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Territorial Acknowledgment

The main stem of the North Saskatchewan Rivéiberta under this Nomination outside of Bal
National Parkand themany streams, creeks, and tributaries acitsswider watershed flow:
primarily throughTreaty 6 Territoryas well as Treaty 8 Territoryfhese are alsthe traditional
territories of diverse Indigenous peoplencluding the Cree(Nehiyg, Niitsitapi (Bladfoot),

Ktunaxa, Metis, Nakota SiouxXStoney) Iroquois, Dene(Denesuling Ojibwe, Saulteaux
AnishinaabgSaulteaux)l nui t , Tsuut 6 itheHomekrsd ofithe MdiioNatioss
well as Regions 4, 3, 2, and 1 of the Métis Nation of Albertl Al

Communities across Alberta owleeir strength and vibrancy to this land and diverse Indiger
peoples whose ancestorsodé footsteps have
world, who continue to be welcomed here and ttall place homeWe respect and apprecia
these many histories, languages, and cultures, which continue to enrich and strengthen ot
communitiesWe are grateful to walk alongside our Indigenous brothers and sisters to r
nurture, recreateroand appreciate the land and waterways that make up what we now ki
Alberta.

AThe North Saskatchewan River, kisiskacisgmy, @Gt flows swiftly) ~ holds substantia
traditional significance, being a place of gathering, commerce, @rdmony from time
immemorial 0

- Confederacy of Treaty 6First Nations Grand Chief Vernon Watchmaker

AiThe Metis Nation of Alberta supports this nomination of the North Saskatchewan |
as it is significant to Mtis culture This nomination wilklso support the broader spirit ¢
collaborationbetween our communities to continue to work together towards mainte
ecologicalintegrity along this area, support river health and wellness, and promote
and regionaleconomic growtl.

- Métis Nation of Alberta President Audrey Poitras

First Nation dancer imagecourtesy of Explore Edmonton
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Timeline

/ CANADIAN HERITAGE RIVERS SYSTEM (CHRS) EST. -1984
A partnership of the provincial, territorial, and federal governments.
Alberta does not initially participate.

NSR IN BANFE NATIONAL PARK DESIGNATED -1989

Forty-nine (49) kilometers of North Saskatchewan River within the federal le
of Banff NationalPark were designated under CHRS.
(Excluding the remainder across the Provinces of Alberta & Saskatchews

ALBERTA RESEARCH STUDIES

Advisory Committeeestiblishedby Minister of Environment Ralph Kleih1991

Report to the Ministeir May 1992
(Recommended Alberta join the CHRS, which occurs in February 1994

Phase 1i Development of a Thematic Framewdrk994
Phase 21 A Preliminary Application of the Evaluation Framewadri& 995
Phase 3 RiverIntegrity and Management Feasibility Study, Final Repdr®96

NORTH SASKATCHEWAN WATERSHED ALLIANCE (NSWA, AB)

Background Report: CHRSBackground Study North Saskatchewan River
Al berta: The Story of (tiR@5 Ri ve

(Ceremony at Rocky Mountain House officiated by former Lieutgdanérnor of
Alberta, the Honourable Helen Hunley)

State of the Watershed Repbr2005
Integrated Watershed Management Plan (IWMRD12

North Saskatchewan River Alberta Heritage River Initiativé led by Smoky
Lake County, kickoff in 2019

NORTH SASKATCHEWAN RIVER BASIN COUNCIL (NSRBC, SK)

Background Report: Canadian Heritage Rivers: The North Saskatchewan River

\ [in the Province of Saskatchewainp017 /
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INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Canadian Heritage Rivers SystenfCHRS)

The Canadian Heritage Rivers System (CHRS) collaboration amonthe federal,provincial,

andterritorial governmentsstablished in 198#%®r ecogni z e

Canadabts

their future management, protect, and enhance their significant heritage valtles émgoing

benefit and enjoyment of Canadians.

~

@ DESIGNATED RIVERS
NOMINATED RIVER

Bonnet Plume——

\ Tsiigehnjik
(Arctic Red)
Alsek

—- Thirty Mile
(Yukon River)

\, South Nahanni

\ d
\— Tatshenshini

~—Coppermine

Thelon— T

r(
N Kazan
Clearwater— — Sed

wd Hayes

Fraser
¢ Athabasca
o
~—North Saskatchewan
\ ’\\

\—Kicking Horse / Missinaibi —_

Cowichan Red {

1 \ Humber
Thames
Detroit

C a n a Heritage Riversdqurrently39 designated, and
nominated) across Canada from coe&stoastto-coas)

FTERE

i CHRS 20262030 Strategic Plan

~

To attain Canadian Heritage
River status, a citizeled
group or government
jurisdiction must come forward
to propose a river to the
Canadian Heritage Rivers
Board, proving that it meets
one or more of the natural or
cultural selection and integrity
guidelines, agdefined by the
CHRS.

The nominated sectiomust
also be large enough to
encompass these values and to
provide the user with an
appreciation o]
resources, as well as an
enjoyable recreational
experience Responsibility for
collection and analysis of
information to  determine
heritage values ra for

out st a

f t

subsequent nomination of the river rests with the specific government within whose jurisdiction

the nominated river lies.

A Board of representativédsom participating provincederritories, and the federal government
manags the CHRS programWhen considering a river for inclusion, the Board will determine

how well the nominated river satisfies tlieGu i d e |

nes for the sel

Riverso The Board will consider both the river and its surrounding landsedpieh together

capture the heritage values.

ecti

Within three years of acceptance for nomination by the Ministers, a management plan shall be
filed with theCHRSBoard,upon acceptance of whithe river or section of river shall be formally
included in the @nadian Heritage Rivers System. The Board will undertake periodic reviews of
Canadian Heritage Rivers to ensure that the designated rivers continue tmchesion in the

Canadian Heritage Rivers System.
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Participation in the CHRS t®norary andoluntary. Participants retain their traditional legislative
authority, including ownership and managem@&€CHRS Management Plan is ndtedtapedlt
iS_not prescriptive It does notbring about or requir@dditional legislation ordevelopment
restrictions

Attaining status as a Canadian Heritage River brings numerous advantages, including
increased coordination between organizations along the river, better conservation of natural
and cultural heritage, and a strengthened regional tourism séar.

1.2 Alberta® Heritage Rivers program

Albertajoined asa member of the CHRS
board in February 1994under then

Premier and former Minister of
EnvironmentRalph Klein

CHRS
Priority Rivers

(it randed in order of priovity)

Peace River

Clearwater
K. Seatoirionen Rier In 1996,the therdepartment ofAlberta
g?gﬂmm Environmental Protection conducted a
Oman Rier" ; fiCanadian Heritage Rivers System Study
B Castofvar " 8 of Alberta River® This assessment
SR, ranked 72 Alberta rivers for possible
nomination to he CHRS and established
Legend priority rivers for further research.
AA River —_—
National Park
T The North Saskatchewan River ranked #
Abena 1 Human Heritage Values and #3 in

FINRONMENTAL FeL

CHRS River Study

NATURAL REGIONS AND SUBREGIONS
OF ALBERTA

Natural Heritage Values with the
highestrating overall for those two
categories. These results indicated that
the Norh Saskatchewan River warranted

BOAEAL FONEST WATURAL FERION

"_‘ ] Cewms Nwewons

S 0w Mo

Wty Woncnred
Sebdectz

= e further study for potential CHRS
e nomination.

i = 145 j:“ o
e R _ _
K i Albertats Heritage Rivers process
Study along the river to position their river for
nominationandprepare the management planthwhich must precede CHRS designation.

In October 2003, the Clearwater River became therfirst in Albertaoutside a National Park
designa¢da Canadian Heritage River.

1.3 The NSRin Alberta Heritage River Initiative

The purpose of this section is to introduce the nomination of the North Saskatchewan River in
Alberta to the Canadian Heritage Rivers System (CHRS).
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This document has been prepared by Smoky Lake Cg¢hatyngbeen significantly assisted by
the past work of the North Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance (NgWA)oehalf ofAlberta
Environment and Parks (AEEhelead agency managing the CHRSha Province oAlberta) for
submission to the CHRS.

The NSWA is a nonrprofit society bringing together over 200 member organizations and citizens
representing industry, federal and provincial government departnieditgenouscommunities,
agriculture, municipalities, and environmental NGOs from throughout the watershed. The North
Saskatchewan Watershed Alliadcdesignated mandate to protect and enhance water quality,
water quantity, and ecosystem functioning of &R Watershed within Alberta.

Designation of theNSR in Alberta as a Canadian Heritage River will substantiallyincrease
the awareness of the riverod6s heritage value o
levels and Indigenous and sustainable adventure tourism

1.3.1 Background Study

In May 2001, the North Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance (NSWA), a register&at-pobfit

society, decided as a supplement to its watershed philosophy to undertake a CHRS Background
Study of the North Saskatchewan River. CHRS Background Studies are designed to determine if

a River meets the selection and integrity guidelines to be nominated as a Canadian Heritage River.

An excerpt from the NSWA Background Studihe
Story of the River is the Story of the W606):fi Al |

of the riverreaches in Alberta are suitable for
nomination, either separately, or in combination witl
many of the others. The seventh reach, wiaxtbnds into
Saskatchewan, cannot be included in Alb&rta

nomination, but is suitable for a nomination spearheads ‘:;l:‘Rl\“:R*
by stakeholders in Saska '

IS THE STORY Of
The most significant heritage value of the Nort o e

Saskatchewan River is found in its Cultural Value, & th
diverse and continual role the river has played in tf
development of human history in western Canada. T}
river was a major transportation and resource corrid oy
from its inception, at the end of the last ice age, to t St
middle decades of the 2@entury. g ™

Archaeological evidence verifies the key role of the North Saskatchewan River in Paleolithic

history in western Canada: human activity along the river is evident from about 11,500 B.P. to
thepresenfT he Saskatchewan Ri ve Ceskisskaoveanipiyidgi(mat es
in Blackfoot,6 o ma ke ani n gf Ifoswwinfgt ri ver o. Diverse I ndi
thekisiskaciwanisipiy, omaksy, as well as hunted bison, woodland caribou, moose, and smaller

mammals in the plains, and foraged for roots and berries in the river valley.
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Kisiskaciwanisipiys on Treaty 6 territory, which is a traditional gathering place for diverse
Indigenous peoplaacluding the Cree, Blackfoot, Ktunaxa, Metis, Nakota Sioux, Iroquois, Dene,
Oji bwe, Saulteaux, Anishinaabe, l nuit, Tsuutod

Historical documentation emphasizes the pivotal position of the North Saskatchewan River as the
main transportation and communication route from eastern Canada to the Rocky Mountains, from
the middle of the 177 century to the middle of the #@entury. The river played a significant role

in Indigenous community displacement westward, the westgransion of the fur trade, early
missionary efforts in the West, major exploration, scientific, survey and military expeditions, as
well as in the early European settlement of the West.

The Natural Heritage Value of the North Saskatchewan River is alsificagt. The river flows
through complex and varied ecosystems and for much of its length forms a general geographic
demarcation line between boreal forest and prairie grassland, creating interesting and unusual
environments that support a broad diversitywildlife, including many rare plant and animal
species. The river flows through four provincially defined Natural Regions within Alberta and
through five Natural Subregions, creating a significant variation in recreational opportunities.

The recreational value of the North Saskatchewan River is today also more significant than the
findings of the 1996 Study of Alberta Rivers suggests, as that study was published just prior to
many important changes in how municipalities, industry, and@ture approach water quality
issues. The subsequent improvements, which are ongoing, have improved the recreation value of
the river substantially.

Victoria Settlement Provincial Historic Site on the NSR, Government of Alberta

1.3.2 Location and Description

The purpose of this section is to briefly describe the location of the river through a map, a
description of its setting and information aacess to the river.

The North Saskatchewan River flows within the North Saskatchewan Watershed across central
Alberta and into Saskatchewan. The river traveB87 km from its origins in the Columbia

Icefields in the Rocky Mountains of Western Alberta tt he &6 For ksd within
Saskatchewan. Thi s route transects four of A
Foothills, Boreal Forest, and Parkland.
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On this long journey, the North Saskatchewan River streams from the Saskatchewan Glacie
which is part of the Columbia Icefields in Banff National Park, in the Rocky Mountains. As it
tumbles through the steeynlled gorge between Mount Athabasca and Mount Saskatchewan, the

waters of Nigel Creek join it, and then the Alexandra River erteest No r t h

Saskatchew

southeasterly flow. At Saskatchewan Crossing, the Howse and the Mistaya Rivers add volume to
the river, which now turns east down through the foothills, collecting outflow from the Ram and
Clearwater Rivers before trdliag past the Town of Rocky Mountain House. At that juncture, the
river turns north, gathering water from the Baptiste and the Brazeau Rivers before continuing past

Drayton Valley.

