














































Smoky Lake County 

shaped plan is unique to the structure, and allowed the building to be built into the sloping 
terrain. 

Character Defining Elements 

The character defining elements as expressed in the form, massing, and materials of the c.1917 
Millhouse at Cebuliak Farm include: 

• The vernacular architecture 
• The medium-pitched gable roof with wood shingles 
• The L-shaped plan 
• The intersecting gables 
• The rounded notch log construction on the 1 st level 
• The vertical plank on gable ends on the 2nd level 
• The deteriorated mud plaster finish 
• The central chimney 
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Millhouse at Cebuliak Farm NW 25-58-17-W4 

Description 
One-and-a-half storey L-shaped converted millhouse of log 
construction,c.1917. 

Significance Criteria 
A. Theme- early Ukrainian homestead 
C. Design/Construction- Vemacular architecture 
Todor Cebuliak immigrated to Canada from the Ukraine in 1899. 
He filed for a homestead in 1903 and the family took up residence 
on the property in 1908. The original house was built prior to the 
homestead application approval in 1912. 

Context 
The style of the millhouse characteristic of vernacular IS 

Ukrainian architecture. The medium-pitched gable roof with 
wood shingles, the rounded notch log construction, the vertical 
planks on the gable ends and the mud plaster finish are elements 
of this type of architecture. 

Period of Significa;nce 
c.l917- present 

(POS) 

Integrity Criteria: 
The overall integrity or the building is satisfactory, except for 
some deterioration over time. 

1. Locati()n The location of the building has not changed. 

2. Design The design of the building has not been significantly altered. 

3. Environment 
The environment, or surroundings, has not changed significantly 
over the years. 

4. Materials 
The original materials of the buildings have not changed except 
for some deterioration over time. 

5. Workmanship 
The workmanship of the buildings is original except for some 
deterioration over time. 

6. Feeling The feeling of the building and site has not changed. 

7. Association 
The building retains its agricultural associations, although it was 
converted from a millhouse to a stable. 

• The vernacular architecture 

• The medium-pitched gable roof with wood shingles 

• The L-shaped plan 
Character Defining • The intersecting gables 
Elements (CDEs) • The rounded notch log construction on the 1 st level 

• The vertical plank on gable ends on the 2nd level 

• The deteriorated mud plaster finish 

• The central chimney 
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Smoky Lake County 

2nd Ruthenia School SW-6-59-16-W4 

Description of the Historic Place 

This one-storey gable-on-hip roof schoolhouse has a rectangular porch and clapboard siding, and 
is located on a 168 acre lot on Township Road 590 near Range Road 165 in Smoky Lake 
County, south east of the Town of Smoky Lake. The schoolhouse has a red brick chimney in the 
front-centre of the roof and a wooden sign indicating the school name and district. 

Heritage Value 

The 2nd Ruthenia School is significant for its association with the institution of Ruthenia School 
District #2408, for the architecturally distinct style of the building, and for its status as a local 
landmark. 

The 2nd Ruthenia School is valued for its association with the institution of Ruthenia School 
District #2408. The school district was established on April loth, 1911 to serve the families of 
Ukrainian and Romanian settlers who came to the area between 1899 and 1905. The name 
Ruthenia, which refers to the Ukraine, was chosen for the district and is indicative of the large 
population of Ukrainian settlers in the area at that time. The 1 st Ruthenia School was built in 
1913 on SW 5-59-16-W4. In 1920, two acres of land were purchased from Mrs. Maria 
Viteychuk, the widow of Gregory Viteychuk who had homesteaded the property, and the school 
was moved on skids by a team of horses to SW 6-59-16-W4. In 1924, the 2nd Ruthenia School 
was built on the same property and served the senior students (up to fifteen years of age), while 
the 1 st Ruthenia School continued to serve the junior students. The school was opened from April 
to December and closed between January and March for the holidays so that the students 
wouldn't have to walk to and from school during the winter months. Classes continued at the 2nd 

Ruthenia school until 1950, at which point the building was converted into a community centre. 
The building was closed in 1980. 

The design of the 2nd Ruthenia School is representative of county schools built in the 1920s. The 
hipped roof, clapboard siding with corner boards and the wooden sign reading "Ruthenia School 
District #2408" are representative of school houses built during this time. Other important 
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design elements include the shed roof projection entranceway, the exposed rafters, the brick 
chimney and the 6 over 6 and 12 over 12 style wooden windows. 

