Statement No. 03-35-13: Snow Clearing, and Policy Statement No. 02-10-02: 
Peace Officer - Operational Records Management System. 

• Gave First Readings to: Bylaw No. 1447-23: Intermunicipal Subdivision and Development Appeal 
Board (ISDAB), Bylaw No. 1437-23: Amendment to Land Use Bylaw No. 1272-14, and Bylaw No. 
1438-23: Animal Control Bylaw. 

• Gave Third & Final Readings to: Bylaw No. 1436-23: Major Alternative Energy Bylaw, Bylaw No. 
1444-23: Municipal Reserve (MR) Designation for Plan 2562BS, Block RLY, Lot 59 (Warspite), and 
Bylaw No. 1448-23: Natural Gas. 

• Proclaimed June 11, 2023, as Canadian Rivers Day, and June 5 to June 11, 2023, as Senior’s Week 

• Awarded the winners of the Agricultural Services Poster Contest. 

• Approved to provide a one-time street sweeping to the Smoky Lake Complex and gravel to the 
Pioneer Bible Camp’s access road as well as 1-hour of grass cutting. 

• Acknowledged the Smoky Lake Tourism Company Partnership. 
 
June 3, 2023 – Town of Smoky Lake Centennial Celebration (Lorne in-person) 

• Attended the celebration, brought greetings, and presented a congratulatory gift. 
 
June 6, 2023 – Meeting with the Alberta RCMP Commanding Officer (Lorne in-person) 

• Discussed RCMP operations, member complement, Rural Crime etc.  
 
June 8, 2023 - Summit on the Aging Workforce, held virtually (Dan, Dominique and Lorne in-person, Linda 
virtually) 

• Listened to a panel of experts, keynote speakers, and business leaders on the future of the aging 
workforce. 

 
June 9, 2023 - Farmers and Ranchers Appreciation Day, held in Smoky Lake (All Council in-person) 

• Attended and brought greetings. 
 
June 12, 2023 – Alberta Iron Horse Trail Artisan at Work (Dan, Dominique and Lorne virtually) 

• Received updates on PrairiesCan Funding to contract EconoMusee Network Society who spent 
eight days in our region meeting with a wide variety of tourism operators etc. to determine if 
there are enough potential sites to develop an Artisan at Work Destination (cluster). They were 
pleasantly surprised with the potential and opportunities in the region.  

 
June 12, 2023 – Joint Municipalities Meeting, held at Métis Crossing (All Council in-person) 

• Received updates from Commander Sgt. Anita Doktor, and Cpl. Roxanne Genereaux, of the Smoky 
Lake RCMP Detachment, MLA Glenn van Dijken, Athabasca-Westlock-Barrhead Constituency, 
Juanita Marois, CEO, Métis Crossing, Lakeland Catholic Separate School Division, Aspen View 
Public School Division, and Travel Lakeland / Alberta’s Iron Horse Trail / Alberta’s Lakeland DMO. 

 
June 13, 2023 – Joint Health & Safety Meeting, held in Chambers (Lorne in-person, Dominique virtually) 

• Reviewed several unresolved business items outstanding since between March 2021 & April 2023. 

• Received an update on the audit finding report / audit action plan and training report. 

• Reviewed six incidents that occurred between April 21, 2023 & May 24, 2023. 
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June 13, 2023 – RMA Special Lien Guide Webinar (Lorne, Dan, Jered and Linda in-person) 

• Discussed Tax Enforcement Options such as seizures, civil claim, tax repayment agreement, 
registration of special lien, appointment of receiver and participation in regulatory process. Also 
to keep sending regular pay your tax notices as normally the squeaky wheel gets the grease.  

 
June 14, 2023 - Highway 28/63 Regional Water Services Commission, held in Chambers (Lorne in-person)  

• Received the Financial Reports & Engineers report. 

• Acknowledge the resignation of Mr. Gene Sobolewski from the position of Commission Manager, 
May 23, 2023, and recommended the Smoky Lake County name Brenda Adamson as the Interim 
Commission Manager. 

 
June 15, 2023 – Alberta’s Lakeland DMO Meeting (Lorne virtually) 

• Discussed tourism partnerships with Kalyna Country, PrairiesCan Projects, digital and social 
management & marketing, escape to the Lakeland contest and the master trail plan contract. 

 
June 17, 2023 – Mons Lake Community Association Meeting (Lorne in-person) 

• Discussed County initiatives etc. and represented the County at this meeting. 
 
June 19, 2023 – Council Committee of the Whole, held in Chambers (All Council in-person) 

• Reviewed the Land Use Bylaw / Municipal Development Plan FAQ Update and the Revision 2, 
Adjusted Project Charter: Five Small ‘Big Ideas’, the draft Kisiskaciwanisipi North Saskatchewan 
Heritage River Concept Plan, the Applied Land Use Planning (ALUP) Program presentation material 
from Brownlee LLP, and material from the Community Planning Association of Alberta (CPAA) 
Conference. 
 

June 19, 2023 – Government Liaison Committee Meeting, held in Chambers (all Council in-person) 

• Meet with delegations of three different lobbyist groups Alberta Council LLP, Crestview Strategies 
and Canadian Strategy Group to hear their platforms etc. in determining a lobbyist strategy. 

 
June 19, 2023 – Smoky Lake Chamber of Commerce Meeting, held at Smoky Lake Golf Club (Lorne in-
person) 

• Discussed website launch, street fair on August 23 showcasing the community, Parades in region, 
new billboard sign installed and Christmas party update. 