~

N

N

~

Map identifiying the 718 kilometer portion of

within Alberta, Canadato be nominated to theHIRS

ﬁ\lorth Saskatchewan
River Watershed
in Alberta

1
sasper Nationd fark

Rural
Municipal

Boundaries

North Saskatchewan R

v

Municipal jurisdictions across the NSR Watershed in Alberta.
Source: North Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance (NSWA)

North of Drayton Valley,

it flows east again,
meandering past the town
of Devon and then
through Edmonton and
Fort Saskatchewan. It
takes in the Sturgeon
River as it leaves major
urban centrebehind and

reaches its northernmost
point near Smoky Lake

The North Saskatchewan
River gathers in the
waters of the Vermilion
River just before it
crosses the provincial
boundary, then the Battle
River as it flows between
the two Battlefords in the
province of
Saskatchewan, and
finally, with the addition
of severalsmaller rivers,
it flows past the City of

Prince Al bert . A
Forkso a dr amat i
meeting with its sister

tributary, the  South
Saskatchewan River,

creates the Saskatchewan

River, which now

wanders through marshy

lake lands until it reaches Cedar Lakesrtlon to Lake Winnipeg at Grand Rapids, and eventually

to the Hudson Bay.

Settlement patterns vary in density and sdaten the Saddle Lakdndian Reserg, within the
homeland of the Saddle Lake Cree Natitmsmall hamlets like Heinsburg, to medusined
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towns like Rocky Mountain House and Devon, to the large City of Edmonton, the capital city of
Alberta. Shoreline and watbased recreation opportunities abound along the entire river system.
This includes boating, hiking, hatr ballooning, photogghic adventures, entertainment venues,
wildlife watching, botany excursions, historic sites, gold panning and diverse fishing
opportunities. Anglers fish for lake trout, mountain whitefish, bull trout, rainbow trout, perch, pike,
gold eye, moon eye, burhaauger, walleye and the river dinosasturgeon.

Burtonsville Island, 105 km west of Edmonton, is a good example of the many natural areas on
the river. This site consists of a group of islands surrounded by a fork in the North Saskatchewan
River; it contains oleégrowth balsam poplar & white spruce forest with a tall, dense shrub layer;
mixed stands of poplar, spruce & trembling aspen with trees of varying height, density &
understory composition; willow, alder & early successional habitats dominate abannel

banks & older inactive river channels; the site is used extensively for outdoor survival skills
training.

1.3.3 Nomination Methodology

The purpose of this section is to describe the method used
information collection and heritage value evaluation.

The NSR in Alberta Nomination Document identifies significa
cultural, natural, and recréamal values found along the river and=s s =
justifies Albertads pursuit ﬁw ' n Her.
(CHRS) status for its portion of the river. The nomination is bas| ==
on the river 0s andedreatiorsierdagavajuesc :
in.fu!fillment of the submission rgquiremqnts_ of theHRS Dragon Boat Rac:‘enén}e
Principles, Procedures and Operational Guidelines (PP®@) NSR within the City of
Cultural and Natural Values Frameworks, and the GAP Analysis Edmonton

ATo stick your hands into the to f
eartht oget her i n one piece. o0
- Barry Lopez

Smoky Lake Countyembarked oran initiative to advance the
Nomination of the NSR in Alberta as a Heritage River in 2Uhs
NSR Heritage River Initiativeecognizethe grassrootdriven and [
communityfocused nature of the CHR%rom the beginning,
community support has been sought and obtained, as describg
Section 1.3.5ndigenous Engagement aRdblic Participationand
Section 1.3.€ommunity Support

In thesame waySmoky LakeCounty engaged thidétis Nation of
Alberta (MNA), the Confederacy of Treaty 6 First Nations, and a ence of the'ermilion
individual First Nations, seeking and obtainitigir endorsement RiverBillie Milholland
and input in crafting this documenCHRS Nomination and Photos.
subsequentlyDesignationwill not be the conclusion of thisork,

but merely a beginningSignificanty, many municipalities in

&’addlin the NS ﬁer the
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Alberta are only just beginning to be opemtoldingrelations with Indigenous organizatioréd
thisNSR Heritage Riveinitiative provides an opportunity to contribuiethis objective

Specifically, the County alsetainedprofessionaservicesrom Aquality Environmental Ltd for
provisions relating tmatural valuesas well adVise Usefor adviceand assistance relatingttze
public plan

1.3.4 Role in the System

To describe the role which the river might play in the Canadig
Heritage Rivers System from a national perspective, referri
to the characteristics which make it distinct.

Inclusion of theNorth SaskatchewaRiver in Alberta will
contribute to addressing the GAP Analysis,dugng to the
cultural and recreationalriver heritage of the Canadian
Heritage Rivers System:

- Representing a718kilometer segment of a 1,287 EES===——s
kilometre transportation corridor, the1Bngest river = =
in Canaa@, flowing across three Provinces, to Lak =
Winnipegand onto Hudsonds @
Ocean, facilitating a wide range of early commercia
activitiesand landbased touring 2010 CHRS Gap Analysis

- A legacy ofFirst Nationsand M&tis cultures to the region &videnced in the numerous
riverside archaeological and spiritual sitleing from time immemorial

- Representation didmonton as the capital of Alberta, along MR, includingl Capital
North Saskatchewan River Valley and Ravine System biiadarges urban park in
Canada, with over 16kilometers of maintained pathways and trails.

- A major historic trade and travel route to the heart of North America.

- A strong wildlife environment thatontinuestoday to supportharvesting practicesf
Indigenous peoplessit alsosupported their ancestors.

- A spectacular and varied wilderness and recreation fouéigablein the upper reaches
with good whitewater skills,andopportunites across all reaches é@periencea variety
of boating andvilderness in remote, yet accessible location

- A wide range of recreational activities and experiences within wildernessangraitban
settings.

Further, although the North Saskatchewan River in Albenmt$eing nominated based on its
natural values, it also contributes:
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- A drainage basin for four of Al bertads si x
Eastern Range, and Prairie Rangs well as the Boreal Plains terrestrial ecozone.

- Significant plant and animal communities, including confirmed populations provincially
or federally recognized species at nis€luding Lake Sturgeon fish

- Extraordinary opportunities for natural fege appreciation.
1.3.5 Indigenous Engagemen& Public Participation

Smoky Lake County undertook engagement with dozens of Indigenous organizations, including

the Métis Nation of Alberta (MNA), Métis Settlements including Kikino, Buffalo Lake, Elizabeth,

and Fishing Lake, the Confederacy of Treaty 6 First Nations, anddndivFirst Nations across

Treaty 6 territory including Alexander First Nation, Alexis Nakota Sioux Nation, Beaver Lake

Cree Nation, Cold Lake First Nation, Enoch Cree Nation #440, Ermineskin Cree Nation, Frog

Lake First Nation, Heart Lake First Nation,h&win Cree Nation, Louis Bull Tribe, Montana First

Nati on, O6Chiese First Nati on, Oni on Lake Cr ¢
Nation, Samson Cree Nation, Sunchild First Nation, Whitefish Lake Indian Reserve #128
(Whitefish (Goodfish) Lake iFst Nation).

Smoky Lake County contacted each of the aforementioned Treaty 6 First Nations by phone and
email in January and February 2021. Later, the County sent a letter to over 80 First Nations
contacts across Alberta in October 2021, providing mé&iron about the Initiative, and
committing to further engagement during the management planning process. A Letter of Support
has been provided by both the Métis Nation of Alberta, and Confederacy of Treaty 6 First Nations,
and a record of engagement igpapded to this document.

Input received from these organizations contributed to the iterative process of this Nomination,
and will continue to do so during the forthcoming management plan and beyond.

In addition toobtainingformal supporfrom fourteen fellow river-adjacentmunicipal Councils
Smoky Lake County also participated in tpuablic webinars:

- March 18", 2021, hosted byPartnersfor the Saskatchewan River Basimd

- April 7™, 2021, hosted by Smoky Lake Countyjith paneist guests Albert&enator Paula
Simons,authorBillie Milholland, andhistorianThomas Long.

Finally, dur i ng the month of April 2021, Smoky Lak
conduct a riveccentric provincewide public input surveyThis process garnered hundreds of
responsesculminating ina Wh at  WeRegdrgvehichdw@as published in May of 2021

AMost of t he[874@ suppbried tlseunominatipneofithe North Saskatchewan
River to tle Heritage River System. Those that opposed the nominf@®anfelt that no
change was needed or that a designation to [@dRS] would eventually result in
restricted access to thaver. The [NSR] generates and sustains a wide variety of
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recreational ativities, cultural practices, and nature
‘ appreciation. Theiver and adjacent lansl provide
& What We Heard diverse opportunities for enjoyment and gathering of

R rt: people, culture, and histogy the river provides a
___ heport: s platform to connect to the past and enrich the present.
~— Canadian Heritage River System
==4 Nomination Survey — . .
4 Saskatchew);n River From what we heardhere is a yearning to learn more
Riviere Saskatchewan Nord ' about the I ndigenous peopl e
‘qu‘:‘;:_ct;"’a”"s'p'y along the river. Numerous special areas were
Migriura pidka Cackavesan identified providing daily and multiday exploration.

Tensions exist between developing economic
opportunities and protectingné extraordinary nature.

Access to the River was a primary theme among the

survey responses and highlights a need for education

about the commemorative nature of the Canadian

Natural Heritage River System designation. It is clear

from the responses reced/ethat the North
Saskatchewan River matters to Canadians. It is an
icon of Western Canadads i de

2021

A Record of Engagement may be found appended to this documentfcatsdumdertaken talate
represent only a beginningnoving forward, including thesubsequent management planning
process, this initiativeerves aan opportunity to cultivate communication, collaboration, and new
relations among Indigenous organizations and others where dialogue lyas exastedor been
achieved

In addition to diect engagement efforts, this initiatiicedate haslso received media coverage in
several local and regional publications, including:

- Globe and Mail: (August 6, 201The North Saskatchewan River: 'The story of the West'

- Lakeland Today: (December 12, 2020rth Saskatchewan River could become part of
Canadian Heritage Rivers System

- Fort Sask. Online(January 17, 2031[Fort SaskatchewarCity council backing river
project to promote tourism and culture.

- Smoky Lake Signa(January 19, 2021)esignation of the North Saskatchewan River.

- Rocky Mountaineer(February 2, 202) [Clearwater]County lends support to heritage
designation for North Saskatchewan River.

- Redwater Review{February 3, 20P) Sturgeon signs on to Smokyak e6s push |
Canadian Heritage River System status.

- City of St Albert News ReleaseéMarch 8, 2021

- Battlefords NewsOptimist: (March 23, 202) Heritage designation sought for N. Sask
River.

- Smoky Lake Signal: (April 13, 202Tyeaty 6 Letter of Support for the nomination of the
North Saskatchewan River.

- Leduc RepresentativéApril 15, 202 [Leduc City] Council votes to support CHRS
designation for North Saskatchewan River
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Taproot EdmontonfApril 20,2027 City council endoses heritage nomination for North
Saskatchewan River.

Smoky Lake Signal: (May 18, 20215PCOR Supports Nomination of the North
Saskatchewan River as Canadian Heritage River

SaskToday(May 23, 202) Heritage designation sought for N. SaBkver.

AlbertaViews Magazing(September 203Rediscovering a RiverThe lifegiving North
Saskatchewan by Senator Paula Simons.

CBC Edmonton Radid\ctive interviewon August 25, 2021at4pm.

