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 SMOKY LAKE COUNTY 
 

Minutes of the County Council Meeting held on Thursday, 
May 8, 2025, at 9:01 A.M. held both virtually online and 
physically in Council Chambers. 

 
The meeting was called to order by the Reeve, Jered Serben, in 
the presence of the following persons: 
 

   ATTENDANCE 
 Div. No. Councillor(s) Thursday, Mar. 27, 

2025 
 1 Dan Gawalko Present in Chambers 
 2 Linda Fenerty Present in 

Chambers/ Left @ 
12:30 p.m. 

 3 / Deputy Reeve Dominique Céré Present in 
Chambers 

 4 Lorne Halisky Present in Chambers 
 5 / Reeve Jered Serben Present in Chambers 
 CAO Kevin Lucas Present in Chambers 
 Finance Manager Brenda Adamson Present in Chambers 
    
 Recording 

Secretary  
Meaghan 
Andreychuk 

Present in Chambers 

    
 **************************************************

******* 
  
 Observers in Attendance Upon Call to Order: 

 Acting Ag 
Fieldman 

Kierstin Dubitz Virtually Present 

 P & D Manager Jordan Ruegg Virtually Present 
    
 Natural Gas 

Manager 
Daniel Moric Virtually Present 

 Fire Chief Scott Franchuk Virtually Present  
 C.P.O Chandler Kerr Virtually Present 
 P.W. Manager Chris Minailo  Virtually Present 
 Public  16 guests  Virtually Present  
 2. Agenda: 

 
486-25: Cere 
 

That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting Agenda for 
Thursday, May 8, 2025, be adopted, as amended/presented : 
 

Addition to the Agenda:  
 

7.5 Emailed submissions regarding 7.5. Recreational 
Vehicle Bylaw - 1432-23 

14.1    In Camera (Executive Session) Personnel, in respect 
the Chief   Administrative Officer, under the authority 
of the FOIP Act, Sections 27: Privileged Information 
and 17: Third Party Personal Privacy  

 
7.7   Equipment update from Kevin Lucas “Right Sizing 

Equipment” document  
 

 
 3.  Minutes: 

 
3.1. Minutes of the Smoky Lake County Council Budget Meeting, April 
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22, 2025 
487-25: Halisky 
 

That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Budget Council 
Meeting, held on Tuesday, April 22, 2025, be adopted as 
presented. 
 

Carried. 
 

488-25: Fenerty 
 

That the minutes of the Smoky Lake County Regular Council 
Meeting, held on Thursday, April 24, 2025, be adopted as 
amended: 
Motion 485-25 Gawalko be amended from March 27th, to April 
24th, 2025. 
 

1. Correspondence 10.1 Gawalko be amended 
2. Taxation year date “2054” edit  
3. Consult with the town to discuss what time and date for 

MCC meeting  
4.  

Carried. 
 

7. Business – Requests for Decisions 
 
7.1            Smoky Lake Truck Fill Capital Project - Water Pump  
489-25: Serben 
 

That Smoky Lake County allocates a maximum of $5,700 from 
the Water Reserve for the Capital Purchase and installation of 
a 30-gallon water pump for the Smoky Lake Truck Fill. 
 
 
 

Carried. 
 

 James MacDonald, Executive Director – Northern Lights 
Library System entered Council Chambers at 9:06 a.m. 

7.2           Request to write off property Tax Penalties   
490-25- Gawalko  That Smoky Lake County Council approve to write off tax 

penalties in the amount of $48,423.56 on tax roll 14582941 (NE 
29-58-14-W4) contingent on the amount of $32,478.01 is paid 
by June 16th, 2025.  
 

Carried. 
 

5.         Public Hearing 
 NIL 

 
6.         Municipal Planning Commission (MPC): 
 NIL 

 
4. Delegation: 
 
4.1 James MacDonald, Executive Director – Northern Lights Library 
System – Year in Review 
 
 Present before Council from 9:15 a.m. to 9:28 a.m. was James 

MacDonald, Executive Director – Northern Lights Library 
System – Year in Review, for the purpose of discussion of the 
following but not limited to: 
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491-25: Fenerty  
 

That Smoky Lake County accepted the presentation of James 
MacDonald, Executive Director – Northern Lights Library 
System, as information. 
 

Carried. 
 

7. Business – Requests for Decisions 
 
7.3.           Weed Inspector Appointments 
492-25: Halisky 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council appoint Jorja Krysik as a 
Weed and Pest Inspector for Smoky Lake County, effective 
May 8th, 2025 to termination of employment.  
 

Carried. 
 

7.3.           Weed Inspector Appointments 
493-25: Cere 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council appoint Colten Gargus as a 
Weed and Pest Inspector for Smoky Lake County, effective 
May 8th, 2025 to termination of employment. 
 