 
June 20, 2023 – Elevate Wellness Meeting, held in Town of Smoky Lake Chambers (Lorne in-person) 

• Discussed updates on lending library materials, walking trail work, Devonian Park work, bike racks 
throughout the Town etc. 

 
June 21, 2023 – Federation of Alberta Gas Co-ops Ltd. Meeting, held at River Cree Resort Edmonton 
Meeting (Dan & Lorne in-person) 

• Received updates from O&M Committee, Training Committee and Health & Safety Working 
Group. Presenters gave presentations on Workers Compensation Board and Municipal Affairs. 
FedGas Insurance Reciprocal Exchange Meeting discussed audited financial statements with 
everything in good standing, insurance coverages for members etc. 

 
June 22, 2023 – Northeast Alberta Alliance for Growth & Opportunity NAAGO Meeting, held in Vermillion, 
(Lorne & Dan in-person) 

• Discussed developing a NAAGO Terms of Reference and Hwy 28 Lobby update/next steps. 
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• Discussed other lobbying initiatives such as Medical Services/EMS, Local Government Fiscal 
Framework LGFF, Non-Emergency Transportation and Broadband. Determined that the NAAGO 
stick to two lobbying initiatives Highway 28 and Medical Services/EMS. 

 
June 22, 2023 - Northeast Alberta HUB, held in Vermillion, (Lorne, Jered & Dan in-person) 

• Received the Annual Chair’s Message, Financial Reports & Executive Director’s Report. 

• Appointed JMD Group LLP Chartered Professional Accountants as auditors for 2023-2024. 

• Guest Speaker Angus Watt – National Bank Financial gave a presentation on population, age of 
population, population decline and lack of workers etc. 

 
June 24, 2023 – Fifth Annual Alberta Metis Festival, held at Metis Crossing (Lorne in-person) 

• Gave greetings on behalf of the County and represented the County building relationships, 
partnerships etc.  

 
June 29, 2023 - Regular Council Meeting, held in Chambers (All Council in-person) 

• Held a Public Hearing for Bylaw No. 1437-23: Amendment to Land Use Bylaw No. 1272-14 & Bylaw 
No. 1438-23: Animal Control Bylaw. 

• Appointed Producer-At-Large Members to the County’s Agricultural Service Board (ASB). 

• Amended Policy Statement No. 62-19-03: Agricultural Service Board Producer-at-Large: Terms of 
Reference. 

• Gave Second Readings to: Bylaw No. 1437-23: Amendment to Land Use Bylaw No. 1272-14, and 
Bylaw No. 1438-23: Animal Control Bylaw. 

• Gave Third & Final Readings to: Bylaw No. 1402-21: Road Cancellation – part of 51st Avenue – 
Warspite, Bylaw No. 1439-23: Smoky Lake Regional Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework 
(ICF), and Bylaw No. 1447-23: Intermunicipal Subdivision & Development Appeal Board (ISDAB). 

• Appointed ISDAB Members. 

• Rescinded Policy Statement No. 01-07-02: To Sell Portions of Municipal Reserve, established in 
1995 and updated once in 2000, and Policy Statement No. 07-01-01: Designated Recreational 
Trails. 

• Approved $500 to the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village’s Ukrainian Day, $1000 to the Vilna & 
District Agricultural Society’s Boomtown Days, $1000 to the Smoky Lake August 6th Fireworks, 
$2,673.24 to the Stry Ukrainian Catholic Recreation Society, and $2,700 of FCSS funds to Vilna & 
District Municipal Library, and $6,000 of FCSS funds toward the Junior Firefighter Summer Day 
Camp. 

• Re-appointed JMD Group LLP Chartered Professional Accountants as the Auditor for 3 more years. 

• Appointed the Finance Manager, as the Highway 28/63 Regional Water Service Commission 
Interim Manager. 

• Amended Policy Statement No. 03-35-14: Snow Clearing– Public and Private Services. 

• Approved to increase STEP student wages from $15 to $17. 

• Approved the partially unbudgeted expense to purchase a new Loader for $439,000. 

• Reduced the speed limit on Victoria Trail from the Red River Cart to 50km/hr. 

• Proclaimed September 8 to 17, 2023 as Welcoming Week. 
 
June 30, 2023 – RMA Economic Development Session, held virtually (Lorne) 

• Discussed RMA Economic Development Microgrant opportunities and Microgrant Application 
Process. 
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July 10, 2023 – Heritage Board Meeting Virtually (Linda and Lorne) 

• Discussed wetland grant application was denied, heritage education for students, advertising for 
new members, donor board for Ruthenia School, wetland public access of IHT, wetland viewing 
project by Warspite is complete, need to complete fencing by Ruthenia School, looking at other 
heritage designation sites in region, promoting heritage/culture on social media and walking tour 
initiative for Town of Smoky Lake is completed with Vilna considering a walking tour.  

 
July 12, 2023 - Economic Development Performance Virtual Session (Lorne) 

•  Discussed performance metric data/measures using new business numbers, tax revenue and 
development permits issued etc. 

• Resources to obtain metric data include but not limited to the GOA, CRA etc. 
 
July 13, 2023 - Northeast Alberta HUB, held in St. Paul, (Lorne in-person) 

• Reviewed the Alberta HUB (REDA) update & Jobs Economy & Trade - Ministry mandate letter. 

• Discussed: 
o Regional Investment Readiness – reviewed marketing materials, 
o Profile development – Member / Regional 
o Invest Alberta – Alberta CAN Initiative – Phase 2, Site Selection/Developers/Real Estate. 
o Potential Alberta HUB projects – group discussion 
o RMA Micro-grant - Consensus / Potential Projects – Group Discussion 
o Alberta HUB board advocacy - Barriers to rural investment 
o Access to Capital / Financing / funding /Grants 

 
July 13, 2023 – Junior Fire Camp Visit (Lorne in-person) 

• Interacted with the participants and represented County. All seem to be enjoying themselves with 
the hopes that our region can attract new fire department members. 