CBC Edmonton News: (Septemli&r2021) Northern Albertacounty angling for North
Saskatchewan to become a heritage river.
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1.3.6 Community Support
The North Saskatchewan Ri theGQHRShagbeemrd meagdering wa r d

storied. All said, overeighty letters have beembtained from municipalities, businesses
individuals Indigenousorganizations andommunities, and community groups, including:

River-Adjacent Municipalities
Endorsing organizations arestedrelative totheir order ofriver-flow from Westto East

TOWN OF

ROCKY 9~ parkiani Devon
Whers Uelvenitonse Brgins! @ county \ ALBERTA

THE CITY OF

monfon /7 S4HON - Sturgeon
County

5%\‘2“27

“Thorhild t "'ﬁ"

FORT SASKATCHEWAN

+0
COUNTYOF ~ ﬁ COUNTY OF VS
TWO HILLS ayx ST. PAUL (\'/g'

Counﬂt
VERMILIONRiver

Indigenous Organizations

S L

rAln™

BLOOD
TRIBE ><

W

Blood Tribe, of the

M étis Nation Confederacy of
of Alberta Treaty 6 First Nation, in Blackfoot Confederacy,
(MNA) Nations Treaty 7 in Treaty 7

Fifteen of sixteen directly NSR-adjacent municipalities across Alberta, as well as
several Indigenous Organizatio ns have provided t heir formal support, demonstrating
significant community support for nomination of the NSR in Alberta to the CHRS .
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Other Support

EPC2R ?ifé NSWA g AWES

RIVER VALLEY ”\f NORTH SASKATCHEWAN

WATERSHED ALLIANCE
Agroforestry & Woodlot
ALLIANCE Extension Society

EXPLORE ¢, e UAPS Tt
EDMONTUN <!’ PARK United Alberta Paddiing Society A/(bé‘vm\)

N 1%

paddle i
alberta PAD N \IE

etz @

i) EDMONTON Edmonton & District N :
RoARD " HISTORICAL HERITAGE COUNCIL ¥
SOCIETY

AB Senators Doug Black
and Paula Simons

ALBERTA ASSOCIATION
BILINGUAL BILINGUE oes
MUNICIPALITIES MUNICIPALITES pe

i

ALBERTA

ASSOCIATION

1]
= % X
CANoe LB
Cmonion Abéata
MLA Jackie Armstrong Homeniuk NSR Valley Conservation
Coalition

Alberta's

IRON HORSE
T

économique

de I'Alberta

Edmonton River Valley
Conservation Coalition

V) Cityof
SOVbert

= -
=

Travel Lakeland

> "
F

FLAND AGRICULTURAL KESEARCH ASSOCIATION
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y
ALRL POINT Cityof Westlock
9 SMOKY LAKE o SPRUCE COUNTY
GROVE growing opportunity
(@) o
STONY A oo ¢ ” cAMROSE
PLAIN '}@ llowhead S ———
~—— Ccounty

Mﬁﬂ

MUNICIPAL PLANNING SERVICES M[INIC}P'AL DISTRI CT A]berta HUB
BONNY¥VILLE NO. 87 Where opportunity comes to life

. | smokylake

RE(:!ON

&

Village of Marwayne

4
Leduc %% Mttina

in Saskatchewan

Courtesy of Explore Edmonton
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1.4 Overview: Cultural, Natural, & Recreational Values

1.4.10verview of Cultural Heritage Values

The Cultural Heritage Value of a river is related to human use and the influence of the river on
human activities.

The Saskatchewan Ri ver 6sd&isiskaciwanigipiyiég i(mat a sn fBrl cars
oomalkaeani ngf [foswninfgt ri ver 0.

/ _ \ Upper portions of the North
Cree English Saskatchewan are the traditional
Sipiy 6a riverbd territories  of  the  Blackfoot
Sokiciwan 6it flows thro | Confederacy, Ktunaxa, Stoney
Ka sapostek wiyak 6i t f |l ows or r Nakoda, and Tsuut 6ir
Sipiy ka pimeakak 6 w hnaakes the river flow or Lower portions, as well as south of
travel 0
Patoteciwan 6water that mi e, Y A
follow the pat ” : \ d
Pawistik 6a rapidsé
Paskestikweyaw o6 pl ace t hat go
river and spli
Sipastik 6a river which
returns to the
Sakitawak 6end of a rive
the water thro
Wapak 6narrows of a
Wawakamon 6a crooked or
river, 6 meande
Natimik 6t he area upst
Sipisis io f] th)dy::f W?t?r goglrgﬁ Mistahimaskwa, Big Bear
- X 1825 1888 PHOTO Canadian
Source Local and Traditional Knowledge in the Heritage Archives

kAthabasca River Watershed (PareAl., 2019) /

the river, are the traditional territories of the Assiniboine peapld,the region north of the river
is the traditional territory of the Cree. Furthermore, Métis people have longdiord the river
andthroughout theegion.

Along much of its course, the North Saskatchewan River delineates theipaaikiand divide
and acted as a natural boundary between plains Blackfoot and Woodland Cree First Nations people
for thousands of years.

The North Saskatchewan River has played a vital role in the social, economic, and cultural well
being of Indigenous people. For mangligenous peoples, physical and spiritual signs, and signals
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that the land is healthy are very important to their own feelings of health and wellbeing and that
of their communities.

Those who signed the Treaties were promised the right to pursue traivosations of hunting,
trapping, and fishing, 6so |l ong as the river
spiritual relationship to this area. Populations and health of waterfowl, fish, muskrat, and beaver
are important traditional indicat® of watershed health.

Further, a significant part of the modern development of western Canada, from the middle of the
17" century to the dawn of the ®@entury, is written in the history of this river. Indeed, the NSR

has a considerable concentrataf heritage value of both provincial and national significance. It

has naturally offered a geographically convenient corridor for reasonable access to western Canada
from both the Hudson Bay and eastern Canada right up until the bridge building bootheafte
second World War.

A wide variety of cultural groups have lived along the length of the North Saskatchewan River,
since its inception after the last great Ice Age, including:

Paleolithic people

Assiniboine people moving west from the Lake of the Woarea

Woods Cree, Plains Cree, and Willow Cree

The Blackfoot Confederacy (including the Gros Ventre) and Fur traders from New
France, from the Yankee south (the thirteen colonies) and later from the United States, as
well as from England, thBritish colony of Canada and later from the Dominion of
Canada.

Explorers and researchers on scientific expeditions

Presbyterian, Methodist, Church of England, and Roman Catholic missionaries
Early entrepreneurs looking for gold and adventure.

The M®hibdf{én of the fur tradeb

Early European tourist adventurers

The NorthWest Mounted Police

River-boat and ferrymen

= =4 =4 -4

= =4 -8 -8 _9_9_-2

Riverr el ated resource harvesting was not | i mitec
history includes:

Fish and game fdood, fur, and feathers

Harvesting pigment clays for decoration, and clay for pottery and brick making

Coal mining

Washing for gold

Cutting timber for lumber

Harvesting plant cash crops like Seneca root, chokecherries, and Saskatoon berries
Harvesting foodand medicinal plants, berries, nuts, herbage, roots, and rhizomes

= =42 =4 _-8_-48_9_-9
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Local and regionatommunitiesare aware of many early fur N\
trading posts that do not have an official designation. T
plethora of publications that feature various aspects of t
history of the North Saskatchewan River are also significe
i ndicators of the asthelecal ans
regional stories that are still told in all the rive
communities.

s wel |

Many archeological sites have been identified along t
river. Two of the most significant (from Rabbit Hill downj&=
along Whitemud and Blackmud, and on the south baff st
acrcss the river from Rundle Park) are located within tH##=
City of Edmonton.

Riparian settlement along the North Saskatchewan Riv dicinal Yarrow along the Noth
followed the pattern set in place by the fur trade, which had Saskatchewan F%iver
followed a pattern developed lydigenouspeople as they PHOTO B. Milholland

moved fom one seasonal encampment to another.

In several places the river determined how agricultural land was divided through land surveys. The
River Lot method of surveying waadoptedfor the early communities of Victoria Settlement,
Lobstick SettlementFort Saskatchewarand EdmontorSettlement. These same River Lots are

still evident today at Victoriand LobstickSettlementand along with othesegmentsepresenting

early Ukrainian settlemerttave been designatedNational Historic Site of Canadaown as the
Victoria District

Interesting residential and municipal river front architecture abounds. This is particularly
noticeable in Edmonton: the river hill advantage of the Provincial Legislature buildingsighe ri
orientation of the heritage Fairmont Hotel (The Hotel MacDonald), and the unique riverbank
construction of the Shaw Conference Centre, which seems to rise right out of the river against a
backdrop of complimentary architecture provided by the drarpaticglass and steel of Canada
Place towering behind it.

In Edmonton, the sinuous shape of the river makes possible one of the most unique and intriguing
urban skylines in North America, without losing the attractive and essential presence of the riparian
ribbon of green

Permanent riverside dwellings on the North Saskatchewan River were at first, the major fur trading

posts, all of which (with only one exceptidnDevon) evolved into the present riverside urban
areas of today.
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One of the most complex
networks of interconnected
overland trails in theWest
linked the various inhabited
regions of North
Saskatchewan River basin.§
The most prominent was the
Saskatchewan Trail, also
called, at varioustimes, the |
Old Saskatchewan Trail, the
Edmonton Trail
Bay Trail, the Company Trail
and in more recent times, the
Carlton Trail. Smoky Lake
County has also designated the surviving portions of this trail as a Municipal Historic Area under
the AlbertaHistorical Resources Act

T4

Looking East fronVictoria Trail. PHOTO K. Schole.

1.4.20verview of Natural Values

Although the North Saskatchewan River is seeking
nomination based on cultural values, this document also
presents the significant natural aretreational values
associated with this river. It cannot be nominated for its
natur al val ues bheimasmasiee of
impoundments within the nominated sealiign t he Bi ¢
Horn Dam and the Brazeau Dam.

Nonetheless, the North Saskatchewan River creates an
extensive and diverse natural corridor system, whiah is
essential elementin the support of a significant
bioregional  conservation  network.  Bioregional
conservation networks are linked systems of core wild
areas, buffer zones and corridors of suitalleitat nested
; ‘ within areas dominated by human activity. The North
North riverbank at Devon, Alberta  Saskatchewan River corridor and its associated tributaries
link diverse wetland, foresand shrub/grass ecosystems
in a complex pattern across regional landscapes, providing habitat and resources essential for the
survival of a vast number of living organisms.
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Human occupation anddevelopmenh along this vast
corridorhave occurred in the case of Indigenous peoples
since time immemorial, and by European settlement more
recently in the last few centuries. Nonetheless, the river
retains significant biodiversity and natural phenomena,
formationsand features often compromised in other river
systems.

This natural corridor also playskey rolein the quality
of life of urban residents. The ecological goods and
services provided by natural ecosystems within cities has
been well documented in improving air quality, cooling
temperatures, preventing soil erosion, improving water
# oy P 4 quality, and providhg aesthetic and spiritual relief for
Mouth of Big Horn River urban dwellers. The North Saskatchewan River corridor
PHOTOS B. Milholland provides a unique natural experience by linkgmyeral
growing urban centres to the regional landscape. Because
much has been done to preserve natural ecosystgimms the urban matrix this natural experience
is significant.

The entire river corridor contains areas of exceptional natural value in the extensive braided
channels and snyes in the upper reaches, and wide meander bends in the lower reaches that have
tall sandstone cliffs and low gravel shores. Since the river descends from mountain to prairie, it
encompasses a remarkable variety of interesting and unusual natural features.

The uppetreaches of the river has a compilationwbite-
waterfeatures varying from ripple to cataracts, prolonged
rapids, and exhilarating whirlpool features. The lower
reaches are populated with a wide variety of vegetated
islands.

Other unique natural featwalong the North

A Saskatchewan River corridor are sand hill, sand cliff and
Metasequoia sand dune formations scattered from the area around
Rocky Mountain House downstream to the area around
Redwater.

ppr s -
RRLARAET

At Whirlpool Ridge in the uppermost reach, the river

cuts through an ancient geological formation where
Precambrian rock of at least 600 million years old has
been forced over rock of the Middle Cambrian and even
younger strata, forming a very hard riddee this area,

where theNSR runs parallel to the ridge, the actual
6whirl pool &6 marks the place
course and cuts through the ancient ridge.

Cephalopda
Much of the North Saskatchewan River flows over sedimentary rock deposited during the late
cretaceous and early tertiary eras. This results in riverbanks composed of various combinations of
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sandstone, shale, coal, and bentonite clays. Outcrops of this rock are rare because it weathers easily
and becomes covered with vegetation. Usually, it is aldgg the banks of major rivers like the
NSRthat they may be seen. They are particularly evident in the river valley around Edmonton.

Upstream of Edmonton, exposed sH#te rock weathers to reveal fossilized plants, some over

60 million years old. Té two most common fossils amgetasequoiandcercidiphyllum This is

significant, because in western Canada, fossilized animals are more commonly found than plants.

Downstream of Edmonton, near the Saskatchewan border, fossil cephalopods from theusretace
era are regularly shed from the north facing riverbanks every spring. Fossil cephalopods are
common in western Canada, but they are not usually this readily accessible to the ordinary passer

by, making this a highly desirable location for educatiomatigs. Approximately 1 km north of

Rocky Mountain House stand a large glacial erratic that fell from a mountain (Gog Group rock)
on to a glacier ice flow 18,000 years ago and traveled on the ice until the glacier melted at the end

of the last ice age andft it where it stands today.

TheNSRf | ows t hrough four ofandl
supports significant aquatic ecosystemkKootenay Plains
Ecological Reserve supports significant plant communities in
willow-birch fen and a spring fed wetland.