Carried. 
 

494-25: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council go into Executive Session in 
the presence of all Council and Chief Administrative Officer 
(CAO), Finance manager, recording Secretary to discuss 
Personnel Issues: in respect to the draft Organizational Chart 
from the CAO and also in respect to the CAO, under the 
authority of the FOIP Act, Sections 27: Privileged Information, 
and 17: Third Party Personal Privacy, time 9:42 a.m. 
 
 

495-25- Serben That Smoky Lake County Council go out of Executive Session, 
time 10:02 a.m. 
 

4. Delegation: 
 
4.2.     Clayton Didier from The Group / Pine Creek Retreat - Building a  

Visitor-Based Economy in Smoky Lake County @ 10:00 a.m. 
 Present before Council from 10:03 a.m. to  10:31 a.m. was 

Clayton Didier from The Group / Pine Creek Retreat - Building 
a Visitor-Based Economy in Smoky Lake County, for the 
purpose of discussion of the following but not limited to:  
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1. Tourism Planning: Aligning with the County’s 
Direction 

2. Destination Branding and Marketing 
3. Village of Waskatenau: Trail-Driven Tourism   

Development 
4. Smoky Lake as the Gateway to the Lakelands 
5.   Expansion Opportunity: Bellis Beach Area Concept 

 
496-25: Halisky 
 

That Smoky Lake County accepted the presentation of Clayton 
Didier from The Group / Pine Creek Retreat, as information. 
 

Carried 
497-25: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council go into Executive Session in 

the presence of all Council and Chief Administrative Officer 
(CAO), Finance manager, recording Secretary to discuss 
Personnel Issues: in respect to the draft Organizational Chart 
from the CAO and also in respect to the CAO, under the 
authority of the FOIP Act, Sections 27: Privileged Information, 
and 17: Third Party Personal Privacy, time 10:47 a.m. 
 

Carried. 
 

498-25- Cere That Smoky Lake County Council go out of Executive Session, 
time 11:24 a.m. 
 

Carried. 
 

7.4. Organization Chart and Salary Grid 
499-25: Halisky 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council defer the organizational 
chart and salary range as provided per policy 01-03-28 
Organizational Chart to the June 26th 2025 Regular Council 
Meeting.  
 
 

Carried. 
 

11: 32 to 11: 38 a.m Public Question and Answer Period: 
  

Hank Holowchuk, a member of the Public, raised concerns 
about our neighbouring County’s wildfire events about 
emergency preparedness in our County and asked if we were 
properly prepared and steps have we taken? 
 
Jered Serben, Reeve, responded: I Spoke with Thorhild 
County Reeve Janine Paylay and asked if they needed any 
help, Jered gave information on the evacuations with Radway 
( senior homes) healthcare facility going to Westlock, farmers 
discing fields to attempt to create fire breaks fire breaks but 
did not ask for help at that time 
  
Jasmine Schaub, Health and Safety Coordinator added that she 
had a meeting with all DEM’s of Emergency Manage and are 
aware that our plan is in progress administrators within our 
region as well as our northeast Regional Emergency 
Management Representative Ian Fox and did an annual review 
of the plan and we are waiting to hear back for feedback on 
areas we can improve  
 
Kevin Lucas, CAO, also added we currently have equipment 
(Cat and tanker) with fuel and water ready if an emergency 
were to occur.  
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Hank inquired about Smoky Lake County’s tandem water 
tanker and if there were plans to replace the tandem.  
 
Kevin Lucas, CAO, replied letting Hank know his question 
will be answered later in this meeting referring to the addition 
to the Agenda 7.7 Equipment update.  
 
 
 
 
 

7.5. Recreational Vehicle Bylaw – 1432-23 
500-25: Halisky 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council direct administration to 
research comparable Bylaws regarding the use of recreational 
vehicles (Rv’s) with context to hamlets, Agriculture, 
Subdivisions, and but not limited to Lake subdivisions as well 
as direct Enforcement Services to acquire more information 
concerning the units effected by this bylaw and bring the 
information forward to the Regular Council for the May 22nd. 
 

Carried. 
 

Meeting 
Recessed  

Meeting recessed for lunch, time 12:08 p.m.   
 

Meeting 
Reconvened  

The meeting was reconvened on a call to order by the Reeve at 
12:47 p.m.in the physical (or virtual) presence of all Council 
Members, Chief Administrative Officer, Executive Services 
Clerk, and Public Works Manager.  

