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 SMOKY LAKE COUNTY 
 

Minutes of the County Council Meeting held on Thursday, April 10, 
2025, at 9:01 A.M. held both virtually online and physically in Council 
Chambers. 

 
The meeting was called to order by the Deputy Reeve, Dominique Céré, 
in the presence of the following persons: 
 

   ATTENDANCE 
 Div. No. Councillor(s) Thursday, Jan. 9, 2025 
 1 Dan Gawalko Present in Chambers 
 2 Linda Fenerty Present in Chambers 
 3 / Deputy Reeve Dominique Céré Present in Chambers 

 4 Lorne Halisky Present in Chambers 
 5 / Reeve Jered Serben Present in Chambers 
 CAO Kevin Lucas Present in Chambers 
 Finance Manager Brenda Adamson Present in Chambers 
 Executive Srv/RS Chyenne Shaw Present in Chambers 
    
 ********************************************************* 
 Observers in Attendance Upon Call to Order: 

 Comm. Officer Evonne Zukiwski Virtually Present 
 Health & Safety Cor. Jasmine Schaub Virtually Present 
 Fire Srv/Muni Clerk Meaghan Andreychuk Virtually Present 
 Acting Ag Fieldman Kierstin Dubitz Virtually Present 
 Enviro Ops Manager Dave Franchuk Virtually Present 
 Natural Gas Manager Daniel Moric Virtually Present 

 Fire Chief Scott Franchuk Virtually Present  
 Community Peace 

Officer 
Chandler Kerr Virtually Present 

    
 2. Agenda: 

 
396-25:  Halisky That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting Agenda for Thursday, 

April 10, 2025, be adopted, as amended. 
 

• Deletion of Item 7.5 2024 External Certificate of Recognition 
(COR) Results.   

• 7.1.7  NAGO Letter, RE; Power 
• 7.2.1  Local Agriculture Society Donations 
• 7.4.1  Securement of Lagoons 

Carried Unanimously. 
 

 3.  Minutes: 
 

3.1. Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Council Meeting, March 25, 2025 
397-25: Gawalko That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Committee of the Whole 

Council Meeting, held on Tuesday, March 25, 2025, be adopted as 
presented. 

Carried. 
 

3.2. Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting, March 13, 2025 
398-25: Fenerty That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Regular Council Meeting, 

held on Thursday, March 13, 2025, be adopted as amended. 
 

• Motion “391-25: Jered” amended to “391-25: Serben” 
 

Carried. 
 
 

 4.     Delegation(s) 
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4.1  Bellis 4-H Beef Club - Belt Buckle Sponsorship 
 Physically present before Council from 9:20 a.m. to 9:27 a.m. was Reed 

and Austin Cheriwchan from Bellis 4-H Beef Club to provide an update 
on club activities and request for Belt Buckle Sponsorship. 
 

  
4.2. Barbara McCarthy JMD Group LLP, Charted Professional Accountants - Smoky Lake 

County’s Year-2023 Audited Financial Statements 
 Physically present before County Council from 9:31 a.m. to 9:48 a.m. 

was Barb McCarthy, CPA, CA, from JMD Group LLP Chartered 
Professional Accountants, to present the Smoky Lake County 
Consolidated Financial Statement and the Smoky Lake County Gas 
Utility Financial Statement for the Year Ending December 31, 2024, as 
follows: 
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2023 Consolidated Financial Statements and Gas Utility Financial Statements 
399-25: Céré That Smoky Lake County Council approve the audited Smoky Lake 

County Consolidated Financial Statements and the Smoky Lake County 
Gas Utility Financial Statements for the year ended: December 31, 2024, 
as prepared by JMD Group LLP Chartered Professional Accountants; 
and approve to execute the Year-2024 Audit Findings letter affirming 
no significant deficiencies, dated April 10, 2025. 

Carried. 
 

 Barb McCarthy, CPA, CA, from JMD Group LLP Chartered 
Professional Accountants, left Council Chambers, time 9:50 a.m.  
 

 5. Public Hearing: 
 
 Nil. 