Near Rocky Mountain House, south of Highway 11, a seldo
visited patterned fen extenfis several kilometres in a northest
to southeast direction. Here a floating mat of densely intertwing
sedges supports black spruce and tamarack in places an
multitude of buck bean throughout but will not support the weig
of a human.

. , _ Dwarf Birch Betula nana
Thediverse ecosystems of the North Saskatchewan River corriggiOTO Dave Powell USDA

support many rare plant species, which have disappeared frorRorest Service Forestry
other habitat. Rare species that are found along the North Images
Saskatchewan River corridor could be indicative of favourable

habitat benefing other species. Rare plant species along the No

Saskatchewan River include moss, lichen, fern, orchid, grasg
and a disjunct wood anemone.

1.4.30verview of Recreational
Values

Recreational activities provide health, spiritual and intrinsic val :‘“'
for river users, but the activities also bring people closer to tf|/§
river. In this way the Recreational Value of the North
Saskatchewan River results in stimulating awareness ajj
stewardship of this valuable river.

. . . . U of AForestry Images
River-related recreational development ajorthe river is

Spruce iea mariana
PHOTO David Shorthouse

natur

extensive, spearheaded by provincial, municipal, and private interests. These developments
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include walking and hiking trails, walking bridges, nature observation sites, canlaeidgnd
river touring, seasonal river competitions and rikr®ntertainment. Each reach has developed
river-based recreation commensurate to the local character of the river.

General riverrelated activities include hiking,
backpacking, horse packing, historic wagon train re
enactments, mountain biking, paddling, kayaking,
canoeing, historical voyageur canoeing, river
boating, rafting, competitive rowing, nature tours,
fishing, camping, golghanning, (many activities are
now packaged asO ®@-edventure§ riverside
picnicking, crosscountry skiing, dog sledding,
winter hiking and camping. There is an abundance of
natural camping spots along the river and on river
islands.

Pelicans takeoff.
Linda Treleaven Photo

The Capital Region ier Valley ParkSystencovers
18,000 acres linking over 100 km through the North
Saskatchewan River valleyhis vast parkland is
approximately 12 times larger than Central Park in
New York City.

Several riversideevents occur along the river
Whitetailed Deer Odocoileus virginianus including amual running competitiondundraising
PHOTO Bruce T. Smith events, various riverside festivals (Folk Music
Festival, Heritage Days Festival, Canada Dayd
Dragon Boatraces, listoric sternwheeleradventures, tobogganing, cressuntry skiing, dog
sledding, wintethiking, and campingThere are also Indigenous ceremonies connected with the
NSR, and with making a crossing thereeish speciesnclude burbot, goldeye/mooneye, lake
sturgeon, mountain whitefish, northern pike, sauger, suckers, and walleye.

Boyswithy oung sturgeon, caught in
River. PHOTO Edmonton Archise
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1.5 Formal Nomination

To formally nominate the river or section of the river for inclusion in the Canadian
Heritage River System

Whereasthe Canadian HeritagdRivers System (CHRS) is a commemorative proc
established in 1984 as a collaboration among the provincial, territorial, and fec
governments recognizing outstanding rivers from coast to coast to coast for their n
cultural, and recreational hetage, offering residents and visitors a chance to experi
great waterways, learn about their rich history; and

Whereasa 49 km section of the North Saskatchewan River within Banff National Par
designated a Canadian Heritage River in 1989; and

Whereasthe Province oAlbertajoined theCHRSunder Premier Ralph Klein 994, and
the subsequent 1996 Alberta CHRS Study ranked the remainder of the North Saska
River across Al ber t &0 acategoryia annnyentory of TS5ShAlbe!
rivers or river sections identified for more detailed study for their CHRS potential; an

Whereas the North Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance (NSWA) completed a
Background Study which was accepted in 2005, and further demonstrated the suit
the river for inclusion to the System; and

Whereasthe North Saskatchewan River corridor contains concentrations of arti
representing at least 13,000 years of human activity along most of the river inc
evidence of the harvesting of mefgama at the end of the last Pleistocene glaciation; a

Whereasthe North Saskatchewan Rivieas played a key rolen the history of Wester
Canada, includingpaleolithic and contemporaryndigenous people and communities, &
both before and after Europeaettiement as a major trade and transportation route; a

Whereasthe North Saskatchewan River played a key jpatthe signing, oral history, an
shared understanding dfreaty No. 6 both at Fort Carlton and Fort Pitt in 1876 and a
the Adhesion at Fort Edmonton in 1877; and

Whereasthe North Saskatchewan continues to be of great importance to poese
Indigenous peoples, including First Nations and Métis whose homeland and trad
territories are within the riveraos wa

Whereasthe North Saskatchewan River has outstanding cultural heritage value as a

exploration route for the first fur traders, scientific expeditions! &6ntury tourists anc
early settlers; and
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Whereasthe North Saskatchewan River has outstanding cultural heritage value in th
it played during the migration west of the Nokfest Mounted Police (NWMP) and
activities associated with the 1885 Northwest Resistance; and

Whereasthe diverse chain diir trading forts constructed along most of the river from
Saskatchewan border to the Rocky Moul
represents the activities of both major and minor fur trading initiatives (from both
and lower Canadarom Britain and from the United States); and

Whereasthe North Saskatchewan River corridor holds ample evidentkeofistory of
Indigenous peoples in the region, early contact histbwy intense rivalry of early fu
traders, early missias) the era ofiver steamboats, and European settlement history; e

Whereasthe river flows through complex and varied ecosystems and for much of its
forms a general geographic demarcation line between boreal forest and prairie gras
creating interestingand unusual environments that support a broad diversity of wilc
including many rare plant and animal species; and

Whereasthe river flows through four provincially defined Natural Regions within Alb
and through eight Natural Subregions, creatiagsignificant variation in recreationg
opportunities; and

Whereasthe riverbanks are home to a variety of unique biological and geolo
phenomena, including a 1,0§@ar-old Limber Pine (Pinus flexilis) and an immense pt
glacier Cordilleran erratic;and

Whereasthe entire river affords countless and diverse opportunities for river tr
adventure, pullout areas, and historic and contemporary trails such as those of the
Valley Alliance for riverbased touring, angling, paddling, wildlife viewy, hiking,
climbing, berry picking, camping, and other traditional uses;

THEREFORE, it is recommended by the Province of Alberta thaf7ttfkm section of th
North Saskatchewan River in Alberta from the Banff National Park boundary t
Alberta/Saskechewan provincial border be nominated to the Canadian Heritage R
System for the purpose of recognizing, celebrating, and conservingithe eutstarsling
cultural & recreationalheritage values.

Honourable Jason Nixon, Minister Date
Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP)
Province of Alberta

Environment
beﬁ\,l and Parks
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Roll on North Saskatchewan

Born in the Rockies when the ice ageeded,
In a Columbia glacier a mile above the sea;
Through wild canyons, the newborn river twists and bends,
Its journey will be long before it ends.
Kelsey, La Verendrye, the Blackfoot and the Cree
All searched that river for their destiny;
Near here David Thompson,
His bride Charlotte by his side,
Felt a country stirring as he looked across the great divide.
Still many miles to go before that river takes its rest,
The story of this river is the stpoof the west.
At Rocky Mountain House where
The Norwesters built a post,
They pushed their fur trade empire across to the coast;
Trading with the Peigan and the Kootenays,
They loaded their canoes to make the long paddle east.
Across the flatlands whethat widening river flowed,
Through the territory of the buffalo,
By the time the steel rails stretched across Saskatchewan,
The buffalo who drank from the riverbanks were gone.
Roll on, roll on, roll on you North Saskatchewan.

The Story of this River ithe Story of the West is the chorus from the song: Roll on North Saskatchewan
and Music by James Gordon f ricAm Muiss c@D fTohua nSon d
Riverso Published by PiamesgoBionicea et Publ i shing (S
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1.6 Next Steps

This Nomination Documerdemonstratethat the North Saskatchewan RiwerAlbertaprovides
outstanding culturahnd recreationaberitage andatisfiesthe necessary Selection and Integrity
Guidelines in these areasequired for nomination to the Systerin addition, although
impoundments at Brazeau and Abraham Lake disqualify the NSR from the Natural Values
Selection and Integrity Guidelinass Natural Values remain outstanding and exceptional.

Therefore, the North Saskatchewan River is worthy of nomination to the CHRS based on its
outstanding cultural heritage valudisis also realistic to expect that the integrity associated with
each walues theme can be conserved and maintained with cooperative management strategies.
Several major or regional management plébsth statutory and nostatutory) and other
initiativesare alreadyn-placeor underwaysuch as

- Province of Alberta
o Stewardship Acand Land Use Frameworks, (work on the NSR Regional Plan is

ongoing)
A North Saskatchewan River Surface Water Standards Framework,
(Ongoing)
1 Draft Vision AThat the Water Quality of
Riverismai nt ai ned or i mproved. 0

o Water for Life Strategy, (2003)
o Industrial Heartland Capital Region Water Management Framework, (2007)

- North Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance (NSWA)
o State of the Watershed Report, (2006)
o Integrated Watershed Management RIAWM P, (2012)

- EPCOR Utilities Ltd.
o Edmonton Source Water Protection Plan, (2020)
o WaterSHED Monitoring Program, (2018)
A A partnership among EPCOR, the City of Edmonton, Alberta Environment
and Parks (AEP), and North Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance (NSWA).

- Edmonton Metropolitan Region Board (EMRB)
o GrowthPland Rlemagi ne. R2020p. Bui |l d. 6,
0 Regional Agriculture Master Plan, (Fall 2021)

- City of Edmonton

o Edmonton City Plan, (2020)

o0 Breath Green Network Strategy, (2017)

o Ribbon of Green Concept Plaii1,990) and Master Plan, (1992) Ribbon of Green
SW+NE, (2020) & River Valley and Ravine System Area Redevelopment Plan,
(1985)i (Modernization currently ongoing)

o River Crossing Heritage Interpretive Plan, (2017)

o The City is al so uWalteertéa ka mdy & Mecer tohT oSuhcaht
projects.
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- River Valley Alliance (RVA)
o Phase I trails system connecting Devon to Fort Saskatchewan is ~70% complete

- Explore Edmonton
o TenYear Tourism Master Plan (2021)
A Strategy #3fiActivate the river valley to creagemore vibrant
destination and gathering place

- Numerous other Municipal and Intermunicipal Development Plang (MDPs & IDPs)

In many ways, Nomination and Designation under the CHRS represents the beginning, not the
conclusion of a process.pdn endorsementf this Nomination Documenby the Ministers and
CHRS Boardand within three years,collaborative Heritage Management Planning Committee

led bySmoky Lake Countyvill undertakea Management Plahiswill identify challenges and
opportunites andmay guide decisionmakers in the ongoing management of tNSR as a
treasured ribbon of green

As with this Nomination Document, thferthcoming Management Plan will also satisfy the
requirements of CHRS Principles, Procedures and Operational Guidelines (PPOG), the Cultural
and Natural Values Frameworks)d the 2022030 CHRS Strategic Plan.

2.0 CULTURAL HERITAGE VALUES

The purpose of thisection is to describe the outstanding cultural heritage features of the river
and itsi mmedi ate environment using the document
Heritage Rivers,Edi t i on 20000.

Few kilometres along thdSR in Albertaare without, what Robert Burns attributes to the Thames

in England,i L i qu i d . B¢casse the gngular direction of receding glaciers after the last
glaciation encouraged early repopulation of the area, the North Saskatchewan River has a rich
culturalheritage reachingack at least 11,500 years.

- N '.
i 3 REFy \

s Cfoééing, Courtesy of Explére Edmonton
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2.1 Description of Cultural Heritage Values

2.1.1Resource Harvesting

Many types of humamharvesting andgubsistence activity have been recorded along the entire
length of the river: fishing (including early netting and fish weirs); farming (includinganéact
tobacco gardens); hunting (including buffalo jumps and pounds); trapping; boat building; berry
ard root gathering; and even pottery production. A wide varietpdifenous peopldsave lived

along the length of the North Saskatchewan River since its inception after the last Ice Age.

There is pleolithicevidence along the North Saskatchewan River to suggest human activity during
the early posglacial era. From European contact onward there is documented evidence of
Indigenouspeople harvesting fish from the North Saskatchewan River as well as frorades fe

lakes. After contact, the river was also harvested by the Europeans of the fur trade, Europeans from
the riverside missions, and eventually, European settlers.

Fishing

Especially at the mouths of creeks, streams and tributaries, the river offexbdratant
harvest of fishincluding Lake Sturgeorand molluscs. The names of various lakes and
tributaries suggest preferred places for early fish harvests. There are creeks and lakes still
named, Jackfish, Sturgeon, and Fishing

Other examples are N8etting River, Turtle River, Trout Creek, Perch Lake and Tulliby
Lake. Harvesting shoreline resources includes trappingdivetling, furbearing animals

for pelts; collection of aquatic plants for food, housing materials and medicine; hunting
land mammbs and birds, or collecting eggs for food, as well as mining and quarrying.