 
 

July 15, 2023 – Highland Community Hall 90th Anniversary Celebration (Lorne and Jered in-person) 

• Attended the celebration, brought greetings, and presented a congratulatory certificate. 
 
July 17, 2023 – Doctor Retention & Recruitment Committee Meeting, held in Town Chambers (Lorne & 
Dan in-person) 

• Supported a change to the Bylaw include a name change to “Physicians and Healthcare 
Professionals” Committee and grammatical amendments. 

• Organized a planning committee for the Rural High School Health Care event, October 27, 2023. 

• Received information from Anita Fagnan, Rural Community Consultant – Northeast Zone, Rural 
Community Development & Engagement about the Rural Health Professions Action Plan (RhPAP). 

 
July 20, 2023 – Special Council Meeting, held in Chambers (All Council in-person) 

• Discussed the old HAK School in closed session and determined no further municipal time or 
resources will be expended to support or entertain efforts in saving the Old HAK School building 
or any portion thereof, for commercial and/or community use, due to funding constraints. 

 
July 27, 2023 - Highway 28/63 Regional Water Services Commission, held in Chambers (Lorne & Dan in-
person)  

• Acknowledged that the Commission, in due course, intends to make White Fish Lake No. 128 a 
Commission Member. 
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• Received reports from the Manager, Finance Manager, Engineer, & Provincial Representative. 
 
August 2, 2023 – Smoky Lake LARA Summer Field Day (Dan & Lorne in-person) 

• Presentations on Cut the Crop on New Cereal Varieties, Nutrient and Mineral Composition on 
Alberta Pasture Grasses, Silage Sense and Research on the Ranch/Livestock Genetics.  

• Visited the Smoky Lake Test Plot by Warspite. Best plot in years however the event attendance 
was low from local Ag producers. 

 
August 3, 2023 - Regular Council Meeting, held in Chambers (All Council in-person) 

• Agreed to execute two property tax agreements to collect taxes on two properties. 

• Acknowledged the bridge closure on Twp Rd 590, East of Rge Rd 132, due to structural failure. 

• Removed the paving project for 1-mile of Twp Rd 612 between Hwy 855 & Rge Rd 174, from the 
5-year road plan. 

• Approved $2,000 to the Ukrainian Orthodox Society of Spedden, $300 to the Smoky Lake Golf 
Club’s Junior Golf Program, 

• Amended Policy Statement No. 02-37-01: Peace Officer Patrol Vehicle & adopted Policy 
Statement No. 02-36-02: Peace Officer Uniform and Equipment. 

• Gave Third & Final Reading to: Bylaw No. 1437-23: Amendment to Land Use Bylaw No. 1272-14, 
and Bylaw No. 1438-23: Animal Control Bylaw. 

• Proclaimed September 19, 2023 to September 22, 2023 as Alberta Development Officers Week. 
 
August 5, 2023 – Town of Smoky Lake Parade (Lorne, Jered, & Dan) 

• Distributed candy from the parade float. Won 1st prize for the float. 
 
August 6, 2023 – Randy Russ Memorial Barrel Race in Bellis (Lorne) 

• Attended event and represented County. 
 
August 8, 2023 – Bar-V-Nook 60th Anniversary Celebration (Lorne, Dan, Jered and Dominique in-person) 

• Attended the celebration, brought greetings, and presented a congratulatory certificate. 
 
August 9, 2023 - Smoky Lake Region Intermunicipal Collaboration Committee (All Council in-person) 

• Provided direct to Administration to: determine options for the levels of Regional Fire Services 
with a detailed corresponding budget and develop a Terms of Reference for a Regional Fire 
Services Committee. 

• Agreed to draft three individual “Shared Services Agreements” with the County for Community 
Peace Officer and/or Bylaw Enforcement. 

• Agreed to develop an ad-hoc working group to address Housing Opportunities and Initiatives. 

• Recommended to provide the Smoky Lake Regional Heritage Board funding of $19,500/year for 
2024 & 2025, with the County’s portion being $13,500, Town’s $5,000.00, Waskatenau’s $500.00, 
and Vilna’s $ 500. 

 
August 10, 2023 – MNA General Assembly Meet/Greet and Solar Project soft launch at Metis Crossing 
(Lorne, Jered, Dominique and Linda) 

• Represented County building relationships, partnerships etc. 
 
August 12, 2023 – 95th MNA General Assembly AGM Meeting (Lorne & Jered in-person) 

• Attended 95th MNA General Assembly grand entry, brought greetings, and represented County 
building relationships, partnerships etc. 
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August 13, 2023 – Waskatenau Parade (Lorne, Jered, Linda and Dominique) 

• Distributed candy from the parade float. Won 1st prize for the float in the Municipal Category and 
1st place overall.  

 
August 15, 2023 – Elevate Wellness Meeting, held in Town of Smoky Lake Chambers (Lorne in-person) 

• Discussed updates on lending library materials, walking trail work, Devonian Park work, bike racks 
throughout the Town etc. 

• Discussed next steps/what’s next after the Elevate Wellness Project is complete. 
 
August 16, 2023 – Joint Health & Safety Committee Meeting, held virtually (Lorne & Dominique) 

• Reviewed several unresolved business items outstanding since between March 2021 & August 
2023. 

• Received an update on the audit finding report / audit action plan and training report. 