 
 6. Municipal Planning Commission (MPC): 
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 Nil. 

 
 7. Request for Decision: 

 
7.1. Bellis 4-H Beef Club – Request for Sponsorship (in relation to 4.1 delegation) 
400 -25: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County provide funds in the amount of $1,400.00 to 

Bellis 4-H Beef Club to sponsor the Year-2024 Bellis 4-H 
Achievement Day trophy belt buckles, which are provided for their 
annual show and sale scheduled Monday, June 9th, 2025 in the Village 
of Waskatenau, in response to the letter received from Reed 
Cherniwchan, President of the Bellis 4-H Beef Club, dated March 24th, 
2025. Requested to report back.   

Carried. 
 

7.2. Lakeland Agricultural Research Association Partnership 
401-25: Gawalko 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
402-25: Fenerty 

The Smoky Lake County provide a municipal contribution in the amount 
of $55,000.00 towards Lakeland Agricultural Research Association 
(LARA) Vear-2025 Operating Budget and enters into an agreement to 
allow Smoky Lake County producers access to LARA's Vear-2025 
environmental and extension program. Additionally bring back an 
alternative plan in September Budget Meetings. 
 

Carried 
 

The Smoky Lake County table the funding change to the Agriculture 
societies to the April 24, Regular Council Meeting. 

Carried 
 

7.3. Agricultural Service Board Firearm Authorization Form 
403-25: Céré That Smoky Lake County's Council approve Schedule “A" Firearms 

Authorization for Trevor Cameron, Animal Control Technician for the 
purpose of problem wildlife and pest control until their firearms 
expiration date of November 25th, 2030. 

Carried 
 

7.4. Smoky Lake County Truck Fill Options 
404-25:  Halisky That Smoky Lake County to direct the Environmental Operations 

Manager to reach out to the original company that drilled the well to 
explore available options. Additionally, conduct research on potential 
grants for upgrading the Smoky Lake truck fill, and direct staff to 
monitor and fill the extra tank whenever feasible. 

Carried. 
 

405-25:  Halisky That Smoky Lake County direct the Environmental Operations Manager 
to explore methods for securing both the Belis and Warspite Lagoon 
sites, draft a policy regarding usage fees, and present the findings at a 
future council meeting. 

Carried 
 

Meeting Recessed  Meeting recessed, time 10:11 a.m.   
 

Meeting Reconvened  The meeting reconvened on a call to order by the Reeve at 10:24 a.m. in 
the physical (or virtual) presence of all Council Members, Chief 
Administrative Officer, Finance Manager, Executive Services Clerk, 
Natural Gas Manager, Health & Safety Coordinator, Assistant Ag. 
Fieldman, Fire Services Clerk, Communications Officer, Fire Chief and 
Community Peace Officer 

  
 

7.6 Community Peace Officer Monthly Reporting 
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406-25: Céré That Smoky Lake County Council approve the new Enforcement 
Services Monthly Report style and approve posting of the Monthly 
Report to the Smoky Lake County Website and social media Pages. 
 

Carried. 
 

7.7 Policy Statement No. 61-10-03 Disposition of County-Owned Lands 
407-25: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 61-10-03 Disposition of 

County-Owned Lands, be amended: 
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Carried. 

 
7.8 Policy Statement No. 08-18- Council Remuneration & Expenses 
408-25: Serben That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 08-18- Council 

Remuneration & Expenses, be amended: 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



County Council Meeting          15938 
April 10, 2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carried. 
 

7.9  Request to Waive Property Tax 
409-25: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council approve to write off penalties for 

roll number 19590340 in the amount of $1,525.54, subject to the 
remaining balance in the amount of $5,932.65 being paid in full by 
May 9,2025, due to clerical error. 

Carried. 
 

7.10 Request for Funding – Smoky Lake Town & Country Golf Course 
410-25: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council Direct Administration to request 

Smoky Lake Town & County Gold Course to come to the April 24th, 
2025 Regular Council meeting as a delegation and provide a 
presentation and financial statements, in response to the letter received 
from Smoky Lake Twon and County Golf Course Board of Directors, 
dated March 26, 2025. 

Carried. 
 