Shoreline Resource Harvesting

The river was a gathering place for land animals in search of water and rich riparian grazing
or for a place to ford during migration. This brought additional human food resources into
a river valley already favoured for shelter, travel, and fishing. \Watéand small water
mammals such as beaver and otter were abundant in the river valleys and big mammals
such as bison also came to the river to drink, to cross the river on migratory routes and to
follow the river in grazing patterngndigenouspeoples mdeeffective useof waterfowl

and shorebirds found near rivers. They also harvested eggs.

Place names are often indicative of what was harvested in the vicinity of the river: Currant
Lake, Red Willow Creek, Rose Creek, several Birch Lakes, several Bilish Birch

Creek, Strawberry Creek, Poplar Creek; Whitegoat Creek, Bison Creek, Whiterabbit
Creek, Waterfowl Lakes, Ram River, Bighorn River, Elk Creek, Elk River, Swan Creek,
Swan Lake, Little and Big Beaver Creeks, Deer Creek, Egg Creek, Weasel gk,
Creek, Frog Lake, Moosehills Lake, Maskwa (Bear) Creek and Moswa (Moose) Creek, as
well as Gold Island, Gold Bar Island, Willow Island,
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Pelican Island, Otter Island,
Moose Islands, Kinosesis (small
fish) Island, Bird Island,
Mistapoos (jack rabbit) Island, [
Rabbit Island and Badger Island.

During the Paleolithic Period,
early people used river clay for|
decoration and making pottery.
This is evidenced by the names of Halrbell (campanula Buffalo Berry Shepherdia
tributaries where different uniflora) Canadensis
coloured pigments were
harvested: e.g., Whitemud Creek 3}
Blackmud Creek, Palntearth b X%
Creek, and Vermilion RiveiThey § (45 :

al so hunted O0me@g 3‘7{
river, I|ke Mastodon Camel

Beaver

Quartzite, chert, petrified wood, [E58
and mudstone were found alonge Sgeas

the banks of the North Fireweed Eplloblum Manitoba maple keys
Saskatchewan River and used by  angustifolium (Acer negundo)
early people to fashion effeve

spear and arrow points_ PHOTOS B. Milholland

The MadeBeaver was a unit of account used in the Huds&ay Companywhere me
male beaver skin collected during winter months was equivalent td adeBeaver From
179671 1799 the fur harvest from Edmonton Howadene was 35,000 Made Beavkris
indicative of the great volume of fur sent to Europe from the valleys of the North
Saskatchewan River Basin over the course of at least two centuries.

There are not many buffalo pounds or buffalo jumps recorded alemiyén, but locations

of a few that existed have been found along the lower reaches near the
Alberta/Saskatchewan border. From the lattdghtury to the latter part of thef1@entury

the fur trade required vast tons of pemmican to feed employelgenouspeoples along

the North Saskatchewan River manufactured most of this pemmican and much of it was
shipped north to the traders along the northern rivers.

By 1870, tot al pemmi can and dried meat pr
Company Northen Department exceeded 120,000 pounds. Most of this came from along
the North Saskatchewan River.

Other shoreline resources, harvested for centuries, are no longer found along the river.
Pronghorn, now present only in Southern Alberta, were once plbing the south banks

of the North Saskatchewan River between Ed
now endangered and seldom sighted along the river, were once harvested in the thousands
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for their feathers and quills (In 1812, Fort Edmonton shipfp286 swanskins and 450
hundredweight of swan quills). Into the middle of th& &@ntury, even Grizzly Bear were
commonly hunted along the river to just past Edmonton, for food and floor robes.

In April 1820, Lieutenant Hood of the Franklin Expeditioecorded maple sugar making

along the Saskatchewam.The mapl e i s found in small gr o
valley, and those places are resorted to in the spring by the Indian women for the purpose

of sugar makingésugar idsakgsrverdpleasandto eahbyt he f
itself, but nothing to be compared to cane

As early as 1830, from Rocky Mountain House to Edmonton, coal was mined for forge
work from superficial coal seams visible along the rivekisan

I n the 18606s, gold mining began in earnes:
the gold bars of the Saskatchewan near Edmonton, where gold seekers washed out fine
gol d with a machine call ed a nAtgermountaihsy 06 or

Berries and plants were harvested in great abundance along the North Saskatchewan River

for thousands of years. In 1872, even as the great buffalo herds began to wane, George
Grant, from the Sanford Flemming expedition along the North $dskaan River

observes, August 29 ar ound Ma8aihsyesterGay arel koday, fihe Saskatoon
berries that are put in the best or fAberry
which the I ndi &nsnnmake iwhteae bdrkotthyered wiilowt ge't
to mix with their tobacco6 Then on August 24 nedMh¥ict ol
ground was literally covered with cranberries, bearberries, the uva ursi, and other
creepers. o

George Grant also records the extensive usealfationg the North Saskatchewan River.

ACoal that crops out on the riverbankéa bu:
at our request; it looked like shale, or dull, dried stuff from which most of the bitumen had
leaked out. Trying it in the smigd, it burnt well and gave g
Edmonton is only three feet thickébut, at

forty miles distant to the southest, the seam is ten feet, the coal of a much superior
quality, and used regularly imte f or ge . O

It is often assumed that buffalo harvest of any significance only happened south of the
North Saskatchewan River on the prairie. There is ample evidence to refute that. For
example: On October 17, Charles Napier Bell, 18 years old, and fivie Méted at the
deserted Roman Catholic Mission &t. Paul de Crison the banks of the North
Saskatchewan River near the present site of Brosseau. They gathered to set up a Buffalo
Hunting camp to supply winter meat to a post at Saddle Lake.

Extraction of Water

Historically, most of the water removed from the North Saskatchewan River was used for
drinking, washing and in the form of ice for the icehouses of the fur trade and later for more
diverse settlement use. River ice cooled summer produce in North SaskatdRever
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communities into the 19%80. During the late fur trade era there was limited use of water
mills for grinding grain during the late fur trade era.

With the influx of European
settlers, water use forhuman,

animal, agricultural and industrial
consumption was continual and
largely unregulated. The first users &S
were fur trade communities,
missions and the small river
communities of Mtis that grew up :
araund European settlements. From

: Sl 5 ‘_j

the end of the I century to the & o TR
middle of the 28 Century, Cutting river ice
European settlements along the PHOTO Edmonton Archives

T

river created a greater need for river water and river ice. This resulted in the formation of
municipalities that began to extract river water for human use.

December 8, 1847, artist Paul Kane

describes the use of river ice for icehouses

t hat are built to preser
buffaloiBAscaeesoas the i
river is of sufficient thickness, it is cut into
square blocks of uni f orm
fi G late icehouses were built at Fort
Vermilion, Fort George, White Earth,

e Edmonton and many other Forts des

Contemporary iver view east fromFort P ' @l ri es. o
George & Buckigham House Provincial
Historic Site, near EIk Point
Kyle Schole photo.

2.1.2 Water Transport

Commercial Transportation

I n 1796, Peter Fidler at Buckingham Hmeseste (a
Alberta/Saskatchewan border), had the first York Boat built for the Saskatchewan River system,
while his superior, William Tomison, who disapproved of this type of riverboat, was in England

on furl ough. From t he 1-uf hérser tontinuedhte be B M§jd@ o s a
highway between forts and riverside settlements. Dog teams were used as transportation on the
frozen river.

I n 1871, i n June, Hudsonods Bay Company Gove
shareholdersy Wher el ppsshbé brigades of Yor k Blbemt s wou
in 1875, the first North Saskatchewan River sternwhe€lex,S. S. Northcateeached Edmonton

from Grand Rapi ds. It provided the main Hud
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Edmontonand Prince Albert, Saskatchewan until the route was taken ov&hdyLily. The
MarquisandThe Northwestvere the largest steamers to travel the North Saskatchewan River. Joe
Favel,T h e N o r gildt, écn@tcaenesation with NWMP Sam StedieT h e oMiRwes is

not so good a stream as the North Saskatchewa

The Northcote was built in the style of
Mississippi River boats and on her first voyage t
Edmonton she carried a cargol@0 tons.

In 1885, between April 30 and May 18, | -
General T. B. Strange at Fort Edmonton buil=

barges to transport 224 men and one gy
downriver to Fort Pitt area to help with Northwes|
ResistanceThe last steamboats plied the North~ e
Saskatchewan Rivexetween 1900 1905. York Boat resnactment, Fort Edmonton park

PHOTO B. Milholland

Transportation Services

Shipyard services along the Nort
Saskatchewan River include earl
temporary encampments where birc
rind canoes were built eackeason |
York Boats were constructed at all thg
major fur trade forts along the North
Saskatchewan River as well as at sonfss
of the minor forts, like Buckingham
House.A few steam riverboats were {5
constructed on the North Saskatchewa
River,and those inthieat e 1 8 0N& :

John Walter built, at his shipyards on Former Eldora Ferry Crossmg in winter, Sturgeon
the riverbank at Edmonton, all lesser County. PHOTO K. Schole
riverboats, scows, barges, and ferries.

W |

Exploration and Surveying m‘

The French initiated the earliest Europeaf” "
explorations of the West along the North
Saskatchewan River. They were thg
coureurs des boigountry born and much

more at home in the wilderness than th
British perched al

Many were Métis, the intrepid children of

the fur trade. Early surveyors cross North Saskatchewan Rivel
Glenbow Archives PHOTO
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For about 250 years, from the time of the firs

French fur trader on the North Saskatchew/ A These me n knew
River to the coming of railroads, river navigatiq  rapid, bend, and channel.

was the only efficient mea of importing trade
goods from eastern C Had they not traversed its banks intl |t o o6t h
West 6. It was also tH tedious and back breaking job « | ef f i «
means of exporting river resources to east  towing Cumbersome load
Canada and Europe. Canoe and York Boatw  upstream?...

used extensively on this river, and in lateays,
scows, barges, rafts, and sternwheelers addd Laughter and song down the rive
the commercial river traffic. sweat and strain and swearing uprive
allpartof t heir wor k.

Métis Joseph La France, who traveled to Engla

in the early 17400s t - Peter Erasmus, Metis,Buffal pout t r
in the land of the Saskatchewan, had traver Days and Nights.

the North Saskatchewa Ri ver i n \\ Source: Fort Edmcﬁ?

From t he mi ddl e 17000 f t hat

century, each year at least 250 canoes and about

550 people from the 6Saskatchewandé traveled tc
Cree and Nakota People who formed a forrieaniddleman trade system with the Atsina and

others on the plains who were not interested in making that long trip.

\ i Scientific inventories of expeditions up
: — the North Saskatchewan River, like the
ones led by John Franklin and John
Henry Lefroy, made the concept of a
transcontinental British North American
nation seem possible and even desirable.
This resulted in exploration and survey
expeditions led by men like Blakison,
Hector, and Sandford Fleming, seeking
an overland route for the transcontinental
railroad. In 1859, James Carnegie, tHe 9
Earl of Southesk, traveled along the
i . North Saskatchewan Rev. In 1875 he
Steamer Excursion to Big Island. Transportation ~ wrote, fiSaskatchewan and the Rocky
Steamer (City of Edmonton). Image courtesy of City Mountain® which described his travels.
Edmonton Archive€A-10-1322 In 1870 William Francis Butler made a
trip up the North Saskatchewan River to
report on the state of the f @IMTher &d eLatnBlWioIner ¢
documents his journey on the river, and was a popular travel book right into the middle &f the 20
century.

In 1874 the NortHWest Mounted Police made their long march from eastern Canada to Fort
Edmonton. From Fort Carlton to Edmonton, thesed the old river trails along the North
Saskatchewan River.
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2.1.3 Riparian Settlement
Siting of Dwellings

In many places, riverside transportation patterns such as the Victoria or Carlton Trail and riverside
industries influenced the direction, style, and pattern of subsequent human dwellings. This is also
true of Victoria Settlemen{now a Provincially and N#@nally designated Historic Sitewhere

the river determined how agricultural land was divided through land suiMaigsiver lot method

of surveying wasalso implemented at earlyedmonton Settlement, as well as Fort
Saskatchewan/Augustuand enduringevidence of the Rivelr o t system i s prese
Edmonton urban streetscape.

Victoriawas the site of early Métis settlement. In the same area, later, along both sides of the river,
Ukrainian settlers sought proximity to each other, creatingferdift ethnic homogeneity on the
river. This is also true of French settlers, downstream in the area around Duvernay.