The 2nd Ruthenia School is a local landmark. The 2nd Ruthenia School is positioned adjacent to 
the busy Township Road 590, within view of the road. The building stands tall and its unique 
style means it is easily recognized by passing motorists and local residents of the Victoria 
District National Historic Site. The building is also familiar to residents of the Victoria District 
National Historic Site as many people or their extended family members attended the school as 
children. Its use as a community hall from 1950 to 1980 would also be familiar to local residents 
as it served as a common gathering place for the community. 

Character Defining Elements 

The character defining elements as expressed in the form, massing, and materials of the 1924 
one-storey 2nd Ruthenia School include: 

• The gable-an-hip roof 
• The clapboard siding 
• The wooden sign that reads "Ruthenia School District 2408" 
• The red brick chimney 
• The exposed rafter ends 
• The shed roof projection on the south side of the building for the entranceway 
• The pattern, style and construction of all wooden windows 
• The cement foundation 
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2nd Ruthenia School SW -6-59-16-W 4 

One-storey gable-on-hip roof building with clapboard siding and 
Description corner boards, a small shed roof on the south side of the building 

for the entranceway 
B: Institution- Rutb:en.ia School District # 2408 

Significance Criteria c: Style- county schools ca. 192{)s 
E: Landmark- building is visible from road 
The 2na Ruthenia School is located on Township Road 590 near 
Range Road 165 in Smoky Lake County. The Ruthenia School 
District was established April 10, 1911 to serve the families of the 

Context 
Ukrainian and Romanian settlers that had immigrated to the area 
between 1899 and 1905 . The 1 st Ruthenia School was built in 
1913 on SE 1-49-16-W 4 and was moved by a team of horses in 
1920 to SW6-59-16-W4. The 2nd Ruthenia School closed in 
1950, and was used as a community hall until 1980. 

Period of Significance 1924- present 
(POS) 

Integrity Criteria: 
The overall integrity of the building is satisfactory, except for 
some deterioration over time. 

t. Location The location of the building has not changed. 

2. Design The design of the building has not been significantly altered. 

3. Environment 
The environment, or surroundings, has not changed significantly 
over the years. 

4. Materials 
The original materials of the buildings have not changed except 
for some deterioration over time. 

5. Workmanship 
The workmanship of the buildings is original except for some 
deterioration over time. 

6. Feeling The feeling of the building and site has not changed. 

7. Association 
The associations of the building have not changed since the use is 
the same as originaL 

• The gable-on-hip roof 

• The clapboard siding 

• The wooden sign that reads "Ruthenia School District 
2408" 

Character Defining • The red brick chimney 
Elements (CDEs) • The exposed rafter ends 

• The shed roofprojection on the south side of the building 
for the entranceway 

• The pattern, style and construction of all wooden windows 

• The cement foundation 

Heritage Collaborative Inc., March 2009 
11 



Smoky Lake County 

Heritage Collaborative Inc., March 2009 
12 



SmoA.y Lake County 

Anderson House NW-11-58-18-W4 
Lobstick Settlement River Lot 14 

Description of the Historic Place 

This collection of ten buildings located on the Lobstick Settlement, River Lot 14, of Smoky Lake 
County includes a one-and-a-half storey house with a shingled gable roof, a gable roof wall 
dormer, squared log construction with shingle cladding, and a central doorway. The site also has 
six wood frame granaries with shingled gable roofs and shiplap siding, a shingled gable roof 
stable with vertical planking, and the ruins of two buildings of chopped log construction. 

Heritage Value 

The Anderson House, also known as "The House in the Middle of the Road," is significant to the 
residents of the Victoria District National Historic Site of Smoky Lake County as a local 
landmark. It is also significant as a representation of the progression of a homestead settlement, 
and for its representative Red River Metis vernacular design. 

River Lot 14 is valued by many residents in the Victoria District National Historic Site because 
the house is a landmark on Victoria Trail. the house is located only a few feet from the road, on 
the inside of a slight curve. When approaching the home from the east (heading west), the house 
appears to be in the middle of the Toad, hence the local nickname, "The House in the Middle of 
the Road". The residence was used as a post office and a stopping house on the Victoria Trail, 
which explains its proximity to Victoria Trail. The house was known as Northbank when it was 
used as the post office. Henry Anderson was the post master, and he remained in the position 
from August 1St, 1907, until the property was sold in 1914. 