• Reviewed three incidents that occurred between May 25, 2023 and August 14, 2023. One Near 
Miss Property Damage, one First Aid and one Near Miss Injury/Property Damage. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information, please visit the Smoky Lake County Website under Council Meeting Minutes and 
Agendas. www.smokylakecounty.ab.ca 
Yours Truly, Lorne Halisky, Smoky Lake County Reeve, and Councillor Division 4 

http://www.smokylakecounty.ab.ca/


Division 5 Councillor’s Report 
May 29, 2023 – Aug 12, 2023 

Jered Serben 
 

May 29-31  Alberta Fire Chief Tradeshow 

June 1   Regular Council Meeting 

June 3   Town of Smoky Lake 100 Year Celebration (Ukrainian National Hall) 

June 6    Downtown Location Daycare Building Inspection 

June 6  Pumpkin Patch Daycare Meeting 

June 9  Farmer’s Appreciation BBQ 

Jun 12   Alberta’s Ironhorse Trail Destination (in – person, St. Paul) 

June 12  JMM, Smoky Lake hosted @ Metis Crossing 

June 13   RMA Special Lien Guide Webinar 

June 19  Committee of the Whole 

June 19  Smoky Lake Agricultural Society 

June 22  Smoky Lake Foundation Business Plan 

June 22  AGM Alberta Hub @ Vermilion 

June 26  Pumpkin Patch Daycare meeting 

June 27  Signed Building Lease, Pumpkin Patch Daycare (downtown location) 

June 27  VTAS  

June 29  Regular Council Meeting 

June 30  Smoky Lake Foundation Board Meeting 

July 6   Special Council Meeting Delegation Smoky Town Chambers 

July 15   Highland Hall 90th Anniversary 

July 20   County/Town Special Meeting 

July 21   Smoky Lake Foundation Meeting 

August 3  Regular Council Meeting 

August 5  Smoky Lake Parade 

August 8  Bar V Nook 60th Anniversary 

August 8  Pumpkin Patch Daycare Meeting 
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August 9  ICC Meeting (alternate) 

August 10  Metis Crossing Solar Project soft launch (arrived in the evening) 

August 12  Metis Nation of Alberta Assembly AGM (arrived in the evening) 

August 13  Waskatenau Parade 

 

June 6th Pumpkin Patch Daycare 

- Inquiring about internet, land – line, security system and smoke detectors 

- Discussion about draft lease 

- Add subletting clause for CLC Mom’s and Tot’s 

- Inquire with County re insurance after learning the daycare is for profit 

- Inquire whether air conditioning functions as it should 

- Contact building inspection company 

June 26th Pumpkin Patch Daycare 

- Fundraised $338.45 from town wide garage sale 

- Possible tax return 

- 49 children on a waiting list plus 5 priority children, 53 total 

- Move into new school week of July 24th  

- Staff working through professional development 

- Level 3 new hire starts in September 

- 2 staff enrolling in Lakeland College for early development 

- Sponsorship letters for 2 staff enrolling in Lakeland in order to be reimbursed through grant 

- $400 budget for mail box flyers advertising for new hires 

- CLC revenue of $300/month for Mom’s and Tot’s program 

August 8th,  Pumpkin Patch Daycare 

- Delay opening downtown location due to licensing requiring building codes inspection and fire 

inspection 

- Building requires commercial fire alarm system in order to operate at full capacity.  Daycare will 

operate at 70% capacity until quotes arrive for fire alarm system.  Full capacity tbd. 

- Interviews will begin Wednesday, August 15th  

- Chain – link fence at new school to be constructed on August 21st 

- Negotiations with Aspen View regarding further outdoor space, ongoing 

- Tidying up odds and ends at downtown location 

- Aiming to soft launch last week of August 

June 19th, Smoky Lake Ag. Society 

- Discussions about upgrading tech. including surveillance cameras outside upon Tow’s request 

- Pumpkin Fair discussions, organizing 

- Smoky Lake Heritage Days, Parade Float 

- Fundraising ideas for winter 



June 22nd, Smoky Lake Foundation 

Jered and Dominique 

- Approved required business plan 

- Executive session* 

June 30th, Smoky Lake Foundation (special meeting) 

Jered and Dominique 

- Business plan submitted June 27th 

- Budget submitted June 26th  

- Executive session* 

July 21st, Smoky Lake Foundation 

Jered and Dominique 

- Minutes from June 22nd and June 30th tabled to correct errors 

- Friends of Baar V Nook donated a 6 chair patio set 

- Word that FCSS is working on returning the Meals on Wheels program, expected to start mid 

August 

- Bar V Nook 60th Anniversary on August 8th (Chair of the board to prepare speech) 

- June 21st National Aboriginal Day – Vilna.  Residents constructed a Totem Pole 

- Resident’s Council to meet once per month – Vilna 

- Discussion about approaching Lion’s Club, invite a representative to a future meeting re resident 

transportation 

- Bar V Nook Manager returns July 31st 

- Resident’s survey to be reviewed at August meeting 

- National Healthcare week, Health committee delivered coffee and cookies to the lodge and Vilna 

staff 

- Acknowledge receipt from MP Shannon Stubbs re negative carbon tax implications 

- Surveillance warning signage to be ordered and applied to front doors 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

July 24, 2023 

Len Rhodes 

Board Chair, Alberta Gaming, Liquor and Cannabis 

 

Kandice Machado 

Chief Executive Officer, Alberta Gaming, Liquor and Cannabis 

 

Via email to: len.rhodes@aglc.ca, kandice.machado@aglc.ca 

 

Re: Camrose casino relocation decision and equitability of charitable gaming model 

Dear Mr. Rhodes and Ms. Machado, 

The Rural Municipalities of Alberta represents Alberta 63 municipal districts and counties, five specialized 

municipalities and the Special Areas Board. Combined, RMA members provide municipal governance to 

approximately 85% of Alberta’s land mass. RMA members have extensive experience collaborating with local 

non-profit and charitable organizations, and in many cases, rural municipal councillors and staff are active 

volunteers in their communities. For this reason, RMA has long advocated to the Government of Alberta and the 

AGLC for changes to the current charitable gaming model to support a more equitable distribution of revenues 

among charitable organizations in Edmonton/Calgary and everywhere else in the province. 