River-based Communities

Prior to European contact, Indigenous communities migrated from one part of the North
Saskatchewan River to another, their seasonal patterns of movement dictated by weather patterns,
fish runs, migrating herds, sap, root, and berry harvesting, as wejl imtebtribal trade and
competition.

EDMONTON
SETTLEMENT

w A Gl g5

Image courtesy of the City of Edmonton Archives EBSM

Today, the Edmonton streetscape r Edntengporars t he
river and river valley neighborhoods also inclu@ameron, Capitol Hill,Clareview, Fort
Edmonton, Glenora, Gold Bar, Hermitage, Highlandsyse Hill, Kinnaird, Laurier, Lessard

North, Mayfair, Oleskiw, OliverRiverbendRiverside Riverview,Rundle, Terwillegar, Victoria,
Walterdale, Whitemud, and Windermere.
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Riparian European settlement along &R in Albertafollowed patterns set in place by the fur
trade, which followed patterns developed bydigenouspeople moving from one seasonal
encampment to anothemdigenouspeople chose sites along the river that were the most
advantageous for shelter, resource harvesting and protection. The first Europegrikeatover

were guided byndigenougpeople and soon adapted the advantageous resting places to their own
settlement requirements. Archaeological surveys have revealed evidence of human activity along
the river for about 13,000 years

The present urbaareas on the North Saskatchewan River, in Alberta: Rocky Mountain House,
Devon, Edmonton and Fort Saskatchewan built in response to rapid urban expansion along the
river. All these communities have interesting residential and municipal river front argtetec

This is particularly noticeable in Edmonton: the river hill advantage of the Provincial Legislature
buildings, the river orientation of the heritage Fairmont Hotel (The Hotel MacDonald), and the
unique riverbank construction of the Shaw Conferencgr€ewhich seems to rise right out of the

river against a backdrop of complimentary archite@urtne dramatic pink glass and steel of
Canada Place towering behind it.

In Edmonton, the sinuous
shape of the river creates ong
of the most unique urban
skylines in North America, [
without losing the attractive
and essential presence of thg
riparian ribbon of green. Few
early nonfort permanent
dwellings on theNSR were

farms n the traditional sense.
Most were homes built by the
Métis, or by retired fur traders ¥

or former labourers of the fur 5oyntown, Walterdale Bridge, and Rossdale Power Plant in t

trade, like John Walter of City of EdmontonCourtesy of Explore Edmonton
Edmonton who initiated many

early riverside industries (ferry services, shipyards, sawrtaligeriesand brck yards).

Most early settlers grew
gardens, raisedivestock, and
planted a few acres of grain, but
river-related occupations
remained their primary
employment. The people of the
fur trade who settled along the , :

river continued to trap fur, as Walterdale Flats John Walter Lumber Mill Bldgbnage

well as wash for gold; pilot all courtesy of the City of Edmonton Archives HA250.

types of river craft from scows to steamsieguide and translate for explorers, survey crews and
eventually for the NorttWest Mounted Police (NWMP); and work on the early logging crews.

AThe flood of 1915 was vital to the process ol
river valley may not look the same, nor be under the same protections, had the flood not devastated
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it. e[ T]lhe river rose to over 42 feet above t
1899, previously considered the worst flood in Edmonton).

After, écity officials started to pay more at/f
in 1915, the Al berta government moved to adopt
By 1933, Edmonton had established zoning bylaws tdeqgrahe valley from industrial
development. Today, we have the largest continuous stretch of urban parkland in North America,
with our river valley encompassing over 7,400
jumped its banks in Edmonton 20 timesthe last 150 years, and the open space serves as
important protection for the city when this happens.

After the severe floods during the summer of 2013, the government of Abnenedfuture

devel opments in tihdepraoeiasceds| ahdodwayssusce
(floods that tend to happen in the area every 100 years). While Edmontonians have lavigely av

building in these floodways since 1915, some parts of Rossdale and Riverdale are in the fringe
zone area, and some newer condominiums in Cloverdale were recently built right in the

f 1 ood @&ty Sally., (June 29, 2015Ed mont on6s RdodseCity Wisednl ey F
Edmonton, Accessed June 202Mttps://citymuseumedmonton.ca/2015/06/29/;@8€1915
edmontongiver-valley-floods/

2.1.4 Culture and Recreation

Spiritual Associations

From mleolithic higory through to recent times, the North Saskatchewan River corridor has
provided sites for sacred and spiritual activiti®erevepeople gather, in any historical era, they
eat, drink, celebratend worship, so it is likely that most archeological sites along the river have
sacred or spirituakignificance.

A few enduring sacred sites of Europea
significance includ
mission sites at the twin communities of
Brosseau & Duverney, the George
McDougall mission at Victoria Settlement.

Early Europeans took little interest in
Indigenousceremony hat did not directly
relate to a European agenda. However, sing
most of the major Fur Trade posts were buil -
at popular seasonal encampment sites, it Bow Wow site downstream from Graves Flats on
reasonable to suggest that these sites also North Saskatchewan River.
representindigenous spiritual associations PHOTO B. Milholland

with theriver.

The relationship that earlypdigenouspeoples had to their landscape differed dramatically from
that ofEuropeas. This spiritual connection is often misunderstood or ignored altogether by non
Indigenous people.
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There remains &ubstantially urtappedopportunity for a wider interpretation ahgnificant
Indigenoussites ofspiritual association.

Rivers inspire and provide a location for artistic expression, spitifaaland leisure. Spiritual
association may include sacred or spiritualssitéual, or ceremonial sites, and eathdigenous

or European burial sites. Culture is expressed through museums, art galleries, sitéteaid
architecture. Early recreation included recreational boating, angling, land touring as well as
organizediver recreational facilities and clubs.

There is archaeological and historical
evidence of the continuous use of the
North Saskatchewan River valley for
harvesting shoreline resources frime
immemorial, including fromthe early
postglacial period to the present. Over
780 archaeological sitedave been
recorded in the North Saskatchewan
Watershed in the Edmonton area.

Along the entire length of the river there oyageur Canoe, Victoria Settlement Provicial
interpretations of historic sites and events. Many of these are associated with the eatiefur
which was completely river oriented.

Cultural Expression

The whole North Saskatchewan Riverone long historical canoe route, due primarily to its
prominence in the long history of the fur trade. Within this long canoe route are a wide variety of
specific moderrday canoe routes, many of which have betlized for re-enactments, like the
certennial National Voyageur Canoe Competition of 1967 that began orN8R at Rocky
Mountain HouseToday, the Team Alberta Canoe from that racerigdisplay at the Rocky
Mountain House National Historic Site.

monton

Arrival at Ft. Ed
Courtesy of Doreen Guilloux, ¢6éPaddling Po
t he

from Rocky Mountain House to Montre8lt or i es fr om Hearts o

The North Saskatchewan River has museums and cultural centres along all its reaches. These
museums and cultural centres interpret rhistory, and local clubs and societies keep the culture
Page 42 of 126



NORTY SASKMTHEWAN RIVER IN ALDERTH

Nomination Documentfor the CHRS

of the river alive. Most modern river tour groups, both commercial andcoomercial,
incorporate some interpretation of river history into the programs of their routes.

The Shunda Valleywest of Rocky Mountain House along the David Thompgsigmway and the

0 We st © and rihe rentireupper North Saskatchewan Riveorridor, have a long an
Indigenousoccupationsince time immemorialNestled in this ancient valley, the settlement of
Nordeggis home to th&razeau Collieriedlational Historc Site, a former coal mine

Four forts once stood
prominently on the land at
the confluence of the North
Saskatchewan and the
Clearwater Riversin the

foothills of the Rocky

Mountains For 76 years

Rocky Mountain House was
a centre of commerce for the
west. The renowned
mapmaker David

Thompson used the site to|.
launch expeditions seeking
passage to the west coast. \

@ Rocky Mountain House \
National Historic Site

000000000

tation

SEEEomonon g

m i
1) shower —

Today, Parks Canada shares Source: Rocky Mountain House National Historic Site of Canac

the stories of the many differepeople who have spent time on the banks of this historic river
highway and protects the archaeological remains of the four trading posts and lands used by
Indigenous Peoples for time immemorial.

A visit to Rocky Mountain House National Historic Sgeeentsan opportunity to explore the
lifestyle of the fur trade by retracing the steps of the early explorers, visitMgtis camp,
blacksmith forge/boathousand fort sites, learning a new trade or craftplservinghow Red
River carts and Yorkoats were made.

=)
Interpretation atFort Edmonton Park
Courtesy of Explore Edmonton
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Fort Edmonton Parls nesttedon 158 cr es of wooded par kl and al ong
and began as a Canada Centennial reconstruction project in 19@vstasuened in May of 1974
along the banks of the North SaskatcheWarer andhas grown to represent Edmoni®history
from the 1700s to the late 192K ey t o t he Par kO s-histopyamusedm ons |
component, which includes numerous historic buildings and artifacts. The museum is animated in
the summer through the talents of costumed interpreters@odteerso

-www.fortedmontonpark.ca

In the Summer of 2021, Fort Edmonton Park reopened to the public following a $165 million
makeover, including a new Indigenous Peoples Experiehics signature exhiballows visitors

to explore life through the diversity of First Nations and Métis peogiedories, cultures,
experiences, and perspectives, 0l ocaEdmontaoadig

Other attractions at the Pakclude period transportation (a steam trameetcarsand horse
drawn rides), an osite full-service boutique hotel, a recendypanded 1926style Midway
(including a Ferris wheel, carousel, outdoor maze, funhouse, games and thactlached
Cabnet of Curios exhibit), and a stadéthe-art 4D theatre, in the guise of a 1920s vaudeville
stage.

Eagle Point Provincial Parland Blue Rapids 4 —N\
Provincial Recreation Area, together referre L

to as the Eagle Poirit Blue Rapids Park g( -
(EPBRP) System, are protected areag .. | ;;"
stretching across 53 km of the North
Saskatchewan River in Brazeau County 5
Alberta. Togetherthey protect the natatand T
cultural features of a contiguous stretch of th (=" R -
North Saskatchewan River riparian corridor| ey N
The establishment of the Eagle PainBlue ‘ S
Rapids Park System represented a landmg A & |
achievement in communiyased park &/
planning and management in Alberta 1\: :

The initiative to create the Provincial Park an( B
Provincial Recreation Area was an effort td S L8
bring better management to the amahance
outdoor recreation opportunitieand revive,
enhance and protect ecological values. As A T S LTURE

largely forested ripariarcorridor, decisions e e
about the management of environmentag=ini... cot .  ANesee. )
resources must be made.

Any decisions about environmental management in the Park System must consider the importance
of successfully ceexisting with industry and providing a diversity oécreational activities.
Important issues include minimizing sediment loading into waterways, respecting minimum
instream flow requirements for the North Saskatchewan River, and the conservation of terrestrial
and aquatic habitats and species.
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STURGEON COUNTY
CITY OF ECMONTON &
Contre

Fusstege

ErtTae

L
wneoris DEVON L

LEDUC COUNTY

==

Thework of the Rver Valley Alliance (R/A) has
‘ been ongoing for almost 20 years. Incorporated in
2003, the RVA has been working tirelesdty

#...| connect people to the river valléyand through

enjoy for all.

primary,

yearround

70% complete.

the river valleyi by making it easier to access and

RVA is an alliance of six municipalities working

together forwith anaim to create a single river

valley park system that includes a combination of
secondary and
pedestrian bridges, and boat docks/launches for
recregonal
Devon to Fort Saskatchewaand stretching
approximately 100 kmPhase | isurrentlyabout

adventure trails,

activity. Connecting

Fort Saskatchewaaisoenjoysan active Historical

Society operating a Museum and Historic Site.

Kalyna CountryEcoMuseumi s a

Al i vin

g museumo,

wh i

ch

history of East European farming settlements baligenous communitiewithin the drainage

basin ofthe North Saskatchewan River.

The

NSR i

S

t he

O6spiritual

cent er Olocaddin theh e

Smoky Lake areadA self-guided driving toualong theVictoria Trail offers panoramic vistas of
the North Saskatchewan River as it winds from the former ferry crossing at Vinca Bridge to

Heinsburg and beyond.

interpretationjncluding programming suchasP a d d | e

6 Me et tbhe M®t i s

Sitting on*" 600-acres of
land comprised dfistoric
river lot titles from the
original Métis settlers to
the region in the 1800s,
Métis Crossing is the first
major  Métis  cultural
gathering center in
Alberta Located in and
boutique lodgen Smoky
Lake County, the
gatherng center and its
accompanying trails,
boutique lodge, café, and
commercial kitchens a
premier center for cultural

show

Vi c

i OtTa | telse o danth,ed Tr a

The Crossing isimed to engage and excite through an exploratidnétis cultural experiences

throughfikéasdt ohsdrt ,
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of Métis culture, pride of culture and respect, family reconnection and réatianj sacredness
of place and empathy and acknowledgement.