 

7.11 Bylaw No. 1479-25: Bellis Sewer Tax 
411-25: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
412-25: 
 
 
 
 
 
413-25: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
414-25: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moved by Councillor Halisky that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1479-25: Bellis Sewer Tax, being a bylaw to authorize the levying of a 
special tax on properties in the hamlet of bellis to recover bellis sewer 
maintenance costs for 2025, be given FIRST READING. 

 
Carried. 

 
 Moved by Councillor Gawluko that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1479-25: Bellis Sewer Tax, being a bylaw to authorize the levying of a 
special tax on properties in the hamlet of bellis to recover bellis sewer 
maintenance costs for 2025, be given SECOND READING. 

  Carried. 
 
 Moved by Councillor Fenerty that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1479-25: Bellis Sewer Tax, being a bylaw to authorize the levying of a 
special tax on properties in the hamlet of bellis to recover bellis sewer 
maintenance costs for 2025, be given PERMISSION for THIRD AND 
FINAL READING. 
                    Carried Unanimously. 

 
 Moved by Councillor Halisky that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1479-25: Bellis Sewer Tax, being a bylaw to authorize the levying of a 
special tax on properties in the hamlet of bellis to recover bellis sewer 
maintenance costs for 2025, be given THIRD and FINAL READING 
and the Reeve and Chief Administrative Officer be hereby authorized to 
fix their signatures to all necessary documents and the corporate seal be 
fastened where it is deemed to be necessary. 

Carried. 
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415-25: Céré 
 
 
 
 
 

That Smoky Lake County Direct Administration to reach out to other 
county’s on pay per use of their lagoons and draft a bylaw to present at 
a future council meeting before sept 
 

Carried. 

Meeting Recessed  Meeting recessed, time 11:18 a.m.   
 

Meeting Reconvened  The meeting reconvened on a call to order by the Reeve at 11:25 a.m. in 
the physical (or virtual) presence of all Council Members, Chief 
Administrative Officer, Finance Manager, Executive Services Clerk, 
Natural Gas Manager, Health & Safety Coordinator, Assistant Ag. 
Fieldman, Fire services Clerk, Communications Officer, and Fire Chief. 
 

7.12 FCSS Grant Request - Junior Firefighter Summer Day Camp 
416-25: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County approve to allocate funding from the 2025 

Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) Grant budget in 
accordance with Policy no 08-17-01: Family and Community Support 
Services (FCSS) grant as follows: 
 
$7,000 to Smoky Lake Fire and Rescue summer day camp 

Carried. 
 

7.13 Request to Waive Monthly Natural Gas Service Charges for Halls & Churches 
417-25: Céré That Smoky Lake County Council approve to waive the Natural Gas 

Service Charge for Smoky Lake County Natural Gas Accounts all the 
Churches and Halls located in Smoky Lake County, commencing April 
1, 2025, to March 31st, 2026, as per the letter from Eddy Huk, President, 
Ukrainian Orthodox Society of Spedden, dated February 1, 2025 
(received March 19, 2025). 

Carried. 
 

7.14 Right-of-Way Lease Agreement SW-19-60-16-W4 Natural Gas Tap 4 
418-25: Halisky Smoky Lake County Council execute Right of Way lease agreement 

located on SW-19-60-16-W4 with Marty Ketsa (landowner) for a term 
of 5 years (2025-2029) at $1000.00 per year and an additional 5 years 
(2030-2034) at $1250.00 per year. 

Carried. 
 

11:35to 11:40a.m Public Question and Answer Period: 
 On April 9, 2025, Darlene Kinsey. reached out to the CAO to voice her 

concerns regarding the CPO's presence on the golf course road. As she 
was unable to participate in the Public Question and Answer Period, she 
asked the CAO to convey her concerns on her behalf. 
 

7.15 Auction of County Surplus Equipment 
419-25: Halisky That the Smoky Lake County will sell its surplus equipment through 

structured auction houses, with heavy-duty equipment auctioned 
through Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers and light-duty trucks and equipment 
auctioned through Michener Allen Auctioneering Ltd., to the highest 
bidder at the time of sale. 
 