RMA was extremely disappointed at the recent AGLC appeal panel decision to uphold the original rejection of 

the Camrose casino’s request to relocate to south Edmonton. Firstly, the decision itself appears to be based on 

an inconsistent application of scope in which the appeal panel selectively considers the proposed relocation’s 

impact on organizations indirectly reliant on gaming revenue, while at other points considering only the impacts 

on the private owners of casinos. This is best exemplified through the panel’s inclusion of the impacts of a 

relocation on the funding available to Horse Racing Alberta as a core reason for their appeal decision, while 

dismissing the impacts that the decision will have on over 650 charities in the Camrose/St. Albert gaming region, 

going so far as to cite an AGLC employee’s off-hand comment that no charity “would be left behind” were the 

casino to close as sufficient evidence that this need not be a consideration in the relocation decision. The fact 

that the AGLC weighs the impacts of relocation on the market share of Horse Racing Alberta, which is allowed to 

operate its own gaming facilities for its sole benefit, as more significant than the viability of hundreds of rural 

and small-town voluntary organizations, many of whom rely on casino revenues for core operating funding, is 

reflective of AGLC’s hands-off approach to addressing the unfairness of the current model. 

Given that as per paragraph 46 of the appeal decision, the original AGLC recommendation to reject the 

relocation was based in part on “loss in revenue for Edmonton charities,” RMA is confused as to why the original 

decision and the appeal panel so easily dismissed the impacts of the Camrose casino not relocating (and 

imminently closing) on several hundred rural charities. RMA can appreciate that decision-makers must consider 

impacts on multiple stakeholders, but there is no excuse for the inconsistency with which the AGLC considers 

urban charitable organizations and others with the power to operate their own gaming facilities and dismisses 

the obvious impacts that this decision will have on rural charitable organizations, all of which already face a 

systemic disadvantage under the current model. 

mailto:len.rhodes@aglc.ca
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In reviewing the decision, RMA was especially disappointed in the tone-deafness of the following quote from the 

review panel (paragraph 337): 

The Panel finds that balance among charities is an issue that would need to be addressed by way of 

policy reform and not by way of a casino relocation. Further, the Panel finds that the proposed 

relocation negatively impacts the agriculture sector, HRA and First Nations peoples. 

 

RMA would agree that a broader policy discussion would be the preferred means of addressing balance among 

charitable organizations. However, The AGLC and Government of Alberta have resisted this despite many years 

of advocacy from RMA and other stakeholders. The current model allows private casino owners to make 

operational decisions that have major impacts on Alberta’s charitable sector. If policy reform requests are 

constantly refused, and discussing impacts on charitable organizations is out of scope for specific relocation 

applications, how will change ever occur? 

 

RMA is requesting that AGLC provide answers to the following: 

 

 When and in what form will a policy review of the current charitable gaming model take place to identify the 
inequities in the current system that were acknowledged but deemed out of scope by the review panel? 

 What is the AGLC’s specific plan to ensure that charitable organizations in the Camrose and St. Albert 
regions are not “left behind” if the Camrose casino closes, and when will these be shared with impacted 
organizations? 

 Will the AGLC commit to providing charitable organizations impacted by the Camrose casino’s likely closure 
access to a share of the revenues available to Edmonton-based charities, as opposed to those in the much 
lower-revenue Red Deer, Grande Prairie, and Ft. McMurray gaming regions (all of which border the directly 
impacted regions)? 

 
We will be sharing similar concerns with the Minister of Finance. If nothing else, this decision and the supporting 
rationale highlights the brokenness of the current system and the need for improvements. I have re-attached 
RMA’s 2018 report on this issue, which includes four common-sense recommendations to reduce the 
rural/urban disparity in the model. The report was previously submitted to AGLC in 2018 but was never 
responded to. RMA is currently in the process of updating this report using current data and will share with the 
AGLC when it is complete. I have also included a resolution recently passed by RMA members calling for a review 
of the model, which illustrates the ongoing importance of this issue in rural Alberta. 
 
I look forward to your response. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Paul McLauchlin, President  



 

  

July 24, 2023 

Hon. Nate Horner 

President of Treasury Board and Minister of Finance 

 

Via email to:  tbf.minister@gov.ab.ca 

 

Re: Camrose casino relocation decision and equitability of charitable gaming model 

Dear Minister Horner, 

As you are likely aware, Alberta Gaming, Liquor and Cannabis (AGLC) recently upheld a decision to reject the 

relocation of the Camrose casino to south Edmonton. According to the casino owners, the Camrose location is 

not financially viable and as such the casino will close in the near future. This decision is extremely alarming for 

the over 650 rural and small-town charities assigned to the Camrose and St. Albert casino regions (as they share 

revenues), as AGLC has provided no indication of how the closure of the casino would impact current charitable 

gaming regions or how the impacted organizations will be supported moving forward. 