2.1.5Historic Significance for Indigenous People

Indigenous huntegatherers are believed to have entered the northern plains following the retreat
of the last glacierapproximately 11,000 years ago. There is archaeological evidence that around
9000 BC, hunters using fluted spear points were hunting bison. It is further theorized by
Archaeologist James V. Wright that eastern Early Archaic peoples migrated to the wiestsrn

around 6000 BC, where they encountered the Plano peoples. Finally, there is evidence of organized
Bison hunts on the northern plains by 3000 BC, using increasingly advanced spear points with
distinctive rippled flaking. These ancestral peoples thélbasis of the tribal cultures that were
found at the time of European contact.

One of the first Europearts reach the interior of the
northern plains was Henry Kelsey, led by Nakota a
Néhiyawak guides in 1690. He reported that much
what is presentlay southern Saskatchewan waf
occupied by the Atsina, (also called Gros Ventres),
well as the Nakota ardidatsa to the southeast and thg
Shoshone (also called Snake) in the southwest. To
north, the area between the forks of the North and So
Saskatchewan Rivers and to the west was occupied
the Blackfoot, and the Chipewyan (a branch of t
Dene), ocupied areas of the northern boreal forest. Bull boats, from hide wrapped

branch frames, were used primarily b
The advent of settlement and fur trade brought about women to cross rivers in Blackfoot
dramatic changes in territorial distributions, and the territory. Source: Fort Edmonton.
traditional lifestyles of First Nations, including their
seasonal migrations and economiactivities.
Indigenous peoples transformed from their traditional subsistence hunting, to hunting furs for
European trade. Cree and Assiniboine peoples in the lower basin acted as a bridge or intermediaries
between European and Blackfoot people in the upjpeth Saskatchewan.

/ﬁ The fishing a r\ European explorers and settlers also brought disease,
in times of famine because the| Which devastated First Nations communities, including
would always be fish (kinosew outbreaks of smallpox in 1780, 1838, 1856 and 1869.
That 6s why, i f These outbreaks killed significant percentage of First
modernday reserves, most of the Nations people which had lasting impacts on social and

are by rivers or lakes at least they | €conomic weHpeing.

had that basi c _ o _
Indigenous livelihoods have long and continue to be

- Chief Billy Joe Laboucane inextricably interconnected with the river and the river
Lubicon Lake, Northern Cree valley. For many Indigenous peopleshypical and
(Source: Fort Edmonton spiritual signs, and signals that the land is healthy are
important to their own feelings of health and wellbeing
\_ _/ and that of their communities.
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Historically, many diverse Indigenous peoples fished inkisiskaciwanisipiy hunted bison,
woodland caribou, moose, and smaller mammals in the plains, and foraged for roots and berries in
the river valley. Further, this river also used to lmeaan vessel for travel and transportation.

Treaty No. 6

The North Saskatchewan River flows across Tre
6 Territory, which itself reflects the treaty promis
oféais | ong as oheThi v e

perpetuity signifies the sacred nature of tréaty

partnership among peoples. The Canada of to
couldnot have existed without the signing of treati
with Indigenous peoples of this land.

(.
i Wh at

we speak o f\
as long as the sun shines and the ri\
runs, we are loking forward to our
childrends chil dr
have but few days

-Mi st awUsis (Big ¢
the Signing of Treaty €

on August 22, 1876, at Fort Carltc

J

Indigenous Spiritual Associations

-

NnEvery

single time w\
in cars, there is a
doing. Then it begins to be, that you feel it ev
time you pass oveahat water. You begin to b
aware of your enviro
out of. Things you can see and things that
canodt see. Thatos wh
|l t6s that process of
state of prayer.

eéThi s plwagsa tradeasea, avith man
visitors. Many Nations would come togeth
here. And that river
ASacred runwayso the
our Mother.o

- Jo-Ann Saddleback, Samson Crt¢
(Source: Fort Edmonton

/

Many Cree who lived along the North
Saskatchewan viewed each body of water
as the home of water spirits, with the most
power ful being its
spirit keeper was very mysterious, it was
often visualized as a serpent. The other
water spiris took on many other forms
including sesserpents, watdynxes, and
half-beaver or halfish mermaids and
mermen. All the water spirits tended to the
land and sustained its nourishment by
governing the riveroés

Ok ee

f

Visitors to the river would make @&fings

to the spirits by releasing ribbons or
sparkling jewelry into the water.
Beforehand, offerings would be smudged
with sweetgrass or sage, so that the act

could bring good returns. This ceremoneral pr ac
of the |l andd so that in return the water spir
AThe belief that ever'l'yisi)/ \\nd has
sentient and knowing nThe Elders, t]. |t
influences or defines the way in which many Aborigif (t u) i s a woma

peoples in the north read the landscape around th

Harvesters have learned over time (gexiems) that if| -Di ane Megui ni s

they are to survive and live well, they must maint Source: Fort Edmontor

proper relationships with the animals they harvest wh\_ J

include giving thanks to the animals, water, or Creator for

what has been provided, not taking, or harvesting in excess ofsvhatie qui r e d . The r
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only what vyou

need?o,

i s common i n

hunting, fi

interactions. The destruction and degradation of lands and resources or molestation and mortality

of wildlife and fish for reasons nos i
di st ur(Parlee,d@., 2D11.)

der ed as

Agreedyo or

[ Water Ceremony:t u x a Vy at 4]0 DB ¥ Ke(R&S @réel)l]

/ﬁWe

before
rivers. Now we do &
miniaturized version
because

traveling in cars, but
we still 1

water i s ¢«
mi |l k. o
- Jerry Saddleback,

had C\ th at is
crossing

ceremony? Ceren

environment, with the spirit world, with our relationships
with al/|l ' iving things, I
as human beirgy have a tendency to become destructiv
to take too much, and to walk out of balance from Moth
Earthdés embrace.

Ceremonies r¢each us how everything moves in cycles
we can internalize this
fundamental way of doingithn g s . Wedre n
religonii t s a rel ationshi p,

SamsonCree (Source:
Fort Edmonton)

\_ /K

Ceremony i s

the renewal . ¢

- Lewis Cardinal, Sucker Creek, Cre

(Source: Fort Edmow

ground.

We al ways pray

o

/ﬁTher e are some ceremonies where you\a
in the form of rain, snow, water that comes off the glaciers, water that comes out

t hat

weodoll keep the wat
- Wilton Goodstriker, Kainai, Blackfool

(Source: Fort Edmont?

As our hearts beat

over and over,
é-pah-pahkahokoyahk kakihtwam.
As we take in

the clean air of life,
éyayéhyéyahk k&kihtwam.

The way water washes

thirst from our lips,

\_

é-m&minihkwéyahk nipiy kékihtwém.\
Just as the North Saskatchewan River
courses continually

through the carotid of the prairies,
é-pa-pimiciwahk kisiskaciwarsipiy kakiké.

- Mcllwraith, Naomi L. Kiy@n: Poems.

AU Press, @
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Early Recreation

Emphasizing the early nature of recreational activities along the river lends a sense of continuity
to the modern recreational value of the river. Modewer-based recreation on the North
Saskatchewan River retains, to a large degree, a heritage character beyond the practical enjoyment
factor.

Modern day voyageur canoes still ply the rivReplicated steamboats are a reoccurring river
recreation themeand even the early use of river rafts has its medagnequivalent. Recreational
boating routes followed by early tourists on the North SaskatchewanrRanely were by means

of canoes; however, some eayrYbriyBoatowhenitheytcguldma d e
as well as Sternwheelers during the last part of tHecéatury.

It is difficult to separate theecreational sites along the
North Saskatchewan River, associated with ea
hunting and angling, from the sites used for regular fo(
harvest for sustenance. The sites were often the sa
Early tourists on the river who hunted and fished f
food (.e., artist Paul Kane) did so as a recreation
supplement to the diet provided for by the hired hu
who accompanied them. Thislike anglerstoday, who
may cook the fish they catch even though they are
dependent upon them.

Hiking and horseback ridin have been part of the

recreational experience on this river from the beginning
of human presence on the river. Above/below: Fire & Ice on Abraham
Reservoir part of theNSRin

We often limit our acknowledgment ¢fidigenoususe Cegrwater County. PHOTO K. Schol

humans congregate, games and other sporting eve
ensue. We may not be able to identify favoured pla
for races and other earlyndigenous recreational
activities along the river, but we must acknowledge thes
existence.

Often fur traders would depart from their watercraf
while on regular fur trade business and walk or rig
along the river for sport, while their crew brought alon
the canoes or York Boats.

Every fort had hired hunters afidhersto provide for the d& needs of the employees, but this

did not prevent employees from hunting and fishing for their own pleasure whenever they had a
chance.
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Big Island, upstream from Edmonton, is the site of early daylong community picnics and
excursions.

Upstreanfrom E.L. Smith Water Treatment facility and across from the Windemere Golf Course

is Big Island. It is one of a series of islands in a twisting stream between Edmonton and Devon.
Thereds Midnight | sl and, F rtimes regidénssof Edsnbntbom d  a n d
remember family stories of Sternwheeler excursions to Big Island where everyone would picnic

and party very late and the babies and small children would sleep on the upper deck. Today it is
still a popular picnic and barbeque site accessedabgrcraft.

2.1.6 Jurisdictional Use

The use of rivers bthe government indicates their economic, puldind social importance. The
North Saskatchewan River was pivotal in the signing of Treaty 6, as forts up and down the river
became staging areas for thesgnificant events. The North Saskatchewan River was often used
as military routes in times of conflict, particularly during the Northviresgistancef 1885.

Indigenous groups used the North Saskatchewan River as a
jurisdictional dividing line between the plains people to the south and
east of it, and the river and forest people to the north and west of it.

Under the management dfe Hudsots Bay Company, the river
became a racetrack for rival fur trade interests.

Throughits fur tradersof New Francefranceattempted to usurp the
English jurisdiction of Rupertos
River. Neither country had any means of defending territory except

by the dominance of their fur trading activities. The geographic
position of the river allowed furaders to penetrate the west rapidly

Sir Samuel B. .'Steelf and build riparian posts from which to launch expeditions both north

sergeant major in the andsouth.

North-West Mountec ) . o
Police. Conflict and Military Associations
PHOTOLibrary and

Archives Canada , , ) ,
Until the coming of the railroads, most government travel into the

north-central areas of what arew Alberta and Saskatchewan, from eastern Canada, was by
means of the North Saskatchewan River. The North Saskatchewan River provided a welcome river
route for the NorthVest Mounted Polic¢NWMP) during their first long trek west, and then
during the hostilities of the NortWestResistancef 1885.

Most of the recorded skirmishes, massacres, pitched battles and other outbreaks of hostilities that
occurred on, near, or in relation to the Nortlsksaichewan River happened because of the North
West Resistance of 1885.

There isalso some evidence of Europdadigenousconflict during the fur trade as well as
EuropearEuropean andndigenousindigenousconflict during that same era, especially befo
t he amal gamati on of t he HuWesoCompanyBad8gl. Company
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The two main military expeditions on the North Saskatchewan River that required the efficient
transportation of troops involved the coming of th&/MP to the west in 1874nd the North
WestResistancef 1885.

Boundaries

The North Saskatchewan River actedaasatural boundary between the Cree and Assinaboine
people on the north side, as they moved west under pressure of the advancing fur trade, and the
Blackfoot Confederacy on the south side of the river, who had become more mobile with the
introduction of he horse at the end of the seventeenth century.

The North Saskatchewan River, on its north/south route also provided temporary protection to the
Kootenay, Shushwap and Flathead people from the $3ames groups. After the Kootenay,
Shushwap and Flatheageople were displacedwest across the mountains, the Cree and
Assinaboine used the east/west obstacle of the river for protection from the people of the plains.

At the river near the early forts at Rocky Mountain House, the Blackfoot and the Cree asatksep

pl aces to cross the river and those two | ocat
Cree Fordodéo. Most of the forts of the fur trad:
keep a barrier between them and the plainslpeop

After Alberta and Saskatchewan became Provinces in 1905, provincial governments took over the
ferries on the North Saskatchewan River that the Territorial Governnemtsoperated
Eventually they assumed control of many privately operated ferries as well.

The North Saskatchewan River i's a Atransboun
Alberta and Saskatchewan. During the era of ferries there was sometimes some confusion as to
which jurisdiction had responsibility for the ferry services near the border, but in general, sharing

the river did not result in any transboundary disputes. In fact, today, groups concerned for the
welfare of the North Saskatchewan River cooperate betwedwdhgrovinces. €.g., The North
Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance, basdedmonton AB, the North Saskatchewan River Basin

Council based irHafford, SK, andPartners for the Saskatchewan River Basin, based out of
SaskatoonSK).