This site is a good example of a complete homestead settlement showing the progression of 
earlier to later homes and buildings on the site. Simon Whitford lived on River Lot 14 with his 
family in the earlier buildings (the ruins) that are located nearer to the river. He applied for a 
homestead in 1905, but passed away before the application was approved. His wife then applied 
for the homestead; however, she passed away in 1906 prior to the application's approval. Hel1ry 
Anderson, the Metis husband of the Whitford's daughter, acquired the land after Mrs. Whitford's 
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death in 1906. He built the larger home now known as "The House in the Middle of the Road" 
between 1906 and 1907. Henry Anderson's homestead application was approved in 1912. The 
granaries and stable were built after the construction of the "The House in the Middle of the 
Road". The method of construction varied from rounded log construction in the earlier buildings 
(the ruins), to squared log construction on the house. The locations of the homes and buildings 
moved up from the bank of the river over time. In 1914, Spurge Van Iderstine bought the 
property from the Andersons, and then sold it to Ivan Ference in 1926. In 1948, two brothers, 
Sam and Tams Charuk, purchased the land and lived in the house until 1974, at which time it 
was abandoned. They sold the land to Donald Van Iderstine, the grandson of Spurge, in 1974. 
Brent Fletcher purchased the land from Donald in 1988 and still owns the property. 

The style of the house is significant as a representative example of the Red River Metis 
vernacular design in the Lobstick area. The one-and-a-half storey home with a shingled gable 
roof and dormer, the squared log construction with the shingle cladding, and the double-hung 
wooden windows, make this house unique for the location and time of construction. Prior to the 
early 20th century, homes were generally built as one room, rectangular structures with a crude 
roof and chinking between logs; however, as more settlers moved to the area new styles of 
development were introduced, including multi-levels, squared log construction, interior plaster, 
and wooden shingle cladding. 

Character Defining Elements 

The character defining elements as expressed in the form, massing, and materials of the various 
buildings on "The House in the Middle of the Road" site include: 

House: 
• The shingled gable roof 
• The gable roof wall dormer 
• The squared log construction with shingle cladding 
• The central doorway 
• The pattern, style and construction of all wooden windows 

Granaries (6): 
• The shingled gable roof 
• The shiplap siding 
• The central doorway 
• The central loader opening above the doorway 

Stable: 
• The shingled gable roof 
• The vertical planking 
• Thecentraldoorway 
• The central loft opening above the doorway 

Ruins (2): 
• The rounded log construction 
• The medium-pitch gable roof 
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Anderson House 18167 Victoria Trail 
Lobstick Settlement River Lot 14 

Homestead with one-and-a-half storey shingled gable roof house 
with gable roof wall dormer, squared log construction with 

Description shingle cladding, and central doorway; six granaries with shingled 
gable roofs and shiplap siding; shingled gable roof stable with 
vertical planking 
A: Theme- progress of a complete homestead 

Significance Criteria 
C: Design- vernacular architecture 
E: Landmark- "The House in the Middle of the Road" (early 
Metis stopping house) 

This site is located on River Lot 14 in the Lobstick Settlement. It 
IS a good example of a complete homestead showing the 
progression of homes and buildings on the site. The earlier 
homes are found closer to the river and the later, larger home, 
granaries and stable are found up close beside the road. 

The land originally belonged to Simon Whitford but was passed 

Context 
down to his daughter and her husband, Henry Anderson after 
Simon and his wife passed away in 1905/06. 

Period of Significance 
Prior to 1905- present 

(POS) 

Integrity Criteria: 
The overall integrity ofilie building is satisfactory, except for 
some deterioration over time. 

1. Location The location of the buildings has not changed. 

2. Design The design of the buildings has not been significantly altered. 

3. Environment 
The environment, or surroundings, has not changed significantly 
over the years. 

4. Materials 
The original materials of the buildings have not changed, except 
for some deterioration over time. 

5. Workmanship The workmanship of the buildings is original. 

6. Feeling The feeling of the buildings and site has not changed 

7. Association 
The associations of the buildings have not changed since the use 
is the same as original. 
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Anderson House 
Lobstick Settlement River Lot 14 18167 Victoria Trail 

Character Defining 
Elements (CDEs) 

Site: Shows evolution of construction form early dwellings to more 
developed larger buildings 

House: 
• The shingled gable roof 
• The gable roofwall dormer 
• The squared log construction with shingle cladding 
• The central doorway 
• The pattern, style and construction of all wooden windows 

Granaries (6): 
• The shingled gable roof 
• The shiplap siding 
• The central doorway 
• The central loader opening above the doorway 

Stable: 
• The shingled gable roof 
• The vertical planking 
• The central doorway 
• The central loft opening above the doorway 

Ruins (2): 
• The rounded log construction 
• The medium-pitch gable roof 
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Granik Homestead 
Victoria Settlement River Lot 5 NE-12-58-17-W4 

Description of the Historic Place 

This homestead includes two buildings: a house of dovetail log construction with a medium pitch 
gable roof, and a stable with a sliding wooden bay door. The Granik Homestead is located in the 
Victoria Settlement River Lot, River Lot 5, on Victoria Trail in Smoky Lake County, south of 
the Town of Smoky Lake. 