As you have a strong track record of being a champion for rural issues and are now in charge of the ministry that 

oversees the AGLC, I am confident that you will take action on a review and reform of the charitable gaming 

model to address the current inequities that rural charitable organizations face. While this has always been the 

case, the outcome of the Camrose relocation application places rural charities in an even more precarious 

position through no fault of their own. As importantly, the rationale used by the AGLC to reject the relocation 

application reflects their lack of concern for rural charities that rely on the model and their hands-off approach 

to making any changes or improvements, likely to avoid conflict with larger and more powerful urban charitable 

organizations and related stakeholders. 

As an example of the inconsistent treatment of urban and rural charitable organizations within the relocation 

decision-making process, the AGLC’s original decision to reject the relocation was based in part on “loss in 

revenue for Edmonton charities” (see paragraph 46 of the appeal decision) while at the same time, the AGLC 

seemed completely unconcerned with the impacts of the Camrose closure on rural charities, going so far as to 

cite an AGLC employee’s off-hand comment that no rural charity “would be left behind” were the casino to close 

as sufficient evidence that this need not be a consideration in the relocation decision (paragraph 337). The AGLC 

also has no issue citing the impacts of relocation on Horse Racing Alberta (HRA) (due to the new casino 

potentially cannibalizing market share from the Century Mile facility) as a specific reason to reject the relocation 

(paragraph 339). While horse racing is an important industry in Alberta, it is again concerning that AGLC sees the 

impacts of relocation on HRA as in-scope but impacts on 650 similar charitable and non-profit organizations as 

out of scope, especially considering HRA’s unique access to gaming revenues.  

In justifying their decision to not consider the impacts of the decision on charities in the Camrose region, the 

appeal panel stated the following (paragraph 337): 

The Panel finds that balance among charities is an issue that would need to be addressed by way of 

policy reform and not by way of a casino relocation. Further, the Panel finds that the proposed 

relocation negatively impacts the agriculture sector, HRA and First Nations peoples. 
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RMA was especially disappointed in the tone-deafness of this statement. RMA would agree that a broader policy 

discussion would be the preferred means of addressing balance among charitable organizations. However, the 

AGLC and Government of Alberta have resisted this despite many years of advocacy from RMA and other 

stakeholders. The current model allows private casino owners to make operational decisions that have major 

impacts on Alberta’s charitable sector. If policy reform requests are constantly refused, and discussing impacts 

on charitable organizations is out of scope for specific relocation applications, how will change ever occur? 

 

RMA has sent a separate letter on this issue directly to the AGLC requesting answers to the following: 

 

 When and in what form will a policy review of the current charitable gaming model take place to identify the 
inequities in the current system that were acknowledged but deemed out of scope by the review panel? 

 What is the AGLC’s specific plan to ensure that charitable organizations in the Camrose and St. Albert 
regions are not “left behind” if the Camrose casino closes, and when will these be shared with impacted 
organizations? 

 Will the AGLC commit to providing charitable organizations impacted by the Camrose casino access to a 
share of the revenues available to Edmonton-based charities, as opposed to those in the much lower-
revenue Red Deer, Grande Prairie, and Ft. McMurray gaming regions (all of which border the directly 
impacted regions)? 

 
As mentioned, all of us at RMA appreciate your commitment to supporting rural Alberta throughout your time 
as an MLA and Minister. As the Minister of Finance, we are hopeful that you will take action to address the 
blatant unfairness of the current model and work with RMA and other rural and urban stakeholders to improve 
the model in a way that eliminates or reduces the inequities of how charitable revenues are distributed. 
 
I have attached an active RMA resolution calling for action on this issue, as well as RMA’s 2018 report on the 
same. The report includes four common-sense recommendations to reduce the rural/urban disparity in the 
model. The report was previously submitted to AGLC in 2018 but was never responded to. RMA is currently in 
the process of updating this report using current data and will share with you when it is complete. 
 

Sincerely,  

 

Paul McLauchlin, President   

cc: All MLAs representing ridings outside of the Edmonton and Calgary charitable gaming regions  



Brazeau County 
7401-Twp Rd 494, P.O. Box 77, Drayton Valley, Alberta T7A-1Rl 

PHONE: (780) 542-7777 - FAX: (780) 542-7770 
www.brazeau.ab.ca 

July 25, 2023 

Honourable Steven Guilbeault 
Minister of Environment and Climate 
Change 
Government of Canada 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
KlA 0A6 

Dear Ministers Guilbeault and Schulz, 

Honourable Rebecca Schulz 
Minister of Environment and Protected 
Areas 
Government of Alberta 
204 Legislature Building 
10800-97 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
TSK 2B6 

RECEIVED 

JUL 3 1 2023 

SMOKY LAKE COUNTY 

CANADIAN HERITAGE RIVERS SYSTEM DESIGNATION FOR NORTH SASKATCHEWAN RIVER 

I am writing on behalf of Brazeau County Council to share serious concerns we have with the 
nomination of the North Saskatechewan River into the Canadian Heritage Rivers System (CHRS). 
We ask that you decline to endorse the designation concept plan expected to be presented to 
you in spring 2024. 

When first approached to support the designation in late 2020 and early 2021, our Council 
declined, for the same reasons I will outline below. Our opposition has not diminished, and we 
are in fact more concerned today now that the CHRS process has progressed. 