Unit 
# 

Description Serial Number Odometer/Hours 

101A 2018 GMC Sierra 1500 3GTU2MEC9JG258813 254809 kms 
105 2008 GMC Sierra K3500 1GTJK33678F218493 162408 kms 
108 2007 GMC K5500 1GDE5C3977F422143 155566 kms 
119 2011 Dodge 5500HD 3D6WU7CL1BG608826 115123 kms 

9881 hrs. 
138 1997 Ford AT9513 Water Truck 1FDYY96P5VVA15426 473787 kms 
155 1991 Kenworth T800 Oil Truck 2NKDLBOX3MM927275 509649 kms 
195 2005 Kenworth T800B Truck 1XKDDB0XX5J977067 829164 kms 

9968 HRS. 
457 2013 John Deere MX8RotaryMower 1P00MX8CHDP088260  
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615 2014 586C Caterpillar Hydro Axe SL500102 2842 hrs. 
628 2006 CP563E Cat Padfoot Packer CNT01140 404.7 hrs. 
634 2000 Sod Mulcher  IMR081  
636 1998 Kuhn Rototiller EL121250 960004  
638 1998 CP563C Cat Padfoot Packer  5JN00640 3051 hrs. 
642 2007 CB564D Double Drum Packer C6D00168 64.7 hrs. 
726 2009 GMC SLE 3500 Truck  1GTHK73K89F161371 323064 kms 

  
Carried. 

 
7.16 Ukrainian Twinning Memorandum of Understanding 
420-25: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council rescine the January 23, 2025, Motion 

#252-25: “That Smoky Lake County Council approve to honor an 
extension of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between: the 
Kosiv District, Ivano-Frankivska Oblast, Ukraine, and the Smoky Lake 
Region (Smoky Lake County, Town of Smoky Lake, Village of Vilna 
and Village of Waskatenau), which expires on September 30, 2025, for 
an additional five (5) years, commencing October 1, 2025, to October 1, 
2030, to continue the work of the Ukrainian Twinning Committee which 
is outlined under Bylaw No. 1404-21, and to show support for our 
Ukrainian counterparts.”, and adjust the extension from five years to 
three years in a separate resolution. 
 

Carried. 
 

421-25: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council approve to honor an extension of the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between: the Kosiv District, 
Ivano-Frankivska Oblast, Ukraine, and the “Smoky Lake Region” with 
the Town of Smoky Lake, for an additional three (3) years, to continue 
the work of the Ukrainian Twinning Committee to show support for our 
Ukrainian counterparts. 
 

Carried. 
 

4.3. Bob Daudelin, Assessment Specialist, Accurate Assessment Group Ltd.  
 Present before Council from 1:03 p.m. to 1:51 p.m. was Accurate 

Assessment Group Ltd.’s Assessment Specialist: Bob Daudelin, and 
Assessment Coordinator: Sean Barrett, to provide a summary of the 
County’s Year-2024 Property Assessment which is used to calculate the 
Year-2025 Property Taxation, including the following slides: 
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 Accurate Assessment Group Ltd.’s Assessment Specialist: Bob 

Daudelin, and Assessment Coordinator: Sean Barrett, left Council 
Chambers at 1:53 p.m. 
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422-25: Fenerty That the information received by Smoky Lake County Council, from the 
April 10, 2025, Delegations representing Accurate Assessment Group 
Ltd.: Bob Daudelin, Assessment Coordinator: Sean Barrett, in respect to 
Smoky Lake County’s Year-2024 Property Assessment for the Year-
2025 Property Taxation year, be accepted for information. 

Carried 
 

423-25: Gawalko That the information received by Smoky Lake County Council, from the 
April 10, 2025, Delegations representing the Bellis 4-H Beef Club, Reed 
and Austin Cheriwchan to provide an update on club activities, be 
accepted for information. 

Carried 
 

424-25: Halisky That the information received by Smoky Lake County Council, from the 
April 10, 2025, Delegations representing JMD Group LLP Chartered 
Professional Accountants, Barb McCarthy, CPA, CA, to present the 
Smoky Lake County Consolidated Financial Statement and the Smoky 
Lake County Gas Utility Financial Statement for the Year Ending 
December 31, 2024, be accepted for information. 

Carried 
 

Meeting Recessed  Meeting recessed, time 1:52 p.m.   
 