Heritage Value 

The Granik Homestead on River Lot 5 is significant for its association with the Granik family, 
who were early settlers in the Victoria District National Historic Site of Smoky Lake County. 
River Lot 5 is also significant for the two distinct methods of log construction used in the 
homestead buildings. 

The original land grant of River Lot 5 belonged to Andrew Whitford (the upper portion) and 
Philip Whitford (the lower portion). In 1873, Louis Thompson purchased the upper portion from 
Andrew Whitford, and in 1875 he purchased the lower portion from Philip Whitford. Louis 
Thompson moved to Canada in 1871 from Norway and lived in the Pakan community for several 
years. The Granik family purchased River Lot 5 in the early 1900s, and the property has 
remained in their family ever since. This house was likely built soon after the Graniks settled on 
the land. 

The dovetail log construction of the house and the vertical log construction of the stable 
represent two construction methods circa 19005 and possibly earlier. The clapboard siding on 
the house and stable is consistent with Metis construction methods in the Victoria District 
National Historic Site of the time. The vertical log construction of the stable is one of the 
simplest methods of construction. The dovetail log construction of the house is more complex 
and required greater skill to execute. 
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Character Defining Elements 

The character defining elements as expressed in the form, massing, and materials of the Granik 
Homestead include: 

House: 
• The dovetail log construction 
• The medium pitch gable roof 
• The one-and-a-half storey home 
• The brick chimney 
• The clapboard siding 
• The corner boards 
• The wood shingles 
• The pattern, style and construction of all wooden windows 

Stable: 
• The one storey outbuilding 
• The clapboard siding with corner boards 
• The vertical log construction 
• The sliding bay door 
• The medium-pitch gable roof 
• The wood shingles 
• The brick chimney 
• The pattern, style and construction of all wooden windows 
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Granik Homestead 
Victoria Settlement River Lot 5 NE-12-58-17-W4 

River lot settlement with a two buildings including a one-and-a-
Description half storey house with clapboard siding and a central chimney, 

and a stable with a sliding wooden door 

Significance Criteria B: Person- Granik family 
C: Design- early rural architecture in Smoky Lake 

This site was owned by Louis Thompson, who moved from 
Norway to the Victoria District National Historic Site area in 
1871. He sold River Lot 5 to the Granik family in the early 
1900s, and the property remains in the Granik family to this day. 

The site includes two buildings, including a one-and-a-half-storey 
house with clapboard siding and a central chimney, and a stable 
with a sliding wooden bay door. 

Context 

Period of Significance 
1872- present 

(POS) 

Integrity Criteria: 
The overall integrity olthe building is satisfactory, except tor 
some deterioration over time. 

1. Location The locations of the buildings have not changed. 

2. Design 
The designs of the buildings have not been significantly altered, 
except for some deterioration over time. 

3. Environment 
The environment, or surroundings, has not changed significantly 
over the years. 

4. Materials 
The original materials of the building have not changed, except 
for some deterioration over time. 

5. Workmanship The workmanship of the building is original. 

6. Feeling The feeling of the building and site has not changed. 

7. Association 
The associations of the building have not changed since the use is 
the same as original. 
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Granik Homestead 
Victoria Settlement River Lot 5 NE-12-58-17-W4 

Character Defining 
Elements (eDEs) 

House: 
• The dovetail log construction 
• The medium pitch gable roof 
• The one-and-a-half storey home 
• The brick chimney 
• The clapboard siding 
• The comer boards 
• The wood shingles 
• The pattern, style and construction of all wooden windows 

Stable: 
• The one storey outbuilding 
• The clapboard siding with comer boards 
• The vertical log construction 
• The sliding bay door 
• The medium-pitch gable roof 
• The wood shingles 
• The brick chimney 
• The pattern, style and construction of all wooden windows 
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