While we have been told the designation is honorific and non-binding, we are concerned that 
this designation is only the first step in a process to have the federal and provincial governments 
usurp local land use planning and decision-making from municipalities. We undestand the stated 
goal is to increase tourism, business, and recreation, however the Canadian Heritage Rivers 
System 2020-2030 Strategic Plan offers no specific intiatives to further those goals. It does make 
several references to river management, but no definition of what that management entails, or 
who will carry out this management. There are references to management plans by "local river 
managers, other stewardship groups and partner organizations" (page 11 of the Strategic Plan). 
As Brazeau County did not and does not support the designation, our Council wonders if decision
making will be taken from the locally elected municipal council, and put into the hands of 
unelected groups? This is not acceptable to us. 

We also worry about the eventual scope of the CHRS designation. The North Saskatchewan River 
watershed area encompasses a vast portion of central Alberta, from the Rocky Mountains to the 
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Saskatchewan border, and most of Brazeau County. We are concerned that intrusion into land 
use decisions will extend in the future from the river itself to its tributaries. We do not accept 
that local land use decisions will be made by the federal or provincial governments, or unelected 
organizations under authority bestowed by the CHRS designation . 

Brazeau County is not opposed to conservation measures; in fact, we promote them . We are 
home to two first-of-their-kind enviornmentally-friendly waster water treatment facilities that 
use plants to clean water in lagoons, as well as a hub for innovative companies looking to add 
value to the oil and gas industry while reycling oil industry waste and re-using infrastructure. In 
addition, we are proud of of our ALUS Brazeau program, which has enrolled 1,600 acres in the 
program to conserve wetlands and other enviornmentally sensitives areas on private land. 

We urge you to reconsider the designation of the North Saskatchewan River, and allow 
muncipalities and local organizations to manage the river and its watershed unencumbered by 
federal and provincial overreach. 

Thank you for consideration of our letter. Please do not hesitate to call me at 780-542-0999 if 
you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Bart Guyon 
Reeve, Brazeau County 

cc: North Saskatechewan River CHRS partners 
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Smoky Lake 
RCMP

Community BBQ

September 7, 2023
11 a.m.

Smoky Lake RCMP Detachment
5312 44th ave, Smoky Lake

 AB, T0A 3C0

The Smoky Lake RCMP, in partnership with 
the NE Corridor Victim Services Unit, will 

be hosting a community BBQ to celebrate the 
RCMP’s 150th Anniversary. 

Please join us for some free food and the 
chance to meet the officers who keep our 

community safe.

We look forward to seeing you!
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From: MA Engagement Team <ma.engagement@gov.ab.ca>  
Sent: Monday, July 31, 2023 2:58 PM 
To: MA Engagement Team <ma.engagement@gov.ab.ca> 
Subject: Potential Meeting Opportunity (Municipal Affairs Minister) ‐ 2023 Rural Municipalities of Alberta Fall 
Convention 

Dear Chief Administrative Officer: 

We are writing to inform you of a potential opportunity for municipal councils to meet with the 
Honourable Ric McIver, Minister of Municipal Affairs, at the 2023 Rural Municipalities of Alberta 
(RMA) Fall Convention, scheduled to take place at the Edmonton Convention Centre from November 
6-9, 2023.These meetings will be in person at the convention centre.

Should your council wish to meet with Minister McIver during the convention, please submit a 
request by email to ma.engagement@gov.ab.ca no later than September 1, 2023. 

We generally receive more requests than can be reasonably accommodated over the course of the 
convention. To ensure suitable consideration of requests, municipalities should be mindful of the 
following criteria:  

• No more than three policy items or issues directly relevant to the Minister of Municipal
Affairs and the department will be given priority.

• Municipalities located within the Capital Region can be more easily accommodated
throughout the year, so priority will be given to requests from municipalities at a distance
from Edmonton and to municipalities with whom Minister McIver has not yet had an
opportunity to meet.

• Meeting requests received after the deadline will not be considered for the convention.

Meeting times with the Minister are scheduled for approximately 15 minutes per municipality. This will 
allow the Minister the opportunity to engage with as many municipal councils as possible. All 
municipalities submitting meeting requests will be notified at least two weeks prior to the convention 
as to the status of their request.  

Municipal Affairs will make every effort to find alternative opportunities throughout the remainder of 
the year for those municipalities the Minister is unable to accommodate during the convention. 

Engagement Team 
Municipal Services DivisionMu
Municipal Affairs 

Classification: Protected A 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
ALBERTA  

 
 
Honorable Devin Dreeshen  
Minister of Transportation and Economic Corridors 
324 Legislature Building 
10800 97 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5K 2B6 
 
 
July 27, 2023 
 
 
Dear Minister Dreeshen: 
 
We hope this letter finds you in good health and high spirits. First and foremost, we would like 
to extend our heartfelt congratulations to you on your successful re-election and subsequent 
appointment as a cabinet minister. Your unwavering dedication and commitment to public 
service have earned you this remarkable achievement, and we are confident that with your 
assistance, our province will thrive. 
 
Today, we are writing to bring to your attention a matter of utmost importance for the 
residents and businesses of northeastern Alberta—Highway 28. This vital transportation artery 
serves as a lifeline for our communities, connecting us to other parts of the province and 
facilitating economic growth. However, the current state of Highway 28 has become a cause for 
concern, posing safety risks and hindering the region's development potential. 
 
We must commend the outstanding efforts of Whip Shane Getson and Energy Minister Brian 
Jean in their roles before the election. Their relentless advocacy for the development of 
economic corridors in northeast Alberta has not gone unnoticed, and we express our deepest 
gratitude for their unwavering support. It is also with great appreciation that we acknowledge 
your recent announcement on April 24, 2023, regarding the plan to address the issues plaguing 
Highway 28. Your commitment to resolving this long-standing problem has been warmly 
welcomed by our region, and we are grateful to have you as the first minister to make such a 
significant pledge. 
 