Rivers form the bastor ecosystems that need mitigation from the effects of human use of the
river. Humans too, often need mitigation from river forces on their property édayts at flood

control 7 historic dikes canals, dams); improvements to water management andicaqua
ecosystems to improve/repair river values (degislation, advocacy, fish ladders, monitoring
stations); as well as regulation of river access and use through the establishment of protected areas.

Environmental Regulation

Established provincial legislatiopplicy, and guidelines pertinent to land use activities serves as
a basisfor the evaluation of compliance. Where circumstances dictate, inappropriate activities
from a regulatory perspective should be reviewed in theegbof planning and management goals
for a Canadian Heritage River.
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Provincial legislation likely to be used in the evaluation of compliance includes

Public Lands Act

Land Sewardship Act

Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act
Forestry Act

Water Act

= =4 =4 -8 A

2.2 Assessment of Cultural Heritage Values

The purpose of this section is to identify which of the CHRS Cultural Value Selection Guidelines
and Integrity Guidelines appear to be met by the River, by quoting the guidelines and briefly
describing the cultural heritage values that appear to meet.them

The following assessment applies Selection Guidelines for Cultural Values and Cultural Value
Integrity Guidelines as required for the Nomination of Canadian Heritage Rivers (CHRS, 2001).
The assessment demonstrates that the North Saskatchewan Rifres alitise required Selection

and Integrity Guidelines for cultural values.

2.2.1Selection Guidelines: Cultural Values

Therefore, outstanding Canadian cultwalue will be
recognized when a river and its immediate environment:

GUIDELINE: is of outstanding importance owing to its
influence, over a period of time, on the historical development of
Canada through a major impact upon the region in which it is
located or beyond; or

The North Saskatchewan River is of outstanding historical
importance in the context of Western Canada as a primary
exploration transportationand settlement corridor for thousands
Kuteni man around the turn of years by First Nation peopleand during the kst four

of the 28 Century PHOTO centuries of Europeaand indigenougxploration, fur tradeand

Canadian Heritage Archives Settlement histories.

The North Saskatchewan River has provided the location for many important Canadian historical
events and hasinctioned asa major conduit for the expansion wéstern Canadian settlement

and the development of the Canadian west in tHeah®l 20" centuries. This river has influenced
profoundly the historic development of western Canada.
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GUIDELINE : is strongly associated with persons, events or
beliefs of Canadian significance.

The North Saskatchewan River is strongly associated waith
substantial numbef persons of Canadian significance, including:

1 Henry Kelsey, Samuel Hearne, the La Vérendryes, Chevalier
de Niverville, Jacques Repentigny Legardeur de Smtre, and
Anthony Henday who were among the first Europeans to enter the
Canadian west;

Artist Paul Kane, PHOTO q

; Peter Pond, Peter Pangman, Angus Shaw, John McDonald
CineFocus Canada

of Garth, Alexander Henry and Duncan McGillivray ™M&ntury
fur traders on the river; Philip Turnor, Peter Fidler, &idrlotte
Small, a Métis womanwho joined her husband David Thompson on his expeditos
early surveys;

1 Sir John Franklin, Aemilis Simpson, Lieutenant John Henry Lefroy, Lieutenant Thomas
Blakiston, Captain John Palliser, wildlife enthusiast Eugene Bourgeau, geologist James
Hector, and Sir Sandford Fleming, early™&entury explorers and scientists; William
Francis Butler, whosk o o khe GreatLonelLard was a popul ar travel
Canada right into the middle of the'2@entury; Paul Kane, James Carnegie, sixth de facto
and ninth de jure Earl of Southesk, and William Wentwithwilliam, the Viscount Lord
Milton, with his friend, Dr.Walter Cheadle, mid f9century tourists on the river; Chief
Maskepetoon, Chief Pakan&akan and Chief Mistahimaskwiig Bear, important early
Indigenoudeaders on the river;

9 Victoria Belcourt Callihoo, Gabrielle Dumoreter Erasmus, Ralph G. Steinhaukm
Brady, Veteran Joe P. Cardinal, Dr. Olive Dickason, Audrey Poitras, pronimdigenous
and Métis leaders on the river;

f George and John McDougall, Henry Bird Steinhawerd Father Lacombe, early 19
century mis®naries on the river; John Rowand, Richard Hardisty, notable fur trade factors
on the river; General T. B. Strange, Col on
Captain Francis Dickens early NWMP commanders on the river.

Note Severalistoric figures present along the rivparticipated inestablishmenof the
Canadian residential school systeanpainful legacyf colonialism in Canada

The North Saskatchewan River is also associated seNkralevents of Canadian significance,
including: The NortiWestResistancef 1885 and the Frog Lake Massacre of 1885. Prior to these

two significant events, and in anticipation of potential upheavals of this nature, in August of 1873,

the Government of Canada created the Nuviést Mounted Policénow the Royal Canadian

Mounted Police)specifically,to address unrest in the west. In 1874, taking the northern route of

the famous fAlong treko they reached Fort Edmo
the river in the vicinity of the moderCity of Fort Saskatchewan.
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GUIDELINE: Contains historical or archaeological structures, works or sites which are unique,
rare or of great antiquity

The remains of chimneys from three rival fur trdolkis on Fort Island,
on the river north of the Village of Myrnam, date back to 1799. T} £
Hudsonds Bay G&Resdersce gt ViGtdrie $ektlement o
the North Saskatchewan River, was built in 1-864 Today, it is the [
oldest structure in Alberta iits original location. The remains of @
chimneys on the river at one of the old sites of Rocky Mountain Ho
date back to the middle 18000s

GUIDELINE : Contains concentrations of historical or archaeologica (..m.n.,,\,..ﬂ.,.x.‘.'.,
structures, works or sites which are represemtgabf major themes in —

. . ) ev. George McDougall
Canadian history; PHOTO Glenbow

Archives

The fur trade era in western Canada, which stretfroes the middle
16006s to the | ate 18006s, is well represent e
the North Saskatchewan River. One of the earliest known fort sites along the North Saskatchewan
River in Alberta was built by Peter Pangmanl788, near present day Edmonton. There is no
modernday representation of that fort; however, the Provincial Historic Site of Fort
George/Buckingham House, on the river just southeast of the town of Elk Point, is an exceptional
interpretation of the val forts built there in 1792.

xw , .
Dr. Olive Dickason PHOTO River Lot 3Provincial Historic SiteVictoria
NAAF website SettlemenPHOTO Alberta Community
Development

2.2.2Integrity Guidelines: Cultural Integrity Values

In addition to meeting one or more of the above cultural value guidelines, for a river to be judged
to have outstanding Canadian cultural valuenitstmeetall the following cultural integrity
guidelines:
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GUIDELINE : The nominated section is of sufficient size to include significant representations of
all of the features, activities or other phenomena which give the river its outstanding cultural
value

The entire718kilometre of the North Saskatchewan River in Ataes included in this nomination
and encompassedl the significant representations of the features, activities or other phenomena
which give the North Saskatchewan River its outstanding cultural value.

GUIDELINE : The visual character of the nominatest8on enables uninterrupted appreciation
ofatl east one of the periods of the riveros his

The many periods of historical importance demonstrated by the North Saskatchewan River remain
uninterrupted for purposes of appreciation andrpretation within the context of developed or
undeveloped, urban or rural landscapes that comprise the River corridor.

GUIDELINE : The key artifacts and sites comprising the cultural values for which the river is
nominated are unimpaired by impoundmentd Auman land uses;

Despite impoundments that exist along the North Saskatchewan, the historical and cultural essence
of the river may still be experienced, andtstandingkey cultural heritage values along the
corridor are unimpaired by human land uses, witmyprotected as Provincial Parks, Provincial
Historic Sites, Municipal Historic Sites and by National Historic Sites of Canada.

GUIDELINE : The water quality of the nomated section does not detract from the visual
characteror the cultural experience provided by its cultural values;

Water quality in the North Saskatchewan River is considered good overall, and much better than
it was thirty years ago, primarily due tmproved treatmentMost of the river is suitable for
recreational uses such as swimming and fishing, and the water quality of the nominated section
does not detract from the aesthetic experience, nor the cultural experience provided by the cultural
valuesof the river

3 NATURAL HERITAGE VALUES

The purpose of this section is to describe the
outstanding natural heritage features of the North
Saskatchewan River and its immediatevironment

using the document AnA Fr ame
Values of Canadian Heritage Rivers!® ZEdition,

2001. 0

w b Wt 3 y )

& e Y The following describes the outstanding natural
River bend near [Windsor] Salt plant  heritage features that the North Saskatchewan River
PHOTO B. Milholland would contribute to the CHRS. The deption is

organized according to the six heritage value themes
of the Framework for the Natural Values of Canadian Heritage RivVEEdRion, 2001.
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3.1 Description of Natural Heritage Values

3.1.1HYDROLOGY

Drainage Basins

The North Saskatchewan River (NSR) is a largé
irregularly meanderingrairieriver that is part of the
Hudson Bay and Mackenzie River Basin drainage a
the largest river basin in Canada. The river travels
1,287 km on its long journey, the NSR flows frtime
Saskatchewan Glacier in the Rocky Mountains, part of the Columbia Icefields in Banff National

Park. As it tumbles through the steeplled gorge between Mount Athabasca and Mount
Saskatchewan, the waters of Nigel Creek join it, and then the AlexandvaeRr e nt er s t he
southeasterly flow. At Saskatchewan Crossing, the Howse and the Mistaya Rivers add volume to

the river, which now turns east down through the foothills, collecting outflow from the Ram and
Clearwater Rivers before traveling past Tleevn of Rocky Mountain House. The river then turns

north, gathering water from the Baptiste and the Brazeau Rivers before continuing past Drayton
Valley. North of Drayton Valley, it flows east again, meandering past the town of Devon, and then
through Edmonton and Fort Saskatchewan. It takes in the Sturgeon River as it leaves major urban
centers behind, reaching its northernmost point near Smoky Lake. The NSR gathers with the
waters of the Vermilion River just before it crosses the provincial boundarytitedBattle River

as it flows between the two Battlefords in the province of Saskatchewan, and finally, with the

PHOTO B.Milholland

addition of several smaller rivers, it flows i
meeting with its sister tributary, tf&outh Saskatchewan River, creates the Saskatchewan River,
which then wanders through marshy | ake | ands

Cedar Lake, Lak®Vinnipeg,and the Nelson River. THRé¢SRwatershed in

Alberta is 57,000 kr%) and one ofhe most developed the province supporting a wide array of
agricultural, industrial, and natural resoutzsed operations (Hebben, 2005).

The NSR isStream Number 2as per the CHRS drainage basin scheme (National Atlas of Canada,
2019).

Seasonal Variation

The North Saskatchewan River in Alberta undergoes significant seasonal variation between the
peak flow rate in the early summer and the lower flow rates irateddll and

through winter. Glacial melt is a small contributor to annual flows, but this water arrives when the
river needs it the most, during the warmer, drier parts of the later summer months. Like most prairie
rivers, there is one main runoff eventthe spring after ice breakp, followed by smaller runoff
events during larger storms in early summer. Colour is the best predictor of water quality in the
NSR (EPCOR, per€omm.).

The river has generally a stable flow duringwinten der i ce cover. The rive
by Tr an s AlBiglorn dami(dn the NS®)sadd the Brazeau dam (on the Brazeau River, a
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v Legend
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; These hydroelectricity

. projects were constructed
in 1972 and 1963,
respectively. Regulation
of the river has changed
the flow pattern with the
average winter discharge
(between the months of

P14+ ¢

November to March)
. rh having increased from
J Y approximately 44 s to

. aheatind | 122 ni/s.

During December to

Hydrograph of North Saskatchewan River from January 1),202une
1, 2021, at the Edmonton sampling location (Government of Canau
The highest discharge and flow were in the late summer months

March much of the river is
frozen, except for some
sections within the City of

EdmontonThe river is
typically icecovered for
five months of the
year.During this time
very little surface ruroff
water enters the river, and
variations in watelevel
are mostly influenced by
dam regulation.

Major flooding events (>
3000 ni/s) over the past
century include 1899
1944, 1952 1954, 1986,

Hydrograph of North Saskatchewan River from the Edmonton sam
location (Government of Alberta). Floate projected to be the highes

and 1915, when mean
daily flow at Edmonton
was 6300 n¥s.

during July and August and the lowest in the winter seasons.

Theyearly dischargeat the AlbertaSaskatchewan border more than 7 kn?.
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