Meeting Reconvened  The meeting reconvened on a call to order by the Reeve at 2:00 p.m. in 
the physical (or virtual) presence of all Council Members, Chief 
Administrative Officer, Finance Manager, Executive Services Clerk, , 
Health & Safety Coordinator, and Communications Officer.  

  
 8. Chief Administrative Officer’s Report: 

 
The Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) presented reports detailing key strategic initiatives set to drive 
growth and sustainability in our County. The report outlined comprehensive business plans for both 
timber harvesting and sand and gravel operations, underscoring our commitment to responsibly 
harnessing local resources for long-term economic benefit. In addition to these sector-specific plans, the 
CAO provided an overall organizational update that highlighted new efficiencies and positive 
developments across County operations. 
 
Smoky Lake County CAO Kevin Lucas has successfully completed the National Advanced Certification in 
Local Authority Administration level 2 Program. This significant achievement marks the culmination of a 
5½-year educational journey, during which the CAO also earned an MBA and the prestigious Certified 
Local Government Manager (CLGM) designations. These accomplishments reflect a strong commitment 
to excellence and strategic leadership, further strengthening the positive relationship between the CAO, 
Council, and our dedicated staff. 
 

Personnel Issue: Administration Staff Continuity and Coverage  
425-25: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council go into Executive Session to discuss 

a Personnel Issue, in respect to Administration staff continuity and 
coverage relating to an upcoming retirement, in the presence of all 
Council, Interim Chief Administrative Officer, and Finance Manager, 
under FOIP Section 27: Privileged Information, time 2:19 p.m. 

 Carried. 
 

426-25: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council go out of Executive Session, time 
2:41 p.m. 

 Carried. 
 

427-25: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council accept the Interim Chief 
Administrative Officer Report, dated April 10, 2025, for information. 

Carried 
 

   
 9. Council Committee Reports: 
 
 Nil. 
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 10.    Correspondence: 
10.1. Municipal Affairs – Fire Services Training Program (FSTP) 
428-25: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the correspondence 

received from Minister of Municipal Affairs, dated March 24, 2025, 
announcing funding in the amount of $28,710.00 from the Fire Services 
Training Program (FSTP) to be granted to Smoky Lake County. 
 

Carried. 
 

10.2. Minister of Transportation & Economic Corridors – Highway 28 
429-25: Céré That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the correspondence 

received from Minister of Alberta Transportation and Economic 
Corridors Regional Director, dated March 31, 2025, to Northeast 
Alberta Alliance for Growth and Opportunity (NAAGO) in regards to 
the safety improvements along the Highway 28 corridor.  
 

Carried. 
 

10.3. Rural Roots Academy – Grand Opening 
430-25: Halisky That Smoky Lake County acknowledge receipt of the correspondence 

received from Rural Roots Academy, dated March 27, extending an 
invitation to attend their grand opening in St. Paul, Alberta and request 
her to attend as a delegation. 

Carried. 
 

 11.    Information Releases: 
Information Releases to Council – March 2025 
431-25: Halisky That Smoky Lake County “Information Releases” sent to Council for 

the period of March 2025, listed as follows, be filed for information:  
 

 
 

Carried. 
 

 12.   Financial Reports: 
12.1 Monthly Financial Statement as of January 31, 2025 
432-25: Serben That Smoky Lake County’s Financial Statement, updated January 31st , 

2025, as prepared by the Finance Manager, be filed for information. 
 

Carried 
 

12.2  Bills and Account 
433-25: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County’s Bills and Account received on April 10th, 

2025, as follows: 
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Carried 

 
 13.  Next Meeting(s): 
Schedule the County Council Meeting Dates 
434-25: Gawalko That the next Smoky Lake County Council Meetings be reconfirmed as 

follows: 
Tuesday, April 22, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. (Budget) 
Thursday, April 24, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. (Regular) 
Thursday, May 8 and 22, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. (Regular), 
Thursday, June 12 and 26, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. (Regular), 

      
to be held physically and/or virtually in County Council Chambers.  

Carried. 
 

 15.  ADJOURNMENT: 
435-25: Fenerty That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting of April 10, 2025, be 

adjourned, 2:54 p.m. 
Carried. 

 
 
 
 
 

 ________________________________ 
   REEVE  

  
 S E A L 

  ________________________________ 
 CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 


	S E A L