As you know, the economic expansion that is occurring in and around the Lakeland region as a 
result of the in-situ oil sands and heavy oil industry has resulted in significantly increased traffic 
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along Highway 28. Intersections along this route are not optimal and lack turning, through, and 
acceleration lanes. Passing lanes are absent. Traffic counts are at twinning levels, and the 
residents have been calling for twinning. 
 
Highway 28 from Bonnyville to Highway 63 also lacks passing lanes. This has become a safety 
issue as Highway 28 acts as the over-dimensional load corridor from Highway 36 to Highway 63. 
The local industry has asked for Highway 28 to be converted to an over-dimensional load 
corridor from Highway 41 to Highway 36 in order to make up for the closure of Highway 41 to 
over-dimensional loads due to geotechnical issues through Kehewin First Nation. 
 
From Highway 63 to Gibbons, Highway 28 is particularly problematic, even though the route is 
counted as being part of the National Highway system. The cracking, the potholes, the lack of 
shoulders and breakdown lanes, and the traffic counts that meet the thresholds for twinning 
the Service Class 1 highway make this section a top priority for Alberta. 
 
While we recognize that the planning announcement marks the initial step towards improving 
Highway 28, we have received numerous inquiries from local municipal leaders, employers, and 
concerned citizens. To address their concerns and provide them with the necessary 
information, we kindly request a formal response detailing the Highway 28 planning process 
and timeline. Additionally, it would be highly beneficial if you could consider engaging with 
municipal stakeholders during the planning phase, affording them the opportunity to voice 
their suggestions and proposed improvements. 
 
Moreover, we kindly request your consideration in making a formal announcement designating 
Highway 28 as an economic corridor within Alberta. This designation would not only emphasize 
the importance of this highway as a critical economic link for our region but also underscore its 
significance in fostering growth and prosperity for our community. 
 
We would like to express our gratitude to the Ministry of Transportation and Economic 
Corridors and all the dedicated staff members who tirelessly work to enhance the province's 
transportation infrastructure. Your hard work and dedication do not go unnoticed, and we look 
forward to working closely with you in addressing the challenges faced by Highway 28. 
 
Finally, we extend our sincerest thanks to all individuals and organizations who have advocated 
and continue to advocate for the improvement of Highway 28. Their support has played a 
crucial role in highlighting the significance of this issue and has contributed to the momentum 
we are experiencing today. 
 
In closing, we kindly request all stakeholder municipalities to demonstrate support of this 
initiative by sending letters of endorsement to the Ministry of Transportation and Economic 
Corridors. These letters should reference this correspondence and support and encourage the 
Ministry regarding Highway 28. 
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Once again, congratulations on your re-election and appointment, Minister Dreeshen. We are 
confident that, under your leadership, our community's needs will be addressed, and our region 
will flourish. We eagerly await your response and the positive developments that lie ahead. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
Scott Cyr, MLA  
Bonnyville-Cold Lake-St. 
Paul 
 

 
Glenn van Dijken, MLA  
Athabasca-Barrhead-
Westlock 
 

 
Honourable Dale Nally, MLA  
Morinville-St. Albert 

 
 
Cc: 
 
Honourable Brian Jean, ECA, KC - Minister 
of Energy and Minerals - MLA for Fort 
McMurry-Lac La Biche 
 
Honourable Jackie Armstrong-Homeniuk, 
ECA - Parliamentary Secretary for 
Settlement Services and Ukrainian Evacuees 
- MLA for Fort Saskatchewan-Vegreville 
 
Mr. Shane Getson - Parliamentary Secretary 
for Economic Corridor Development - MLA 
for Lac Ste. Anne-Parkland 
 
Mr. Garth Roswell, MLA - Vermilion-
Lloydminster-Wainwright 
 
Chairman Chad Cardinal – Kikino Metis 
Settlement 
 
Chairman Stan Delorme – Buffalo Lake 
Metis Settlement 
 
Chairperson Charles Gladue – Fishing Lake 
Metis Settlement 

Chairperson Kathy Lepine – Elizabeth Metis 
Settlement 
 
Chief Curtis Monias – Heart Lake First 
Nation 
 
Chief Gary Lameman – Beaver Lake Cree 
Nation 
 
Chief Gregory Desjarlais – Frog Lake First 
Nation 
 
Chief Kelsey Jacko – Cold Lake First Nation 
 
Chief Stan L. Houle - Whitefish Lake First 
Nation #128 
 
Chief Trevor John - Kehewin Cree Nation 
 
Mayor Amy Cherniwchan - Town of Smoky 
Lake 
 
Mayor Craig Copeland – City of Cold Lake 
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Mayor Dan Deck – Town of Gibbons 
 
Mayor David McRae – Town of Redwater 
 
Mayor Elisa Brosseau – Town of Bonnyville 
 
Mayor Leroy Kunyk – Village of Vilna 
 
Mayor Maureen Miller – Town of St. Paul 
 
Mayor Nicholas Werstiuk – Village of 
Glendon 
 
Mayor Paul Reutov – Lac La Biche County 
 
Mayor Richard Warren - Village of 
Waskatenau 

Reeve Barry Kalinski – Municipal District of 
Bonnyville 
 
Reeve Brian Hall – Athabasca County 
 
Reeve Glen Ockerman – St. Paul County 
 
Reeve Joyce Pierce – Thorhild County 
 
Reeve Lorne Halisky - Smoky Lake County 
 
Mayor Gerald S. Aalbers, Chair – City of 
Lloydminster/Alberta HUB 
 
Executive Director Bob Bezpalko – Alberta 
HUB 
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