7.6. Macworx Inc. Loadscanner 
501-25: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council defer the purchase of a 

MACWORX INC Load Scanner in the amount 
of $106,419.05 and instruct administration to bring forward 
Bylaw 1142-06 Aggregate Community Tax for review and 
research material on drone software and training to bring back 
to the May 22nd, 2025 Regular Council Meeting. 
 

Carried. 
  

7.7. Equipment Update  
502-25: Halisky That Smoky Lake County approve to purchase a dual purpose 

dump sander truck to replace the auction snowplow unit in the 
amount of $ 20.000.00 as per handout “right sizing 
equipment” document.  
 
Equipment trailer 

Carried. 
 

503-25: Halisky That Smoky Lake County authorize the purchase of 
Sander/Plow in the amount of $50.000.00 as per handout 
“right sizing equipment” document.  
 

Carried. 
 

504-25: Cere That Smoky Lake County authorize the purchase of the 
discounted one year- old track hoe and mulching detachment 
in the amount of $351, 000.00 as per handout “right sizing 
equipment”.  
 

Carried. 
 

505-25- Gawalko  That Smoky Lake County authorize the purchase of 
immediate acquisition of the water tanker to support Public 
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Works and Fire Services in the amount of $ 365, 000.00 as 
per hand out “Right Sizing Equipment” and explore 
retrofitting for fire monitoring. 
 

Carried. 
 

 8. Chief Administrative Officer’s Report: 
 

CAO Report, May 8, 2025 
8.1   Action List 
506-25: Serben  
 

That Smoky Lake County Council accept the 2025 Year to 
date Action List as a living document:  
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Carried. 
 

 9. Council Committee Reports: 
 

 NIL 
 10.    Correspondence: 

 
10.1    Alberta Government – Certificate Of Recognition  
507-25: Halisky 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge receipt of the 
COR Certificate as information and instruct administration to 
display certification in common areas and website. 
 

Carried. 
 

10.2    Alberta Environment and Protected Areas - Water Availability Second 
Phase of Engagement 

508-25: Gawalko 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council Acknowledge receipt of the 
Alberta Environment and Protected Areas - Water Availability 
Second Phase of Engagement, as information. 
 

Carried. 
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10.3   Municipal Assessment & Grants Division Assessment Services Branch - 

2025 Well Drilling Activity Reports – Q1 January-March 
509-25: Serben 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge receipt of the 
Municipal Assessment & Grants Division Assessment Services 
Branch - 2025 Well Drilling Activity Reports – Q1 January-
March, as information and follow up and bring it back to the 
next meeting. 

Carried. 
 

10.3   Alberta Municipal Affairs, Minster Ric McIver – RMA Meeting Follow-
up.  

510-25: Cere 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council accept the Alberta Municipal 
Affairs, Minster Ric McIver – RMA Meeting Follow-up, as 
information. 
 

Carried. 
 

11.    Information Releases: 
11.1      Information Release to Council  
511-25: Halisky 
 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council defer information release to 
Council to the next Regular Council Meeting, May 22nd, 2025 
due to no information provided.  
 

Carried. 
 

12.   Financial Reports: 
 NIL 

 
13.  Next Meeting(s): 
 
13.1. Reconfirm the Scheduled County Council Meeting Dates 
512-25: Halisky 
 

That the next Smoky Lake County Council Meetings be 
reconfirmed as follows:  

Thursday, May 22, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. (Regular and 
CAO Evaluation meeting),  
Tuesday, June 3 and Thursday June 12 and 26, 2025, at 
9:00 a.m. (Regular),  
Thursday, August 14 and 28, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. 
(Regular), 

to be held physically and/or virtually in County Council 
Chambers.  
 
 

Carried. 
 

14. Executive Session, including the Addition to the Agenda: 
  
14.1.  In Camera (Executive Session) Personnel, in respect the Chief   
Administrative Officer, under the authority of the FOIP Act, Sections 27: 
Privileged Information and 17: Third Party Personal Privacy 
513-25: Serben 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council go into Executive Session in 
the presence of all Council and Chief Administrative Officer 
(CAO) to discuss Personnel Issues and Land: in respect to staff 
from the CAO and also in respect to Land, under the authority 
of the FOIP Act, Sections 27: Privileged Information, and 17: 
Third Party Personal Privacy, time 1:57 p.m. 

Carried. 
 

514-25: Halisky 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council go out of Executive Session, 
time 2:25p.m. 
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Carried. 
 

 15.  ADJOURNMENT: 
 

515-25: Gawalko 
 

That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting of May 8, 2025, 
be adjourned, 2:26 p.m. 

Carried. 
 

 
  
 
 

________________________________ 
   REEVE, 

 Jered Serben 
  
 S E A L 
 

  ________________________________ 
  CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER, 

 Kevin Lucas 
 


	S E A L

